4. 


Registration begins for after 
school programs 
The Glades Boys & Girls Clubs will begin 


registration of their after school program ~ 


which begins Aug. 20.+ | 

The registration will be at Lake Shore 
Civic Center for the clubs, now at Belle 
Wade Elem., Glade View Elem. Pioneer 
Park Elem., Rosenwald Elem. and Lake 
Shore Civic Center. The cost is $10 for each 
child for the school year and includes all 
after school activities and teacher planning 
days. The winter, spring, and summer pro- 
grams requíre additional fees. Scholarships 
are available for families demonstrating 
financial needs. 

The five Boys & Girls Club facilities іп 

Glades are open each school day from 2 

8 p.m. On non-school days (i.e. teacher 

planning days, spring or winter break, 

summer), the clubs аге. open from 7:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 

. Programs include homework help and 
tutoring; computer education; sports; game 
room activities; leadership; and citizenship 
programs; cultural awareness; and out- 
door/environmental education. 
$For additional information contact the 
Boys & Girls Clubs at 992-5399 or the 
General Services Center at 561-683-3287. 


Rosenwald students to register 

Registration for all Rosenwald students 
will be on August 14, 15, and 18 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the parent resource classroom. 

Parents of kindergarten and new stu- 
же to Palm Beach County should bring 
мїеіг child's shot records and proof of phys- 
ical, birth certificate, Social Security card, 
proof of residence and proof of income (if 
they are applying for free or reduced lunch.) 

Any parents with questions can call the 
school at 993-4060. 


Survey of homeless to be 
conducted in Glades 


Palm Beach County Homeless 
Coalition will conduct a census of all per- 


7 sons who are homeless in Palm Beach 


County. is count will be. performed on 

two Sundays, August 24 and August 31. 
‘Dr. Andrew Cherry, & professor at Barry 

‘University, will.direct the census. He Kas 


' directed numerous censuses of homeless 


people nationwide, 
~ If you have information on where home- 


„Ф people may: be foun, or wish to partic- 


ipate as an enumerator, please contact Phil 
Anderson-at Centro Campesino, 996-3988 
ог Don. Eiten, Director of the Homeless 
Coalition, at 561-375-6629. 

The purpose of this census is to create 
programs for a shelter, and alcohol and 
drug treatment, etc. for people who have no 
home. - 


* 
H-2A Educational Forum to be 
held August 14 
There is concern that the Glades may be 
facing an agricultural labor shortage this 
season. For this reason, the Department of 
Labor has planned a seminar to explain 
exactly what an H-2A order is designed to, 
do. The forum will be Aug. 14, beginning аб 
7p.m. at the Belle Glade Jobs & Benefits 
fice, 557 S.W. 16th Street (Glades Plaza 


_ on State Road 715). 


The forum, will be headed up by ‘Carl 
Miller with the United States Department 


of Labor and Linda M. Kinda with the | 


2 Florida Department of Labor, Wage and 


B 


` Medical news.. 
d Out......... Кл RA 4. 


Hour, “and representatives | with 


Immigration and Naturalization.Services. 
lt. Чч м 


^ 
Group meets at Good 
herd Church of God . 

А Christ-centered recovery group meets 
every Monday evening at the Good 
Shepherd Church of God. in Pahokee. 
Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. and the public is 
welcome. 


The church.'is located at 1800 Bacom ` 
Point Road; Pahokee: г _~ 


е Lake Level 
‚14.09 feet 
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By Brenda Bunting 
Editor 

Two women have come for- 
ward to file for the seats cur- 
rently opén on the Belle 
Glade City.Commission. 

Mary S. Kendall, 49, has 
filed for the seat currently 
held by Stephen Weeks and 
Mary Ross Wilkerson, 45, is 
running ^ against Сну 
Степ 

Kendall lives at 7 

NW. ‘Ave. D, Belle Glade and 
has been a resident since 


Mary S. Kendall 


,1952 when she moved to the 


area ав а child from 
Alabama. This is her first 
time running for an elected 
office. 

“I think our/city is just 
sleeping, hoping that the 
impact ‘of federal and state 
legislation will just go away," 
she said. "Tlie citizens need 


better representation and we ` 


need to bé accountable to 
them." 

Ms. Kendall is a reading 
facilitator for John Hopkins 
University in the "Success 
for All" reading program. 
She served 10 years as the 


Chamblee chosen to head 


Two educators vie 
for open seats on Belle 
Glade City Commission: 


area director of the Palm 
Beach County Classroom 
Teachers Association and is 


.the former secretary. for 
the | 


BOSS (Blacks On 
Serious Side). She currently 
serves as secretary of the 
Glades Health Survey Board 
and is co-chair of the Kellogg 
Foundation’s Leadership 
Development Project for the 
Glades. 

She has two grown daugh- 
ters, one is a nurse and the 
other is a teacher and a son 
who attends Glades Central 
Community High School. 
She has three grandchildren. 

Ms. Wilkerson has lived in 
Belle Glade since she was 11 
years old. She is employed 


‘ with the Palmi Beach County 


Mary Ross Wilkerson 


School- District as'a Social 


Services Facilitator and 
works part-time with Wacken- 
hut at the South Bay 


Correctional Facility as a. 
Life Skills Instructor. The 
former farmworker said she 
was determined to get an 
education and get out of the 
fields. She “attended St. 
See Commission; Page 5 


up TB study in the Glades 


By Brenda Bunting 


two were in the final selec- 


Editor қ tion last week. 
Longtime Glades resident s. Mrs. Chamblee, who was a 


Sandra Chamblee, “57, has 
been chosen to head up a two 
year project to study the 
prevalence of tuberculosis in 
the Glades. 

Mrs: Chamblee was 
appointed:to the paid posi- 
tion on Monday, July 28 by 
the Glades Health Survey 
Board. Seven ‘candidates 
applied for the position and 


member of the board and 
resigned when chosen to 
head the project, said, “This 
project is very important and: 
I really want this to proceed. 
I believe it is important to 
have a person locally who 
knows the area." 

Ken Wilson of Fort Pierce, 


See, Administrator, Page 5 


,in kindergarten through 


IS THERE A DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE? These sixth graders from Lake Shore Middle 


School are graduates of the Voyager Pre-Med Program. 


Making the grade in Pre-Med 


By Yvonne Jones 
Staff Writer 

It was a warm-morning in 
August. The beautiful audi- 
lorium at Glades Central 
Community High School 
was air-conditioned perfect- 
ly, though, and the only 
warmth came from the 
smiles all around. 

Friday, August 1, students 


um. 


right! 


sixth grade from Lake 
Shore Middle School, Palm 
Springs, Glades View, 
Pioneer Park and Pahokee 


Elementary schools gradu- 
ated from Pre-Med in a cer- 
emony held in the auditori- 


What? Elementary school 
kids in Pre-Med? That's 


These students have been 
participating 
Expanded Learning, Inc.'s 
Pre-Med program, where 
they spent .many thrilling 
hours exploring the won- 
ders of the human body, 
Voyagers visited a local hos- 
pital, learned about opera- 


tions and met теп. and 
women who save lives every 
day. 

When possible, actual 
Specimens were used to 
grow bacteria, set broken 
bones, discover the origin of 
disease and determine how 
food is fuel and gives us 
energy. They learned how 
the brain works and much, 


in Voyager 


much more. 
Most students say they 
thoroughly enjoyed · the 


adventures during these 
exciting four weeks. 


School plan would expect more of students 


А plan to raise promotion standards and 
strengthen support for struggling students 
has been 'approved by the Palm Beach 
County School Board. 

Part of an overall effort to improve public 
education in the county, it's called a pupil- 
progression plan. And it provides a “Ыше- 
print and benchmarks for all education pro- 
grams in our schools," says Superintendent 
Joan Kowal. 

Drafted by a team whose members repre- 
sent educators, parents and businesses, the 
plan, approved July 30, calls for a number of 
changes that include: 

* Raisihg the percentage grades needed to 
pass in middle and high schools; 


* Restricting the use of lower-level cours- ' 


es, such as explorations in mathematics,and 
requiring higher-level mathematics courses, 


-such as algebra, to meet graduation require- 


ments; and 

* Expanding after-schoól assistance for 
elementary and middle school students who 
score below their grade levels in reading, 
writing and mathematics. 

"Raising expectations is a crucial element 
to improve the performance of our stu- 
dents," Kowal says. “But it's just as impor- 


FUN DAY was held at Glades Glen in. Belle Glade last Saturday. 
Residents were invited enjoy games, a K-9 demonstration, face painting, music and 
‘other activities. Inee Green, 5, of Loxahatchee sits quietly while Lisa Garnett 
paints a Бәйгі on her face. 


tantto identify students who are struggling 
and provide them the support they need to 
succeed." 

School districts are required by state law 
to establish pupil-progression plans afid 
review them on an annual basis. The new 
plan геріасев опе that has: been in place 
since 1995. 

The-revised plan embraces 'the district's 
commitment to meeting new statewide 
standards and implementing literacy and 
tutorial programs the school board has 
made a priority. 

Other highlights of thé plan include: 

* Deletion of the option to allow. high 
school students with good attendance to 
skip semester.exams; 

* Dropping the use of Social Security 
numbers to track students - a move to com- 
ply ‘with federal law, which says such num- 
bers should be treated with greater confi- 
dentiality; 

. Establishing a district wide reading 
assessment system. for elementary school 
students and a reading requirement for 
middle school students who are reading 
below their grade level. 


Florida Crystals introduces 
a new organic sugar іп U.S. 


Florida Crystals, owned 'by 
the Fanjul family who also own 
Okeelanta and Osceola Sugar 
mills-and a cogeneration plant 
in the area, has introduced a 
new organic sugar product. 
Florida Crystals Organic Sugar 
becomes ‘the first certified 
organic sugar produced in the 
United States. 


peas -no fertilizers, 


icals of any kind. 

John Norris, director of con- 
sumer marketing for. Florida’ 
Crystals, Inc. said, “Florida 
Crystals natural and organic 
products were developed out of 
our commitment to protect -the 


| consumers with a healthy, more 
natural alternative to conven- 
tional foods. This {8 a win-win 
for consumers and the environ- 
ment." 

Florida Crystals 


Organic 


| environment while providing - 


Sugar is certified by the Organic - 


Crop Improvement Association 
(OCIA). OCIA is the largest 
organic certification body in the 
United States, and is known for 
its stringent certification 
requirements. Some of these 
requirements include eliminat- 
ing the use of chemicals, fertiliz- ' 
ers, insecticides, and pesticides 
for a period of at least threé 
years prior.to harvest. 

While organic;farming is а 
small part of the compány's 
overall operations, Dr. Peter 
Rosendahl, vice: president of 
environmental relations for 
Florida Crystals said that it was 
an important part of the compa- 
ny's commitment to sustainable 
agriculture. 

“Organic farming is an inte- 


“ата! component of a larger sus- 


tainable agricultuře program 
же. һауе developed which 
incli m 
innovations 
biomass energy, wildlife utiliza- 
tion; and a commitment to 


Y aene restoration." 


2: THE SUN, Thursday, August 7, 1997 
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It has been another hot week 
on Lake Okeechobee. I don't 
mean the fishing has been hot, 
just the weather. The fishing, 
though not cold, has only been 

There are still some nice fish 
being caught early in the morn- 
ing on topwater. By early, I 
mean be out there at first day's 
light. As soon as the sun hits 
the water, the. bites slow way 
down. À buzz bait will work as 
well as smaller bait such as a 

` Chug-Bug or Pop К. Work the 
baits very slow arid with long 
pauses between twitches. 

After the sun comes up a 
plastic worm is about your best 
bet. June Bug color seems to 


WALT 


REYNOLDS 


work well. If you happen to be 
out with a storm approaching 
and you are far enough away 
that lightning isn't a problem, 
then you may have some great 
action just before the rain hits. 

This is the time of year I like 
to grab my Humminbird GPS 


and head out to open, deep 
water. This year however, the 
fish seem to be holding closer to 
the grass and in some cases, 
way back in the grass. А GPS is 
the neatest piece of high tech 
fishing gear to come along in 
many years, When I got my 
first one, it was almost 
unheard of and that was only 
about five years ago. Now, any- 
one with a well-equipped bass 
boat has one and maybe even a 


"portable to take with him or 


her on the road. There is noth- 
ing better to get you back to 
your "hot spot" in open water 
than a GPS. 

То all a good bite... 


Bow hunting course scheduled 


Have you ever wondered how 
the hunter fits into modern-day 
conservation efforts? Are you 
concerned about how to handle 
а bow and arrow? These are 
just a few of the instructional 
areas covered in the Game and 
Fresh Water Fish 
Commission's Bow Hunting 
Course. Students will also 
receive "hands-on" experience 


CLOSEOUT! 


Shooting a bow and arrow on 
therange. Students are encour- 
aged to bring their own bow 
hunting equipment. 

This course will satisfy the 
requirement for some other 
states that require a special 
bow hunting course before issu- 
ing a licenae. 

The next course in Palm 
Beach County is being offered 


ALL TRACTORS. 
Save °10-°200 


MOWERS 
‘Save 
55-350 


5099 


your choice 
‘Special purchases 


Craftsman 1'/2-HP router 
with case. 8-amp motor, 

+ MicroDepth adjustment 
system. 175/5 


г 7 сіп. circular saw ? 
with case. 2'/«- HP. 


T trigger Switch. 
12-атр, 10827/837 
А 


at the Gator Guns and Archery 
Center, 2154 Zip Code Place, 
West Palm Beach. It will meet 
on Saturday, August 9, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

For further information and 
pre-registration, contact the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission Office, 
Hunter Education, at 561-640- 
6100. 


Refrigerators 


Washers & Dryers 


ALL 


Vacuums 


Televisions 
VCRs 


Stereos 


Dishwashers 
Microwaves 


Built-in ‘Cooking 
‘Appliances 


Digital Satellite Systems 


99% 


‘Sean lou price 
1 16-а. сом vac 
with 5 peak HP motor. 
Includes accessories. 


Tn 


` 


CRAFTSMAN 


Camcorders 


Home Theater Packages 


By Mike Lyons 


Lightning flashed through | 


the sky as a 747 made its 
approach to the Las Vegas 
Airport. This was no ordinary 
747, however. This was Air 
Force One with President. 
Clinton on board. 

And, this was no ordinary 
thunderstorm. Dozens of light- 
ning bolts streaked across the 
Sky as heavy rain pelted the 
tarmac. On at least one occa- 
sion, it appeared lightning had 
actually hit the left wing of the 
jet. Ы 

After а few tense moments, 
Air Force One made a success- 
ful landing. No one was hurt 
and, it was later determined, 
lightning had not hit the plane 
after all. 

What would have happened if 
Air Force One had been struck 
by lightning? In most cases, 
nothing at all. 

Airplanes are generally quite 
safe during electrical storms. 
In fact, each commercial airlin- 
er is struck by lightning about 
twice a year. The metal skin of 
the plane conducts the current 
along the outside. of the air- 
craft, keeping the occupants 
safe. 

The same principle protects 
you from lightning in your car. 
While the rubber tires offer 
some shielding, it is the metal 
hodv on the outside of your 


Lightning. and: airliners 


vehicle that provides- the pro- 
tection from lightning by offer- 
ing a safe path for the current 
to flow to the ground. 

Of course, sitting in а plane 
flying through a thunderstorm 
is a lot different than sitting in 
your car. The ride сац be very 
bumpy and, in some cases, haz- 
ardous, but lightning is usually 
not something"you have to 
worry about. 

Airliners generally try to 
avoid any thunderstorms. If 
your plane is struck by light- 
ning, however, you might see a 
flash or hear a loud bang, but 
you will be safe. 

The last time lightning 
caused a U.S. airliner to crash 
was over 30 years ago. It hap- 
репей over Elkton, Maryland 
on December 8, 1963. 

A lightning bolt penettated 
the reserve fuel tank of the 
plane creating a fire. The plane 
crashed, killing 82 people on 


CLEWISTON | SEARS 


appliances 


& 


electronics 


Sale good August 7 
through Angust 9. 


*The store you know j 
is riow close to home” 


ee 


З 


f accidents. And, with a few 


T MIR 


| ө 


exceptions, the changes 
worked. 

In 1995, à lightning bolt 
struck an MD-80 aircraft as it 
was pulling away from 
boarding gate in Phoenix. None 
of the 131 passengers on board 
workers outside of the plane 
needed tobe hospitalized. 

In 1992, a DC-10 flying from 
Denver to Minneapolis flew: 
into a thunderstorm, taking 
direct hit from a lightning boli 
The plane was able to land 
safely, but did suffer some dam- 
age. Some of the computers 
were burned up and several 
rivets on the fuselage were 
damaged. 

In an average year, about 20 
million individual ligh 
bolts strike the ground in 
United States. Lightning kills” 
several hundred people and 
causes extensive property dam- 
age, including dozens of forest 
fires. 

Still, when you step on board 
an airliner, it is one place that 
is usually quite safe from ligh® 
ning. 


Glades Central 
registration 
information 

Classes begin at Glade 
Central on Wednesday, August 
20. All students are to.report 
on the first day of school. 
Students waiting until after 
Labor Day will have been 
absent eight of the 15 days that 
the State of Florida now rcs 
for a 90 day period. Su 
absences may result in receiv- 
ing no credit for work done. 

All students will be required 
to wear student identification 
badges this\year. Come to reg- 
istration prepared to pay $1 for ` 
the badge. Identification pic- 
tures will be taken during 
registration process. When a 
student loses or misplaces the 
badge, there will be a $5 fee to 
have it replaced, во stress upon 
your child the importance of 
keeping up with his/her identi- 
fication badge at all times. 

NINTH GRADE Ф 

Parents are asked to accom- 
pany their ninth grade-stu- 
dents to the Glades Central 
gymnasium on Tuesday, 
August 12 between the hours of 
5 p.m. and 8 p.m. to register. 

Please bring the following 
documents with you: Copy 
physical taken within the 
12 months, updated immuniza- 
tion record and TB test results. 

Parents will be needed to 
sign several forms to complete 
the registration process. 

SOPHOMORES, 

„JUNIORS AND SENIORS 

Registration will be as «S 
lows: 

Sophomores, Friday, Aughst 
15, 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Juniors, Thursday, August 
14, 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Seniors, Thursday, August 


~ 14,8 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. 


OPEN REGISTRATION @ 
Students are encouraged to 
make it to their assigned time 
of registration. Due to vāca- 
tions, etc., some may not be 
able to do ao. Therefore, open 
registration for any who 
теті ree 
held Friday, August 1%) 
wins. 


9 


Miss America material...defi- 
nitely a strikingly be. tiful 
young woman, :опё who could 
make all heads turn when she 
enters a room. I met her while 
Serving on a committee and 
asked her why she had chosen 
her particular field of endeavor. 
She has an advanced degree in 

е децщ care field, but would 


like to be an elementary school 
teacher. Anyone who might 
meet her would automatically 
think “Wow, she has it- all 
together!" Little did I suspect 
she has a chronic disease, an 
inflammatory connective tissue 
disorder of unknown cause that 
predominantly occurs in young. 
women. She was diagnosed 
with "Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus about four 


years ago. 

SLE (lupus) is a disease that 
is sometimes difficult to diag- 
nosé and even more difficult to 
find à practitioner to help you 
treat. The onset of'the disease 
can be acute and begin with a 
fever which simulates a viral 
flu-like infection, including 
muscle aches and a rash. It can 
also begin in small “doses” over 
a longer period of time, where 
one would have episodes of 


Survey Reveals Treatment Choices Allow 
Women To Take Control Of Menopause 


(NAPS)—According to a recent. 

survey 64 percent of baby boomer 

отеп believe life doesn't have to 
change after menopause, — ., 

The national survey also found 
that 74 percent of baby boomers 
said if they knew more about 
menopause, they would be less 
concerned about it. While meno- 
pause sets a major physical change 
in motion, the majority of women 
feel that life doesn't really have to 
change at all. 

Menopause frequently results 
in hot flashes and night sweats 

@ombined with vaginal burning, 
itching and dryness. The introdüc- 
tion of estrogen replacement ther- 
apy, one alternative to treating 

“these troublesome symptoms, cre- 
ated an opportunity for women to 

- be free of menopausal symptoms, 
and enjoy life. n., e 
"Бог years, doctors have general- 
ly prescribed’ ві] estrogen pills, 

hich must be taken every day. 

his can be cumbersome and 
invite’ error. A convenient alterna- 
tive may be the once-a-week 
Olimara* transdermal patch. 
Climara*.utilizes an advanced 
delivery system which allows for 
ап even, continuous flow of estro- 
gen directly into the bloodstream, 
much like the flow the ovaries 
delivered before menopause. 

» Climara* contains 17-beta estradi- 
ol, a natural estrogen derived from 
soy. In fact, it is the exact same. 
hormóne produced by a woman's 
ovaries before menopause. 

Dr. Judi Lee Chervenak, De- 
partment of Obstetrics and Gyn- 
ecology at U] —New Jersey 
Medical School notes, “I like tlie 
convenience of a once-a-week 
patch, such as Climar@, Patient 
conipliance may be higher because 

егу small and virtual- 

.” Unlike previous trans- 

@lermal patches for hormone 
replacement therapy, the Climara* 
patch is oval in shape and only one 
and one-half square inches in total 
area. Its flexible, transparent sur- 
"face provides a nearly invisible and 
comfortable way to теҢеуе unpleas- 
ant symptoms of menopause. 

With an average life expectancy 


of 81 years, women today can: 


PEA 


ө 


A flexible transparent patch рго- 
vides a nearly Invisible and com- 
fortable way to relieve unpleasant 
symptoms of menopause. 
expect to live over one-third of 
their lives in postmenopause. With 
convenient, non-invasive hormone 
replacement therapies, such as the 
patch, women can enjoy this time 
in their lives without unpleasant 
symptoms of menopause. Climara* 
was developed by Schering 
AG, Germany and 3M, a leader in 
adhesive technology, and is dis- 
tributed by Berlex Laboratories & 
Forest Laboratories. Climara® is 
available by’ prescription in two 
doses, 0.05 mg and 0.1/mg. ` 

Although estrogen replacement 
therapy has numérous health bene- 
fits, it is not right for every woman: 
For example, estrogen should not 
be taken by women who know or 
suspect that they are pregnant. A 
woman who has a persqnal or fami- 
ly history of breast cancer, who has 
hàd breast cancer or who has had 
breast nodules or fibrocystic breast 
disease should discuss these issues 
with her healthcare provider before 
starting treatment. Similarly, a 
woman who-has had endometrial 
cancer, unusual vaginal bleeding, 
heart disease or a disorder of the 
blood vessels should inform her 
healthcare provider about those 
conditions. Research is underway 
to determine the beneficial effects 
of ERT in cardiovascular disease 
and Alzheimers. У 

Free Brochure 

For a free copy of Menopause, 
Understanding and Coping with 
the Changes in Your Life, call 
1-800-596-5637. * 


* Survey Ѕоигёе Data: 500 womèn, ages 35-59 participated in a national survey 


STAFF BUILDER 
THE HOME 
HEALTH CARE 
ALTERNATIVE 


conducted by Berlex Laboratories & Forest Laboratories. 


FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT & 
INSURANCE 
EVALUATIONS 


CARING PROFESSIONALS 


«ТУ Certified Nurses | 
“Registered Nurses 
“1 ісепзед Practical Nufses 


‚ *Homeé Health Care Aides 


*Homemakers 
*Companions 


"Physical, Occupational-and Speech Therapists 
. QUALITY SERVICES 


«Infusion Therapy 
«Pediatric Care Ё 
*Routine Ноте Care 


` 


Medicaid and Medi 


staff builders 


2401 S.E. 2nd Street 
.' Belle Glade, FL 33430 


*Long-term Care 
*Live-in Care 


2 Certified. 
Hourly, Daily and, Per Visit Services Available. 
Insürance and Private Pay aed 
24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week 
Employment opportunities are also available 


Provider 


fever and malaise (generalized 
weakness); nothing specific to 
indicate the seriousness of the 
disease. 


Lupus can affect all organs of 
the body. If diagnosed rather- 
quickly and the initial acute 
phase is controlled, the long- 
term pronosis is good. During 
the course of the disease, there 
will be periods of .remission 
often years in length, when the 
person has. few manifestations 
of the disease. Recently, in the 
(past 10 years or so, with special 
management of the disease, 
including medication and strict 
diet controls, as well as an 
exercise program, the progno- 
sis has improved drastically. In 
the past, large amounts of 
steroidal drugs were used to 
control the inflammatory 
stages of the disease. Now, 
health care providers are using 


Many people go through their 
days with minor aches and 
pains that they learn to;live 
with. Most people feel this is a 
normal part of aging, but it 
doesn't have to be. Routine chi- 
ropractic care can help a person 
lead a more pain free and 
active life. However, most peo- 
ple would rather "suck it up" 
and spend their hard earned 
money on more material items. 
Unfortunately, there may 
come a day when the pain gets 
worse instead of better and 
medication just doesn't help. 
This.happens to most people 
when they get into some sort of 
accident such а а car wreck, 
fall, sports injury, ete., but it 
can happen from just bending 
over to pick up a piece of paper. 
The following signals from your 
body, if they last longer than 
two to three weeke, should 
make you seriously consider a 
visit to the chiropractor: 
HEADACHE PAIN - 
Misaligned vertebra in the 
neck can caüse nerveusness, 
high blood pressure, migraine 
type headaches, tiredness and 


К.І. HATTON, M.D.,P.A.,F.A.C.O.G. 
Elizabeth Lopez, P.A. 5 
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Appearances can 


By Paula Swaford, RN 


more holistic approaches to 
manage this disease. 

Frequent monitoring of body 
Systems involved include hav- 
ing blood work-ups done оп-а 
scheduled basis. One of the 
most important things of 
Course, as with any disease or 
condition, із the overall atti- 
tude of the person affected. 
Just as with people affected by 
any chronic disease, a lifestyle 
adaptation must occur if a rela- 
tively healthy existence is a 
goal. Ignoring the situation, liv- 
ing in a state of denial, con- 
stantly finding ways to "cheat" 
on your diet, medication or 
exercise program, will ulti- 
mately cause the disease to 
claim control of your life. 

This young woman is dealing 
with her disease in a very posi- 
tive manner, She watches her 
diet very closely, eats mainly a 


dizziness. 

STIFF NECK, SHOULDER 
AND ARM PAIN - Pain in the 
upper arm, difficulty breath- 
ing, pain in the lower arm 'and 
hands and numbness of the fin- 
gers can be the effect of mis- 
aligned vertebra in the neck 
and upper back. 

CARPAL TUNNEL SYN- 
DROME - A common cause of 
hand weakness, numbness and. 
pain. The problem results from 
encroachment on the median or 
ulnar nerves, many times by 
misalignment of the wrist 
(carpal) bones. 

BURSITIS/ TENDONITIS/ 
OSTEOARTHRITIS - Develops 
when inflammation occurs in, 
the bursa, tendon or other 
parts of the joints due to injury. 
This can.become a permanent 
problem if not treated prompt- 
ly. 

BACK PAIN WITH OR 
WITHOUT NUMBNESS ОҒ 
THE LEGS - People suffering 
from a herniated disc can have 
numbness to the toes, pain in 
the back, and even atrophy 


(wasting) of the limbs. 


However, many problems ofthe | 


lower back'and legs such as 
lumbago, swollen 
ankles and knee pains are due 
to misalignment of the lumbar 
facet joints and sacroiliac joints 
which respond extremely well 
to spinal adjustments. 

KNEE PAIN - Knee pain, 
weakness, "locking" or limping 
can be due to misalignment of 


cramps, 


OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 


* Normal Obstetrics 

* High Risk Obstetrics 

* Adolescent Gynecology 
* Depo Provera 

* Physical Examinations - 
«РАР Smears 

* Pelvic Infection 


Accepting Insurance * Installment Раутејѕ 
HMO, Medicaid & Medipass 7, 
Se Habla Español 


* Ultra Sound 

* Infertility 

* Hysterectomy 

* Tubal Surgery 

* Norplant Insertion & Removal 
' * Colposcopy 

* Laparoscopy 


-561-924-5291 
If No Answer 561-924-7575 ' 
Located in Pahokee * 500 Bacom Point Road 


tients М 


Velcome * Hours 


By Appointment 


‘i 12 YEAR 
АМ 


be deceiving 


vegetarian diet, drinks plenty 
of fluids and exercises by walk- 
ing every day (whether she 
feels like it or not). By doing 
this, she has reduced the 
amount and frequency of med- 
ications she has to take in order 
to maintain herself in a healthy 
state. Ҹ 

She would love to have а 
child, but at this time it would 
be very dangerous to her health 
and well-being to do во; во, she 
and her husband wait. 

I don't know if you all remem- 
ber the “Breck Girl" shampoo 
ads, from the fifties and sixties? 
Well, this woman: is pretty 
enough to have been a “Breck 
Girl’. $ 

When this disease hit, she 
initially lost much of her beau- 
tiful hair. With her careful 
management of her illness 
however, it has grown back. If 


the lumbar spine or of the knee 
joint itself. This can occur from 
direct trauma or just daily 
wear and tear (microtraumg). 
Chiropractic care can help 
these and many other problems 
by dealing with their’ cause, 
generally misalignment (sub- 
luxation) of the spine and other 
joints of the body. When a chi- 
ropractor treats a subluxation, 
he is allowing the nervous sys- 
tem to function properly во that 
it can heal as nature intended. 
Should the problem not 


nothing else, this experience 
has taught me a lesson in real- 
йу. What sometimes appears 
“perfect”, is often not. Each of 
us has our own special problem 
and/or “cross to bear”, even 
though it may not be apparent 
on the surface...on the part the 


* "public sees, so to speak. 


In my travels during the past 
month, I have had the opportu- 
nity to meet some facinating 
people as well as see some 
beautiful country; but it's 
always good to come back home 
to Clewiston and the Glades. 
No matter where you go, no 
mattet how much money you 
possess, no matter who you 
know, or how influential they 
are, you can't BUY good health. 
So, take care of yourself to the 
best of your abilities. 

Until next  time..stay = 


informed and stay healthy. 


When do I see the chiropractor? 


By Bernard Stern, D.C. respond to chiropractic care, a 


prompt referral to the appro- 
priate specialist is done to 
ensure that patients get the 
care they need and deserve. 


симіс / 


жз 
Belle Glade Chiropractic, Inc. 
425 S.E. 2nd Street 


996-7801 


MWF: 9-1 & 2:306 * T Th: 9-1 * Sat 9-12. 


* DEMENTIA Unit 
* LONG TERM Care 
* SUB ACUTE Unit 


v Rehabilitation Center 
„utilizing a holistic approach to health 


1646 Hwy. 441 North 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 


GLADES GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
1 ММ STRE! 


204 SOUTH MAI 
< BELLE GLADE, FL. 


(941) 763-2226 


CHILDREN’S СИС 
Taskin U. Haque,M.D. 


BOARD CERTIFIED 


"Providing Quality care to 
Your Children since 1980" 


Cross/Blue Shield PPC, 


Health Option, Cigna 
and Medicaid. 


996-8505 ` 
1199 S. Main Street, Suite 1 
Glades General Hospital Professional Center _ 


Your Answers To Foot PAIN Are... 
* DR. I. J. JACOBSON, D.P.M. 
.* DR. CORY B. HAIMON, D.P.M. 


* Diplomate of the American Board of Podiatric Orthopedics 
* Board Certified, American Board of Podiatric Orthopedics 


SBRVING LAKE OKEECHOBEE 
RROUNDING AREA 
Diseases & Surgery Of The Foot And Ankle 
* INGROWN TOENAILS * HOSPITAL & OFFICE SURGERY 


ET 561-996-6571 


PEDIATRICIAN 


We accept Blue 


* HEEL PAIN 


SPORTS INJURIES 
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INVITES YOU TO 


Ñ UN SPEAK OUT! 
996-6636 


To voice your opinion on any subject, call Speak Out at 996-6636, 24 hours a day. Read- 
ers can use this special number to pose questions, voice complaints, express opinions or 
pat somebody on the back. Unlike letters to thé editor, Speak Out is designed for anony- 


Ез their call 

"Who are they? You ask who....the South Bay 
city officials. How can I get a hold of them? By 
dialing 996-6751? I don't think so. All I got was 
а woman who didn't know what was going on. 

I asked her, “Аге they on vacation?" 

“Мо, she said. 

‘Are they out sick?" 

‘No,’ she said. 

‘Will they be in today?’ 

‘No,’ she said. 

‘Well then, when one of them comes in please 
have them return my phone call.’ (Hopefully, 
this century.) 

All we need now is one of those automated 
telephone services to lead us into the new cen- 
tury. 

Oh, let's not forget. Did the city official 
return my phone call? That's right. He didn't." 


Editor's note: We received a Speak Out call 
concerning a private business and drinking 
during work hours. Because the type of job 
required by the employees deals with public 
safety, we share the caller's concern and did 
pass the information on to the management at 
the private business. Thank you for Speaking 
Out. 


Dead Beat Dads 
"This is about dead beat dads. If a man has 
children by a woman, he makes: the woman say 
the child belongs to someone else and when the, 
(welfare) checks come, he gets the money and 
buys dope and all she wants out of the check is 


mous expression of opinions. We edit calls for clarity, brevity, relevance and fairness. 


a wig to go on her head to go out апд-рагіу all 
night. 

The children don't get anything...no food, no 
clothing, they just walk the street and beg for 
food. 

Maybe as taxpayers we should look into this. 
І would not mind paying for someone to go 
around and check these things out and maybe 
we can save some taxpayer money. 

Thank you." 


Stop blocking the roads 

“I'm writing concerning the cars blocking the 
streets in Belle Glade and Pahokee. I was 
going down the back road in Pahokee and the 
Palm Tran was trying to go around a car and 
the bus almost turned over trying to get 
around the car. 

It's a shame when.working people have to 
put up with things like this. I think this should 
be looked into." 


More on dead beat dads 

I am speaking out about everybody talking 
about deadbeat dads. What about deadbeat 
moms?. Some women won't event.tell who the 
real father is. Some.other men have to take 
care of someone else's children. ; 

All a woman has to do is get a bus load of 
babies to get a lot of child support. I think 
when two people get a child the judge should 
make them get married and stay together until 
their children are grown." 


Why does the government 


want to pick on Uncle Bert 


By John R. Smith 
Vice President, James Madison Institute 
I walked over to my uncle Bert's house the 
other night and found him іп із garage biting 
nails in half. “Hey Bert, isn’t that pretty hard 
on tlie old dentures?" (Bert is near- 
ly 80 and has beeri wearing den- 
tures for some years.) ` 
“Maybe go," he replied, “but I'm 
so furious with those guys in 
Washingtoi e didn't finish 
his thought; he was busy washing 
down the last nail уі а swallow 
of beer. 
. “What'd they do now?" I asked. 
"They want to make your aunt 
and me pay higher Medicare pre- 
^ miums just 'cause we have retire- 
ment income from $76,000. They 
say we're rich. Hell, we aren't rich. Oh, sure, 
we've got some savjngs and a few stocks, ‘but 
we're like that couple in the TV commercial. 


care of 


е 


A. 

To орегММе this newspaper as a public trust: 

To help our community becdme a better place to 
live and work, through our dedication to consci- 
entious journalism. 

To provide the information citizens need.to make 
their own decisions about pul 

To report the news with honesty, accuracy, pur- 
poseful neutrality, fairnes?, objectivity, fearlessness 
and compassion. Е 

To use our opinion pages to facilitate community 
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions. 


To correct our errors, and to 
eS Mit 


issues. 


give each correction the - | 
próminence it deserves. 

To provide а right to reply to 
those about whom we write. 
Totreat people with courtesy, . 

respect and compassion. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE - АП real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which 
‚ makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination 
status or national, origin, or intention to make any 


“You'd think the 
government 
would encourage 
people to take 


selves, not 
‘penalize them 
forit^- 4 


, Paula Whitehead........Ad director/Co-op sales 


You know, ‘we took walks instead of vacations, 
and we shared secrets instead of champaign.’ In 
other words we sacrificed to save a few bucks so. 
we could take-care of ourselves in our old age. 
And now the politiciáns in Washington want to 

take it away from us! It's just not 
right...in fact, it's not even 
legal!" 

"What do you mean?" 

“You're as bad as those boys 
in Washington - I guess you 
- haven't read the Constitution 
either! It says the government 
has to treat everybody the 
same. For example the Four- 
teenth Amendment says gov- 
ernment can't ‘deny to any реу- 
son within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the law." 


them- 


That means it's not supposed to discriminate 


against its own citizens. And making your aunt 
See "Uncle Bert," Page 5 


Brenda Bunting....Editor & General Manager 


Yvonne Jones....... Office Manager 


Penny Lester..... 
Lee Lewis .. 


"THE SUN" (USPS 005026) is published | 
weekly for $15.00 plus tax, per year in 
Beach County; $30.00 plus tax, per year 
out-of-gounty, by Independent Newspapers 
Inc. 417 N.W. 16th Street, Suite 6, Belle 
Glade, Florida 33430. Periodicals postage 
paid at Belle Сізде, FL. | 
Send Address changes to THE SUN 
P.O. Box 2226, Belle Glade, FL 33430 


based on race, color, religion, sex. 
such preferences, limitations or dis- 


“TAKE YOUR TIME NOW, FATHER... 
WE HAVE To BE SuRE.” 


UF economists: Sales fall but consumer 


confidence hits eight-year high 


By Cathy Keen 
University of Florida News 
Gainesville, 

Florida’s consumer confi- 
dence index hit an eight-year 
high in June thanks to a rare 
combination of healthy wages 
and low unemployment, but 
retail sales are reaching a sat- 
uration point, University of 
Florida economists report. 


The preliminary consumer, 


confidence index for the month 
rose 100, gaining three points 
from May, said economists with 
UF's Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research, which con- 
ducts the survey. 

The last time Florida’s index 
was higher was when it 
reached 101 in June 1989, a 
year before the beginning of 
the last recession, 

“Consumer confidence both 
here in-Florida and nationally 
is through the roof,” said Chris 
McCarty, the bureau’s survey 
director. “This is an unusual 
set of circumstances. While 
wages are up, unemployment, 
interest rates and inflation are 
low. Yet the demand for. goods 
has not outpaced the supply, 
despite what should Ье а con- 
sumer sector flush with mon- 
ey. 

Nationally, auto, home and 
retail sales are beginning to 
drop and in-Florida, retail 
sales have віасКепей, 
McCarthy said. The decline 
may be the natural result of 


to kill and no place 


t. Larhorah (Mums) and Onida (Si 


Canal Point. 


to go...The. 


consumers reaching a point 
where they have already made 
most of their major purchases, 
he said. 

“During the last few years 
home and auto sales have been 
high, and retail sales have 

, been relatively strong,” he 
said. “Perhaps consumers per- 
ceive themselves to have 
reached a certain lifestyle and 
they just don’t need any more 
for now.” 

The positive survey results 
indicate that moderation in 
Florida's retail sales does not 
imply worried consumers, 
added UF economist Dave 
Denslow. *The softening of 
sales growth comes from two 
sources; first, consumers have 
stocked up on cars and clothes 
and second, credit card compa- 
nies are pushing plastic less 
aggressively," he said. 

Perceptions about it being a 
good time to buy major house- 
hold items - one of the five 
indicators upon which the con- 
sumer confidence index is 
based - fell two points this 
month. 5 

Although men and women 
both experienced gains in con- 
sumer ‘confidence, women 
experience oply a one-point 
increase compared to two 
points for men. 

Women refiected a greater 
caution in the long-term 
national economy and whether 
now is a good time to buy, 


Looking back throu 


ip) are to the 


McCarty said. “As women tend 
to make more household pure 
chases than men, they may be 
in a better position to experi- 
ence signs of an economic 
downturn," hé said. 

There were few age differ- 
ences in the survey responses. 
While those aged’ 60 and. over 
are usually, somewhat less con- 
fident than their younger coun- 
terparts, they were generally È 
positive except for perceptions 
of the long-term national econ- 
omy and whether it is a good 
time to buy. 

Employed Floridians gave 
mixed: reports’ of business 
activity. Fiftysthree percent - 
the same percentage as last 
month - said business activity 
was better than at thé same 
time a year ago. But the share е 
who expected extra employees 
to be hired at their workplace 
in the next six months fell from 
40 percent in May to 35 per- 
cent in June. 

The Florida Consumer Atti- 
tude Survey is conducted every 
month by the bureau. Respon- 
dents are 18 or older and live ф 
in households telephoned ran- 
domly. - 

The preliminary index for 
June was calculated. form 824 
responses, a response rate of 
62 percent. Numbers for prior 
months are based on about 
1,000 responses. The margin of 
error for the index is almost 
three points. 


gh time 


adult lives 


Ф 


| label. 


NELSON FAIRBANKS, president and CEO of U.S. Sugar Corp., and Dan McCarthy, chairman of United 

Corporation's executive committee, display a'bag of Pi 
nesota based cooperative of sugar beet growers, wil 

sugar products, United Sugars will also ‘market the first nationwide brand of su 


Best Sugar. United Sugars Corp., а 
stribute all of U.S.-Sugar's refined cane 


under the Pillsbury 


Two Pahokee residents К а for contributions 


Pahokee Main Street Coordi- 
nator Shirley Jarriel this week 
@recognized the cantributions of 
two members of the communi- 
ty. Buck Story, owner of Glades 
Drugs, recently installed a 
mini-park garden beside the 
pharmacy. “It is a pleasure to 
see this beautiful landseaping 
іп the downtown area. W 
the city's planned tree plant 
ings are completed, they will 
compliment the other green 
LL in the city," said Mrs. 


Jarriel 

Douglas Potter is another 
local resident who Mrs. Jarriel 
says is making. a difference in 
the city. This week, he and a 
group of young people cleaned 
the grounds of Library Park on 
Засот Point Road. 

Prior to this, they had 
cleaned up and refurbished the 
tennis courts. 

"We appreciate the efforts of 
these residents to make our 
city a place we can be proud 


of,” said Mrs. Jarriel. “I urge 
ryone to help with the 
nup effort and keep our 
city clean." 

The Pahokee Main Street 
office is located in the Cham- 
ber of Commerce at 115 
Main Street. Call 924-6 
information. 

Th folks who are honored 
аге Pahokee’ Residents 
Involved In Developing Excel- 
lence (PRIDE), says Mrs. Jar- 
riel 


Belle Glade Police Dept. arrest blotter! 


The Belle Glade Police 
Department handled 713 com- 
plaints and worked 21 crime 
scenes the week of July 28- 
August 3. Those arrested 
included: 


July 28- Wilbert Janiver, 30, 
opposing and obstructing jus- 
tice; Clovis Jenkins, 43, 

* aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon. 


July 29- Richard Singleton, 

@i9, violation of probation, fail- 
ure:to appear;'Andra Eugene 
Harris, 28, grand theft; Clif- 
ford Rhett, 39, domestic bat- 
tery. 


July 30- James Robert 
Turner, 57, loitering and 
prowling; Virgil Brockman, 
18, two warrants for aggravat- 
24 battery and failure to 


appear; Juvenile, 15, oppos- 
ing and obstructing justice; 
Juvenile, 16, opposing and 
obstructing justice. 


July 31, - Randolph Miller, 
44, felony retail theft 


August 1 - Anthony 
Humphrey, 34, failure to 
appear; Patricia Brockman, 
22, retail theft; Bobby Lee 
Turner, 42, loitering and 
prowling and possession of 
narcotic paraphernalia. 


August 2 - Charles Bailey, 
27, felony retail theft; Mary 
Ann O’Neal, 21, failure to 
appear; Willie James Wig- 
gins, 43, domestic battery; 
Juvenile, 16, opposing and 
obstructing justice; Juvenile, 
15, opposing and obstructing 
justice; Bobby Lee Turner, 


42, auto burglary and petty 
theft; Willie Martin, 31, loi- 
tering and prowling. 


3- Adrain Knight, 
3, contempt of court, aggra- 
vated assault and domestic 
aggravated assault; Fiadno 
Tou: , failure to com- 
ply; Gary Miller, 25, aggra- 
vated battery with a firearm. 


The police news in this 
newspaper lists arrests, not 
convictions, unless other- 
wise stated. 

Arrested persons who lat- 
er are found not guilty or 
“һауе had the charges 
against them dropped are 
welcome to let us know. 

We^will confirm the infor- 
mation and print it. 


“Sexual predator released and living in Pahokee 


offender 


was 


Convicted sex 
C.E. *Bill" Willia 
released from the South Bay 
Correctional Institution or 
June 13 and is back living at 
his home at 989 East Main 

Ф Street, Pahokee. 

Pahokee Police Chief Skeets 
Salvatore said the Florida 
Department of Law Enforce- 


ment requires law enforcement 
agencies.to notify residents 
when a sexual predator moves 
into an area. Williams was con- 
victed in 1986 of lewd assault 
after sexual criminal activities 
while he was-a church leader 
in a sect called “The Holy Way” 
in Pahokee. While on proba- 
tion in 1992, 


he was again 


arrested for sexual abuse after - 


told 
authorities Williams coerced 


a girl in his church 
her to have sex with him in 
God's.name. sWilliams was 


sentenced to 101/2 years in 


prison. Williams is a 74-year- 
old white male with grey hair 
and blue eyes: He is 5107 tall 


and weighs 200 pounds. 


City Commission race...Continued from Page 1 


Thomas University in Miami to 
receive a Bachelor of Arts 


mother always said; 


‘if you're 


Zéta Phi Beta Sorority, Тас? 


a former administrator of the 
Treasure Coast Community 
AIDS Network and the state 
Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Services wa 
the only other candidate inter- 
viewed July 28 for the position. 

Mrs. Chamblee has lived in 
Belle Glade most of her life 
and is a member of numerous 
health related boards and vari- 
ous service organizations for 
more than 20 years. She and 
her husband, James, 
owners of Chamblee Farms, 
Inc., 6-Mile Bend Corp. and 
Glades Truck Ice. `, 

She is a member of the Palm 
Beach County Health & 
Human Services Planning 
Board, on the board of the 
Comprehensive AIDS Pro- 


are co- 
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Administrator. „Салва from Page 1 


gram, tlie Visiting Nurses 
Association, the Glades 
Planned Approach to Commu- 
nity Health (РАТСН),-Тһе 
Glades ARC, Women Involved 
in Farm Economics and the 
American Cancer Society. She 
was board chairman for the 
General Hospital board 
eral years and the Palm 
Beach County Health Care 
District and the Health Care 
District Board, 
numerous other health related 
boards. 

Mrs. Chamblee was Belle 
Glade's Citizen of the Year in 
1980 and the Chamblee family 
was named Farm Bureau 
Farm Family of the Year in 
1994 

Mrs. Chamblee will start 


as well as 


Uncle Bert...Continued 


and me pay a highér rate for 
medicare coverage just because 
we were responsible and saved 
some money during our work- 
ing years...that's discriminat- 
ing against us for being thrifty. 
Hell, being responsible is sup- 
posed to be a good thing. You'd 
think.the government would 
encourage people to take care 
of themselyes, not pena 
them for it. If the government 
forces people like Louise and 
me to pay à higher rate while 
people who didn't s 
spent all their money.on cars 
and vacations - get to pay a 
lower rate...that's just plain 
wrong and the Constitution 
says they can't do it! 


ze 


ге - who 


“And 
they're pickin’ 
added. “The president s 
gle people on Me 
pay a higher premium if they 
make, $50,000 or iore per 
year, but married couples have 
to pay higher Medicare premi- 
ums if they make just 875,000 
or more per ye "not 
$100,000...$75,000. Discrimi- 
nating against. people 'cause 
they happen be 
married...that's wrong too!” 


here's 


another way 
he. 


on us," 


to 


“I see your point, Bert. Hand 
me a nail.” 

*You know, if this thing gets 
passed, there suri 
lot of us retiree: 


e an awful 
n Florida who 


are going to be treated unfairly 


werk August 11 andethe office. 


will be located. on South Main | 


Street, ‘Bellé Сізде” A small 
field staff will help with the 
survey, which will include a 
murse, x-ray technician and 
employees.of the Palm Beach 
County Health Department. 
Random selection for testing 
will be handled using water 
meter records for residents in 
the three towns. Mrs. Cham-* 
blee said 800 residents of the 
Glades will be tested for tuber- 
culosis over the next two years. 
"We're looking at this irt a 
positive light," said Mrs. 
Chamblee, “This is a world- 
wide study that we're part of 
and the information we gather 
could be very instrumental’ in 
understanding this disi 


from Page 4 


by our own government. Our 

better think 
about what they're doing ‘cause 

"we've got a pretty darned good 
voting record." 
“It might be a good idea if they 
re-read the Constitution, too," T 
added. “After all, they did take 
an oath to uphold it." Uncle 


е. 


congressmen 


Bert just rolled his eyes, fin- : 


ished his beer, and réached for 
another nail. 


John R. Smith is vice president 
of the James Madison Institute 
in Tallahassee. 

The nonprofit research organi- 
zation is dedicated to improv- 


ing government. 


Congress may seek labels of origin for 
all imported fruits and vegetables 


Legislation was 'introduced 
recently by Sen. Bob Graham, 
D-FL to require retailers 
across the nation to label all 
imparted produce with the 
name of the country in which it 
was grown. The bill was co- 
sponsored by Senators Larry 


Craig, R-Idaho and Tim John- 
son, D-S.D. 

Florida is the only state that 
already h -origin 
labeling law, but lawmakers 
are befng urged to make it a 
nationwide occurrence. The 
United States now imports 


about $1.7 billion worth of for- 


produce each year. 

The bill is supported by the 
Florida Fruit & Vegetable 
Association, American Farm 
Jureau апа the national Wom- 
en Involved in Farm Eco- 


nomics. 


Pahokee Policé Dept. arrest blotter 


The Pahokee Police Depart- 
ment made 11 arrests or issued 
warrants the week of July 28- 
August 3. Those included were: 


made. 


July 28- No arres 
July 29 - No arrests made. 


July 30 - Sabrina Wiley, 37, 
contempt of court; Thomas 
Diaz, 19, affray; Juvenile, 17, 
affray. 


July 31 - Andreal Johnson, 
22, domestic 


battery; 


Shimeake Newkirk, 18, 
domestic battery; Juvenile, 
14, burglary and theft; Juve- 
nile, 12, burglary and theft 


August 1 - Juvenile, 10, petty 
theft; Sareatha Baker, 18, 


domestic battery; Juvenile, 
15, domestic battery. 


August 2 - No arrests made. 


August 3 - Juvenile, 15; bur- 
glary and grand theft. 


DIABE 


54% ac cud 


ETICS 


Seg 


tic ST! S 


or „СО: 


NATIONAL DIA! 
TOLL FREE: 1 


1:800 


BETIC SUPPLY 
-981-4818 


‘Some. restrictions may apply) 


LAKE COUNTRY 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 


A Ministry of First Baptist Church of Pahokee 


ua 


She was a participant in the 
Vision to Action group and the 
Charrette, 

The city- -wide election will be 
held Sept. 9. Friday is the last 
day to qualify. 


going to just-complain and do 
nothing, then shut ‘up.’ I want 
to do something to help,” 
added 

Ms. Wilkerson is a member 
of Mt.-Zion A.M.E. Church and 


225 Bacom Point Road * Pahokee, FL 


“Боп Singleton; Pastor Tanya Willis, Administrator 


Кейден is OPEN for the 1997-98 
School Year 


* Beginning 2nd Decade of Educating Elementary Age Students 

* Affiliated with Florida Association of Christian Colleges and Schools 
* Daycare (7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.) : $50 Weekly 

* Registration Book Fee - $175 (Non-refundable) 

K-4 and K-5 : Annual Tuition $1400 ROT 

e ist thru 4th : Annual Tuition $1650 { 

e'Chrištian Family Values Emphasized 

e- A Beka Curriculum Pointing Students dane of True Wisdom 
* After School Care for Lake Country Students Available 

. Summer Daycare Available : S 


degree in human resources 
with emphasis: in psychology 
апа New England Technical 
School of Palm Beach where 
she received an Association of 
Arts Degree majeging in ‘com- 
puter programming 'with a 
= minor in data entry. 

Ms. Wilkerson is the 
livorced mother of two sons 
ind she has three granddaugh* 
ters. 

"When I talked to citizens- 
about problems in the city, 
they didn't know the process of 
how our govérnment works," 
she said. She said she began 
atiending city commission 
meetings and learning how the 

‚ вузбет works. . 

Ф She feels many.problems are 
`. поб being addressed in the city, 
even, though there are laws оп 
the books to deal’ with the 
problems, such ás code enforce- 
ment, “I want the city.employ- 
ees and the commission to be 
accountable" for the-laws that 
are on the books, especially 
is enfurgement! " she said. 2 

"Why complain if you're-not 
going. to ae something? My 


she 


great weekend Tate ona late model, air-conditioned car. 
There arc over 80.convenient South Florida locations 
and ratés are honored with an advance reservation 

! “Applies to economy-size cars rented from anytime Friday to 10 AM. Monday 
lot а 3 day total of "41.97 including 1000 FREE miles. Taxes, over-miles @ 

2% рег ie, СПИ 911399 or less per day, and other optional items extra. 

Valid-at Soüth Florida locations only. 
WEEKEND RATES DO NOT APPLY AI MIAMI AIRPORT ОП MONROE COUNTY LOCATIONS 


Enterprise 
! 1 800 rent-a-car 


~ Pick Enterprise. We'll pick you up.” 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (561) 924-7133 
“Education from an Eternal perspec iiie 


4 
Lake Country Christian Schoel mum students of any race. color, national or ethnic origin to all rights, privileges. pro- 
grams, and. РЇ ities generally accorded or made available to ay students who meet the academic аз well as moral standards 
as set forth by the school. It does nof discririnate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in administration of 
its educational policies, extracurricular prograins and other school administered program» 


NAVY 

і Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class 

11 Joe Kyles, son of Diane Kyles of 

|? Belle Glade, is halfway through 

a six month deployment to the 

Mediterranean Sea aboard the 

aircraft carrier USS John F. 

1! Kennedy. 

Kyle ia опе of more than 
; 5,000 Sailors and Marines 
2 aboard the ship, which depart- 

ed its home port of Mayport, FL 

+ to lead the. USS John F. 
1 Kennedy Battle Group. 

During the first half of the 
deployment, Kyles and had the 
opportunity to visit France, 
Slovenia and Spain. Although 


was the point in visiting these 
countries, many of Kyles’ ship- 
mates volunteered their time to 
paint, landscape or repair 
schools, orphanages and 
churches. While in Slovenia, 
+ USS John Е. Kennedy and her 
% crew hosted more than 11,000 
visitors aboard the ship. 
Carriers, like Kyles’, are for- 


response in times of crisis. 
They serve as a highly visible 
deterrent to would-be aggres- 
sors and, if deterrence fails, 
offer the most versatile and 
powerful weapons available. 

Kyles joined the Navy in 
July, 1990. 


ARMY 

Bernanda E. Jones has joined 
the United States Army under 
the Delayed Entry Program. 

The program gives young 
men and women the opportuni- 
ty to delay enlistment into the 
Army for up to one year before 
reporting to basic military 


-enjoying the diverse cultures training. The enlistment gives., 


the new soldier the option to 
learn a new skill, travel and 
become eligible to receive as 
much as $40,000 toward a col- 


' lege education. After comple- 


tion of basic training, soldiers 
receive “advanced individual 
training in their career special- 
ty. 

Jones will report to’ Fort 


ward deployed around the Knox, Radcliff, KY, for military 
world to maintain а U.S. prés- basic training August 13, 1997. 
ence and provide 


rapid By enlisting, Jones qualified for 
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a $6,000 bonus. 
She is the granddaughter of 
Annie J. Arnett of Belle Glade. 


AIR FORCE 
RESERVE 

Winston W. Henry, son of 
Elizabeth and Neville Henry of 
South Bay, has been promoted 
to master sergeant in the 916 
Air Refueling Wing, the Air 
Force Reserve tanker unit at 
Seymour Johnson Air Force 
Base, N.C. 

As a reservist, Henry is a 
command post specialist work- 
ing with over 800 reservists. In 
the civilian world, Henry is a 


CalXpress Electronic 
Calibration | Technician, 
Transcat/Eil, Charlotte, N.C. 


А 1980 graduate of Glades 
Central Community High 
School, Henry resides in Spring 
Lake М.С. with his wife 
Kimberly, daughter of Quanton 
Harrell of Belle Glade and Ollie 
M. Fuller of West Palm-Beach. 


AIR FORCE 
Senior Airman Denny Hale of 
South Bay, son of Dennis 
Bentley of South Bay and 


m nny Hal 
Carolyn Hale of Sidney, Ohio, is 
currently on leave 
Masawa, Japan. 

Senior Airman Hale is Air 
Force Intelligence and recently 
finished a three month tour in 
Saudi Arabia. “ 

Hale, after completing a four 
year enlistment, plans to make 
the Air Force his career. 

He is a 1992 graduate from 
School of CHOICE in Pahokee. 


In memory of... 


The following poem was submitted by Shirley Levins Jarriel in 
memory of her father, Marvin “Pop” Levins, who would have been. 
90 years old on June 20, 1997 and her mother, Ami Curry Levins, 
who went to be with him on June 13, 1997. 


TOGETHER AGAIN 
Don’t weep anymore for me, my precious treasures, 
I'm here with Daddy now, enjoying Heaven's pleasures, 
He looks so handsome and restored. 
He's enjoying farming, his favorite thing, 
I kiss him for you and he loves to hear me sing 


2 L Songs of praise to.our Lord, 
О! 


D 
iu know how I love pretty things and good food - 


I know you are grieving, 


No need to worry or fret. 


Itell them, "Soon!" while 


The Shepherd's School 


A ministry of Good Shepherd Church of God 
School Begins August 18. 


Registration/Book Fee $250 
Tuition : 
K-4; K-5* $2,150 
Grades 1 - 6 $2,250 
Grades 7 - 9 $2,500 


A Beka Curriculum 
Transportation available 
, Call 924-9578 or 924-7284 
1800 Bacom Point Road, Pahokee 


Daddy cooks for me and it’s still just as good! 
Vegetable and fried cornbread as only he can prepare. 
We always welcomed another one to the table 

Carry on the tradition - cook and share! 


No time to plan for my leaving. 

But please have no regrets, don’t stay in despair. 

Thad a wonderful earthly life... + 

Ours was a home free of strife... 

It was like'Heaven on earth. 4 

Now the joy of seeing Jesus face to face 

Made it worth everything to finish the race - 

Impossible to tell His worth. 

Ithank Him for my new body and for my new home - 
© This wonderful place where there's no need to roam, 


All of the family is here except you. 

Jesus is preparing your mansion, it's true. 
But your work there is not finished-yet. 
Everyone here asks when you're coming, 


the Curry Band is strumming 


4 Asong to welcome all of you. 
But wait for therapture and come together 
Where there's never any stormy weather 
And we'll never have to say goodbye. 
BTR 


7% 


from | 


Maude' 
Vereen and Sgt. Curtis Stambaugh for his support of the Law | 
Enforcement Appreciation Day celebrations held at the Mt. Zion 
А.М.Е. Church. Mr. Guillen is the owner operator of The Belle 
Glade Meat Market. 


George King Zedonek, age 48 of Royal Palm Beach died 
August 3 at Columbia Palms West Hospital in Loxahatchee. 

Mr. Zedonek had been employed by the Palm Beach County 
School District since 1975 and was а teacher in the Exceptional 
Student Education Department at Glades Central Community 
High School at the time of his death. 

He is survived by: wife - Betty Jane Heiser Zedonek; mother - 
Edith King of West Palm Beach; brother - Phillip Zedonek of 
Lakeland; cousin - Karen Terpac of Miami Beach and; aunt - 
Louise Ramsey of West Palm Beach. ‘ 

Memorial services will be held Saturday, August 9, 2 p.m. at the 
Palms West Funerzi Home is Royal Palm Beach. Rev. Michael 
Woodcock of Our Lady Queen of the Apostles will officiate. 


WW II Memorial Moves Closer To Reality, 


(NAPS)—World War II veterans - 


deserve it arid they are expected to 
get it: a national memorial to call 
their own. h 

It started with a simple ques- 
tion. “Why isn't there a national. 
World War II memorial in Wash- 
ington D.C.?" a veteran and retired 
postman asked about 10 years ago. 

Representative Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio) didn't know the answer, 
во she sponsored.legislation autho- 
rizing the American Battle 
Monuments’ Commission to estab- 
lish a World War II Memorial in 
Washington. 

President Clinton eventually 
signed the legislation in 1993. 

After extensive public hear- 
ings, the 7.4-acre area that in- 
cludes the Rainbow Pool іп 
Washington’s central core area 
was selected and approved as the 
memorial site. 

The postman, Roger Durbin, 
joined President Clinton in sprin- 
kling soil from World War II cenie- 
teries on the site during the dedi- 
cation in 1995. 

More needs to be done. 

By law, the memorial can't be 
built until all funds are raised and 


have called a *miracle" is increas- 
ingly common: a. new hip that 
works as well as the old. 

The hip belongs to Warren 
Smock, 53. He didn't let a total 
hip replacement in 1994 keep him 


from pursuing a lifetime goal of 
riding his bicycle across the coun-- 


try. Smock айі other cyclists from 
around the world took a 3,000- 
mile ride from Los Angeles to 


World War 1! veterans are 
expected to get thelr own memo- 
rial, but money for the project 
needs to be ralsed beforehand. 


the design is approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

Ten years: after Durbin first 
brought the idea of a national 
World War II memorial forward, 
the quest for funds has begun. 

Another World War II veteran, 
Senator Bob Dole, is leading the 
effort to raise the $100 million 
needed to build the memorial. 

For, more information or to 
donate, write to the American 
Battle Monuments Commission, 
20 Massachusetts Avenue N.W. 
Suite 1205, Washington D.C., 
20314-0001. Or call (202) 761- 
4355. 


Boston, even though a childhood ' 


disease had caused Smock's hip 
socket to deteriorate. 


An avid cyclist and founder of 


the Indiana Bicycle Coalition, 
Smoclt visited Indianapolis orthope- 


dic surgeon Dr. Robert Czarkowski 
to talk about-his hip. The surgeon 


advised and performed a total hip , 


replacement. The diseased bone 
was replaced with a total hip 
implant made of titanium alloy and 
a special polyethylene known as 
. The hip was man 

by Biomet, Inc., a leading supplier 
of orthópedic implants. 

After surgery, Smock, an іп- 


structor at Ivy Tech State College _ 


in Indianapolis, made remarkable 
progréss. In the next 30 months, 
he logged over 7,000: miles, 
enough for a round-trip coast to 

ith a few side trips along 


rkowski was not sur- 

hip replacement is a 

rocedure that. 

can eliminate 


We wish to thank all of our | 


‘the food, cards, prayers and 
visits at the time of our 
sorrow. 


2); р i i 
Betty Gressinger and Family 


Ifíclal hip can make a. - 
real difference in quality of life 
for athletes and others. 


== ле лл: 
motion and stability. Clearly, Mr. 
Smock is an exceptional example Ф) 
of what's possible. We would not 
récommend such an undertaking 
{о most patients, but most patients 
are able to pursue everyday activi. 
ties that would have been impossi. 
ble without the procedure." ` 


Y 


Ф 


F5 b. 
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Town Star Food Stores E 


- 3451 E. Main Street • Pahokee, FL 33476 


(561) 924-3089 
(1 Mile North of Pahokee on 441) BE 


Come and see us at our 


and Saturday, August 9th for the 


Grand Opening Festivities; register К 
for free gifts and take advantage of 
low, dow prices. 


newly remodeled Town | 


Ж 


Star Food Stores % 
4 FINA Station y 
É | featuring our bright new B 
# 
E . (Hours 6 am to 9 pm) Y 
23 Come and join us Friday, August 8th - BC 


4l 
B 


Y, -- 


6- THE SUN, Thursday, August 


NAVY 

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Joe Kyles, son of Diane Kyles of 
Belle Glade, is halfway through 
a six month deployment to the 
Mediterranean Sea aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS John F. 
Kennedy. 

Kyle is one of more than 
5,000 Sailors and Marines 
aboard the ship, which depart- 
ed its home port of Mayport, FL 
to lead the USS John F. 
Kennedy Battle Group. 

During the first half of the 
deployment, Kyles and had the 
opportunity to visit France, 
Slovenia and Spain. Although 
enjoying the diverse cultures 
was the point in visiting these 
countries, many of Kyles' ship- 
mates volunteered their time to 
paint, landscape or repair 
schools, orphanages and 
churches. While in Slovenia, 
USS John F. Kennedy and her 
crew hosted more than 11,000 
visitors aboard the ship. 

Carriers, like Kyles’, are for- 
ward deployed around the 
world to maintain a U.S. pres- 
ence and provide rapid 
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Rev. J.P. Fiad - Pastor 


«MOUSE OF GOD 
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Military News 


response in’ times of crisis. 
They serve аз а highly visible 
deterrent to would-be aggres- 
sors and, if deterrence fails, 
offer the most versatile and 
powerful weapons available. 

Kyles joined the. Navy in 
July, 1990. 


ARMY 

Bernanda E. Jones has joined 
the United States Army under 
the Delayed Entry Program. 

The program gives young 
men and women the opportuni- 
ty to delay enlistment into the 
Army for up to one year before 
reporting to basic military 
training. The enlistment gives 
the new soldier the option to 
learn a new skill, travel and 
become eligible to receive as 
much as $40,000 toward a col- 
lege education. After comple- 
tion of basic training, soldiers 
receive advanced individual 
training in their career special- 
ty. 

Jones will report to Fort 
Knox, Radcliff, KY, for military 
basic training August 13, 1997 
By enlisting, Jones qualified for 
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CHURCH OF ALL NATIONS . 
1 Mile S. of South Bay on Hwy US 27 


a $6,000 bonus. 
She is the granddaughter of 
Annie J. Arnett of Belle Glade. 


AIR FORCE 
RESERVE 

Winston W. Henry, son of 
Elizabeth and Neville Henry of 
South Bay, has been promoted 
to master sergeant in the 916 
Air Refueling Wing, the Air 
Force Reserve tanker unit at 
Seymour Johnson Air Force 
Base, N.C. 

As a reservist, Henry is a 
command post specialist work- 
ing with over 800 reservists. In 
the civilian world, Henry is a 
CalXpress 
Calibration Technician, 
Transcat/Eil, Charlotte, N.C 

A 1980 graduate of Glades 
Central High 
School, Henry resides in Spring 
Lake N.C. with wife 
Kimberly, daughter of Quanton 
Harrell of Belle Glade and Ollie 
M. Fuller of West Palm Beach. 


Electronic 


Community 


his 


AIR FORCE 
Senior Airman Denny Hale of 
h Bay, of Dennis 
entley of Bay and 


son 
South 


Carolyn Hale of Sidney, Ohio, is 
currently on leave from 
Masawa, Japan. 

Senior Airman Hale is Air 
Force Intelligence and recently 
finished a three month tour in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Hale, after completing a four 
year enlistment, plans to make 
the Air Force his career. 

He is a 1992 gráduate from 
School of CHOICE in Pahckee. 


In memory of... 


The following poem was submitted by Shirley Levins Jarriel in 
memory of her father, Marvin “Pop” Levins, who would have been 
90 years old on June 20, 1997 and her mother, Ami Curry Levins, 


who went to be with him on June 


TOG 


13, 1997. 


ZTHER AGAIN 
Don't weep anymore for me, my precious trea 


sures, 


I'm here with Daddy now, enjoying Heaven's pleasures, 


He looks so handsome and restored 


He's enjoying farming, his favorite thing," 
I kiss him for you and he loves to hear me sing 

‚ Songs of praise to our Lord 
You know how I love pretty things and good food - 
Daddy cooks for me and it's still just. as good! 
Vegetable and fried cornbread as only he can prepare. 
We always welcomed another one to the table 
Carry on the tradition - cook and share! 

Iknow you are grieving, 

No time to plan for my leaving 

But please have no regrets, don't stay in despair. 

I had a wonderful earthly life. 

Ours was a home free of strife. 

It was like Heaven on earth 


Now the joy of seeing Jesus face to face 

Maie it worth everything to finish the race - 
Imposstilg_to-tell His worth 

Ithank Him for my new body and for my new home - 
This wonderful glace where there's no need to roam, 
No need to worry or fret. 

АП of the family is-here 
Jesus is preparing your mansion; it 
But your work there is not finished yet. 
Everyone here as 
I tell them, “Soon!” 


сері уои 


true. 


5 when you're coming, 

while the Curry Band is strumming 
A song to welgome all of you. 

But wait for the rapture and come together 

Where there's never any stormy weather 


And we'll never have to say goodbye. ` 


_ Smock visited Indianapolissorthope- 


са spécial polyethylene known. as 


A PLAQUE WAS GIVEN to Joaquin Guillen (center) by Maude 
Vereen and Sgt. Curtis Stambaugh for his support of the Law 
Enforcement Appreciation Day celebrations held at the Mt. Zion 
A.M.E. Church. Mr. Guillen is the owner operator of The Belle 
Glade Meat Market. 


Obituaries 


"Week of August 7, 1997 А 


George King 2edonek, age 48 of Royal Palm Beach died 
August 3 at Columbia Palms West Hospital in Loxahatchee. 

Mr. Zedonek had been employed by the Palm Beach County 
School District since 1975 and was a teacher jn the Exceptional 
Student Education Department at Glades Central Community 
High School at the time of his death. 

He is survived by: wife - Betty Jane Heiser Zedonek; mother - 
Edith King of West Palm Beach; brother - Phillip Zedonek of 
Lakeland; cousin - Karen Terpac of Miami Beach and; aunt - 
Louise Ramsey of West Palm Beach. 6 

Memorial services will Бе held Saturday, August 9, 2 p.m. at the 
Palms West Funerzi Home is Royal Palm Beach. Rev. Michael 
Woodcock of Our Lady Queen of the Apostles will officiate. 


WW II Memorial Moves Closer To Beatty, 


(NAPS)—World War II veterans 
deserve it and they are expected'to 
get it: a national memorial to call 
their own. 

It started with a simple ques- 
tion. "Why isn't there a national 
World War II memorial in Wash- 
ington D.C.?" a veteran and retired 


postman asked about 10 years ago. 

Representative Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio) didn't know the answer, 
so she sponsored legislation autho: 
rizing the American Battle 
Monuments Commission to estab- 
lish a World War Ш Memorial in 
Washington. 

President Clinton е 


tually 


signed the legislation in 1993. 


World War II veterans are 
expected to get their own memo- 
rial, but money for the project 
needs to be raised beforehand. 


the design is approved by the 
E y of the Interior. 
en years after Durbin first 


After extensive public hear- 
ings, 


brought the idea of a national 
World War 1 memorial forward, 
the quest for funds has begun 
Another World War II veteran, 
Senator Bob Dole, is leading the 
effort to raise the. $100 million ® 
needed to build the memorial 
more information or to 
write to the American 
Battle Monuments Commission, 


е 7.4-асге area that in- 
s, the Rainbow Pool in 
hington's central core aréa 
ected and approved as the 
al site 

The postman, Roger Durbin, 
joined President Clinton in sprin- 
kling soil from World War 11 ceme- 
teries oh the site during the dedi- 
cation in 1995. 

More needs to be done. 

By law, the memorial can't be 
built until all funds are raised and 


donate 


Suite 12¢ 
20314-0001 


Or call (202) 761- 


OF HEALTH 


Wonder of Medicine: Hip Replacement 


(NAPS)—What some-would 


have called 
ingly comn a new hip that 
works as well as the old. 

The hip belongs to Warren 
Smock, He didn't let a total 
hip replacement in 1994 keep him 
from pursuing a lifetime goal of 
riding his-bicycle across the coun- 
try. Smock and other ists from 
around, the world took a 3,000- 
mile ride from Los Angeles. to 
Boston, even though a childhood 
disease had caused Smock's hip 
socket to deteriorate. 

An avid cyclist and founder of 
the Indiana Bicycle Coalition, 


“miracle” 
n 


is increas- 


di 


surgeon Dr. Robert Czarkowski 
k about his hip. The surgeon 
and performed a total hip 
ment. The diseased bone 
was replaced with a total hip’ 
implant made of titanium alloy aid 


ArCom. The hip was manufactured 
by Biomet, Inc., a leading supplier 
of orthopedic implants. 

After surgery ock, an in- 


“Ап artificial,hip can-make a 


structor at Ivy Tech State College 
in Indianapolis, made remarkable 
progress. -In the next 30 months, 
he logged over: 7,000 miles 
enough for a round-trip coast to 
coast, with a-few side trips 

Dr. Czarkowski was = 


prised. “Total hip-replacemestis a 


real difference in quality of life 
for athletes and others. E 
———— 


motion and stability. Clearly, Mr. 
Smock: is ап exceptional example 
of wha possible. We would not 
recommend such an /andertaking 
to most patients, but most patients 
are able to pursue everyday acti 
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сниясн оғ вор 
156 N.W. 9th Ауе. 
z Rev. Roden Gresham 
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MI. CALVARY FIRST 


-BAPTISI CHURCH 
180 S.W, 10 Ave. 


+ ties that would have been impossi- ` 
ble without t the ресей ncs 


The Shepherd's School 


A ministry of Goad Shepherd Church of God 


ENTER 


friends and nei pu. for all. 

the food, cards, prayers and 
visits at the time of our 

sorrow. 


School Begins August 18 


evi ati È Еее 
[EL Registration/Book Еее 
Rew. D.L Ford - Pastor 


ІНЕ AAST HOLINESS CHURCH 


OE THE LING 000 
125 W. 1th Ave. 
Bishop Wile Lee Wrisper - Pastor 


THÉ INSPIRATIONAL 
CHURCH оғ GOO 


‘Tuition 
K-4, K-5 

Grades 1 - 6 

Grades 7 - 


$2,250 
$2,500 


JAMES A. BENNETT 


. |. FONERAL HOME ||. юклы... || ' manse taoa anaita EAM c 
[^M E 1 11 924-9578 or 924-7284 Betty Gressinger and Family 
924-5604 Nm 1800 Bacom Point Road, Pahokee z кә. 


{Оре A 
| ET. ) XI Эге Cie д & | : 


.@ Town Star Food Stores 
m 3451 Е. Main Street * Pahokee, FL 33476 


(561) 924-3089 \ 
(1 Mile North of Pahokee on 441) 


Come and see us at our 
newly remodeled Town | 
Star Food Stores A 
FINA Station ү 


featuring our bright new 
Б 


| (Hours 6 am to 9 pm) 4 
. < Соте and join us Friday, August 8th 
= (cand Saturday, August 9th for the 5 
Grand Opening Festivities; register 
for free gifts and take 277 of 7 
- low, low pu p 
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New Bethel to offer 
Vacation Bible School 
New Bethel Baptist Church 
members are hosting Vacation 
Bible School the week of Aug. 
11 through Aug. 15 from 5 to 
“7:80 p.m. 
Pastor R.F. Hairston, III, 


possible. 


i 


“іл business 


How 
Help 


We're Here to Serve You, 
With Everything You Need 
Under One Roof! 


We want to make a difference in your 
community, and be the best neighbor 


At Wal-Mart, we commit to: keeping our 

prices 10%, our quality and selection high” 

and always having what you want — ‘ail 

under one roof. Also, we'll make sure we 
do those things you expect from your best 
neighbors — greet you when you come in, 

.* help you on. your way ош, treat you with 
respect, and care about your needs. 


We guarantee your satisfaction during each 
` and every visit to YOUR Wal-Mart store. It 
is our pledge, promise and reason for being 
your 
satisfaction. It's been true for more than 
33 years and will continue. 


Come See Us Soon. 
We.Can't Wait to Meet You! 


1. ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS WAL-MART. 


invites adults and children to 
attend. Volunteers are needed 
to help conduct the program. 

The schedule will include a 
devotional program, singing 
and scripture reciting. There 
will be class sessions, artistic 
creations, outdoor activities, 
music and refreshments. The 
event will close with a special 
program on Sunday, Aug. 17 at 
9:30 a.m. during the Sunday 
School worship services. 

Adults who wouls like to 
help with the Vacation Bible 
School program can contact 
Autrie Williams 


100 percent 


Registration informa- 
tion for Glade View 
Registration for pre-kinder- 

garten and kindergarten stu- 
dents at Glade View Elemen- 
tary School will be held. August 

12 and 13 in the cafeteria from 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m 

Parents should bring their 
child's proef of residency, shot 
record, birth certificate and 
proof of a physical with TB 
results. 


Back to school fun day 
at Pioneer Park 
Men on the Serious Side 


Ma 
You? 


| Coming Soon to Clewiston. 1005 West 


(M.O.S.S.) are hosting their 
third annual Back-To-School 
Fun Day on Aug. 23 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Pioneer Park 
on State Road 715, Belle 
Glade. 

School supplies will be given 
away to needy children and 
there will be food, drinks and 
games. For-more information, 
call Jeffery Henry at 996-8464 
or Miek Cromer at 996-7849. 


School registration 
begins! 
Sixth grade students at Lake 
Shore Middle School will have 


Sugarland Hwy. 


orientation and registration on^ _ Sixty-three members of the 


Thursday, Aug. 14 from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. 

The event will include a pro- 
gram at 7 p.m. at the Dolly. 
Hand Cultural Arts Center. 
Schedules for the 1997-98 
School year will be handed out 
and refreshments will be 
served. 

Parents needing information 
about registration require- 
ments should call the school at 
993-4046 


Class of 1978 needs to 
find 63 members 


Elizabeth. 


ЕТТЕГІ 


Pahokee High School graduat- 
ing Class of 1978 have still not +. 
been. located, according to 
Diane Freeman, one of the 
reunion organizers. 

Anyone with information on 
former classmates can call 
Diane Freeman at 924-2867 or 
Teresa Bynes at 924-2008. 


PBCC registration 

under way 

Registration for fall term 
classes at Palm Beach Commu- 1 
nity College is currently under 
way and runs through August 
22. Classes are scheduled to 
begin August 25. 

For further information, con- 
tact Palm Beach Community 
College's Glades Campus at 
992-3055. 

The college will be closed е 
Monday, Sept. 1 іп observance * 
of Labor Day. The college will 
re-open Tuesday, September 2. 


Everglades Regional 
offers bereavement 
support group 

A. Bereavement Support 
Group meets weekly at Ever- 
glades Regional Medical Cen- - 
ter in Pahokee. = 

For more information call 
Sandy Choate at 924-5201, 
extension 5142. 


Bayfest ‘97 committee 

meetings 

The Bayfest ‘97 committee 
meets the first and third Tues- 
day of the month at South Bay 
City Hall. 

Chairperson Milranda Smith 
encourages any South Bay res- 
idents who would like to par- 
ticipate to attend the meetings. 
Bayfest ‘97 will be held Octo- 
ber 25. For additional informa- 
tion, residents can call South 
Bay City Hall at 996-6751. - 


Home repairs offered 
to the needy 

Life Builders, a Men's Min- 
istry, is. ing: irs to the 
needy. If'anyone has a һоте-огя 
car that nits гей and they : 
are unable to do so, please call 
924-7284 or 996-0508. Life © 
Builders says this service is 
especially offered to widowed * 
women in the Glades who are 
unable to do this type of work 
and are in need of these ser- 
vices. 7 


Bereavement Support 
Group offered 

Hospice of Palm:Beach Coun- ~ 
ty is offering bereavement sup- 
port for local residents. Anyone 
who is having a difficult time 
dealing with the death of an 
important person in their life, 
struggling with loneliness and 
a changing social role, is invit- 
ed to attend. 

The support, group meets 
every Tuesday afternoon from 
4 to 5 p.m. at the Golden 
Glades Hospice Office, located 
at 125 S.E. Avenue E, Belle 
Glade (behind insurance com- 
pany/Children's Home Society). 
Parking is available at Bank of 
Belle Glade. 

For further information call 
996-1285. 


Recovery Group meets 
at Good Shepherd 

А Christ-centered recovery 
group meets.every Monday 
evening at-the Good Shepherd 
Church of God in Pahokee. 
Meetings are at 7:30 pm. and ~ 
the public is welcome. 

The church is located at 1800 
Bacom Point Road, Pahokee. 


Children welcome 

Lutheran Ministries of Flori- 
da, Inc. PEPPI Head Start, is 
recruiting and accepting appli- 
cations for three and four year y 
old children. ч ~ 

All are welcome, including 
children with disabilities and 
there are no fees. The center is 
located at 200 S.W. 9th Street, ` 
Belle Glade. For informa- 
tion, call 996-1718: Contact 
Persons are Barbara Green or 
Tammy Kyles. 
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Summer bass action heats 


STAYING WITHIN THE LINES...Kianga Hanif helps children paint numbers and designs on 
large sheets of paper at a fun day activity held Saturday at Glades Glen in Belle Glade. 


SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES...Cooks Alma Montgomery ànd Felecia Scott prepare chicken 
for residents and guests at Saturday's fun day at Glades Gfen. 


A lot of anglers are missing a 
reat bass fishing opportunity 
then they write off lake Okee- 
hobee for the summer, accord- 
ag to the Florida Game and 
‘resh Water Fish Commission 
fficers. | 

If you know how to go about 
t, and where to go, fishing 
аке Okeechobee in the sum- 
»er can be highly productive, 
aid Don Fox, fishery biologist 
rith the Florida Game and 
‘resh Water Fish Commission. 
Many anglers are limiting 
ut, and it's not uncommon to 
et eight and nine pound bass, 
ccording to Fox, who has 
1ionitored the Lake Okee- 
hobee fishery resource for the 
ast 15 years. 

One reason is fishing pres- 
ure drops dramatically once 


hot. weather sets in. Fox con- 
servatively estimates that the 
decline is around 75 percent. 
That means the summer bass 
anglér is facing less competi- 
tion from other fishermen. 

“Ву June everybody's gone," 
Fox said. “You go out on the 
lake and you don't seé another 
soul. You really have the lake 
to yourself. And, the bass are 
out there waiting to be 
caught." 

Fox advises summer anglers 
to fish early or fish late. That's 
when the bass action peaks. 
Try wetting a line between 
daybreak and around 9:30 
a.m., or wait until 5 or 6 p.m. 
that night. A good place to 
work your lure is where flow- 
ing water enters the lake, 
including the mouth of the 


up on Lake Okeechobee 


Kissimmee River, Indian 
Prairie, and Harney Pound - 
all on the north side of the 
lake. 

*The mouth of the Kissim- 
mee River is one of the best 
places to try," Fox said. "You'll 
find the bass schooling right at 
the drop-off of the sand bars. 
Anglers are just rippin’ up the 
bass.” 

“The fish run between two 
and three pounds, and are 
feeding on shad,” Fox said. 
“The best bet is to use a deep- 
diving crankbait like the: Rat- 
tletrap.” 

In other parts of the lake, Fox 
suggests anglers look for vegeta- 
tion, especially bullrush, a prime 
habitat for bass. He suggests 
plastic worms fished at the edge 
of Bullrush near deep water. 


X 


Bird's nest soup is made from the lining of swifts' nests, a sort of Telly secreted by the birds’ well-devel- 
oped salivary glands. Since the nests are found on steep cliffs, the soup Is very expensive and served 


only at special feasts. 


CASH LOANS ON YOUR TITLE 


Get from $200 to $25,000 
No Credit • Bad Credit е Bankruptcy 


GET A LOAN FROM US 
PARK YOUR TITLE е DRIVE YOUR CAR 


Se Habla español 


NOW IN TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 


501 N.E. Park Street * 


(941) 357-9955 


You can 


make a difference 
in the life of 


а deservin 


local chil 


Тике Stock in Children is truly a partnership 
between you and a local child. We will we 100% 
of your contribution to sponsor à deserving, 
local child from n low-income family who 
ue thei 
high school. There are eve 


wants to conti 


education beyond 


»portunities for 
* you to become a perxonul mentor to a child 


your contribution sponsors 


And 100% commitment is expected from the 
child: excellent grades; hard work, even a 
contract tò stay drug: and crime-free. If they 

i meet all these requirements they will receive 
: a scholatship and a caring adult mentor. 
її going to be hard work for them; for you 
its us easy seing out this form or calling 
е Ү@$, 1 wantto sponsor а local child 
Please send me my хода photograph and biography. 
0 $30 per month Q Please accept my jift of $ à 
25360 per year О Please send me more intormation 0n becoming a mento’. 


CI Payment есіме. Make check payal 


ake Stoel 


hildre en.) 
O Plow charge to my credit zar: O Mastercard O Via 


Account № 


Expiration Datë 

Signature: 
© ше аат 
сиу мше Zip 


Telephone Number 


Barnett. 


Vest оТ Вуле Haldia Nopere Marhite өті Herwett Пай vr буд ченинин 


Mail te TMC, 30 N, Ї лиги Street, Suite Is Jacksonville, FL «1220? 


итуе» iw тик 


JV sto OF реу МЕН SERIO ES BY CAEN TI ITI WT IUIS Eti | «өө, 


LUST TION DOR Мк DEE) MARLENE анта лөм шка ум ну тик VT OF Fl 


Okeechobee 


141 S. Main * Belle Glade 
(561) 993-3309 


anew idea we call 
SuperNett Onliné 

| Financial Services. 
First, SuperNett 


- software: Microsoft” 
Money or Quicken: Or, if you prefer, 


Well, now you cn. With, 


gives you a choice of 


to use it: pay bills, check your balances, 
get tips on managing your everyday — 
finances, budgeting and planning for 
taxes, college and retirement. 

For more information, just call 
1-800-522-3909; Or visit our website, 
http://www.barnet.com. 

: Whatever you do, doit soon. And 
get SuperNett. Online, on your terms. 

Now, does all this mean that we're 

changing things about the way we do." - 


"business? It sure does. It takes ideas like 


you can download BankNOW “from this to keep up, 
the Internet. And that's noc all. with people. " Barnett 
Then it gives you a choice € like you. е5 втома Live: 
Quicken isa registered traderi and. BUENO. isa trademark of Innit Inc. Micrsoft is 4 


a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporaon. CBarnerr Banks, Inc. 1997. FDIC insured 


X 
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1997 FORD F-150 
X-CAB LARIET P/U 


520,995 | 


'95 CHEVY ASTRO 
AN LS 
Loaded, dual AC 


$16,788 


'96 MAZDA B-3000 
Super cab, auto, V6, 
AC, low miles 


$15,995 


'94 CHEVY.C1500 P/U р 
EXTENDED САВ 96 GEO PRIZM 


Sportside Silverado 
|: Teal, loaded 


'94 BUICK CENTURY 
4DOOR 
Auto, àir, much more 


56,997 


Auto, clean, 1 owner, 
AC, dual airbags `_ 


teve Moore Of Belle Glade - 


USED 
AR & TRUCK 


Large Inventory To Choose From! 
Cars, Trucks, Utility Vehicles And Vans! 
All Priced То Go! Drive One Home Today! 


'95 CHEVY $10 PICKUP | '93 Isuzu RoD RODEO 4x4 


Gian auto, air & 


1996 CHEVY 
CAVALIER 4 DOOR 


Low miles, б, 


511, T 


nuch more 


58,997 


Бы. 5% 


e 


Loaded with T-tops 


oq 5, 49 7 зе CHEWY LUMINA ADR |, FORD T-BIRD CPE LX 


Ve тава тоге, uto, air & more 


$12,997 510,997 


OUNTRY н 
V6, loaded, low miles, puto yer Xe llent 


clean 
[s12,997  :2,997 
{ '97 CHEVY CAVALIER | '95 CHEVY CAVALIER 
4dr, AC, auto, great 2DR 


Red! Auto, AC, & cassette 


Сла даб aa 
1995 CHEVY 6-10 BLAZER 


V6, 4dr, LS white, clean! ` 


511,495 


"96 PONTIAC SUNFIRE 
SE 4DOOR 


Auto, air & more 


'95 FORD RANGER 
Super Cab, AC, full 
power, auto 


93 dH 540 PICKUP 
Black cherry ': 
& ready to go 


'96 CHEVY TAHOE 4DR 
Loaded, cherry, super 
clean 


$6,497 


1996 CHEVROLET 
CORSICA'S 


th V6 engir 


INTERNET 


| HITTPUPWWW, Steve Moore Inc. СОМ 


E Se Habla 
=~ © Espanol 


| 


Auto, air & more, blue 


:8,997 


$10,997 |:25,997 


1996 CHEWVY MONTE CARLO LS 


Air conditioning. full power, aluminum wheels 
leather,-red! 


| 
514 995 q 


'95 CHEVY $10 
EXTENDED CAB 
Red, super clean 


59,997 


1997 FORD F-150 
X-CAB XLT P/U 
Super clean, iow miles 


ЖЕНЕ 519,976 


‚ ALL VEHICLE PRICES PLUS TAX AND TAG. 


'95 MITSUBISHI 


MIRAGE 4DR "94 TOYOTA DX 4x4 P/U 


USED CAR DEPARTMENT 


1336 S. MAIN STREET | 
BELLÉ GLADE 


(561) 396-8909 A 


КО 


Glades Track Club scores big in Baton Rouge 


Members of the Glades Track 

ub competed in the USA 

ck & Field Junior Olympic 

National Championships at 

, Southern University in Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana July 22 
through 27. 

Highlights are: 

ANITA PEREINS, age 11 
from Belle Glade, competed in 
the Midget Age Group, 11 & 12 

old. 
Ж ntathlon - National 
Champion and State 
Record, 
80 meter hurdles - 13.43 - 
1st place, 
shot put - 24'5" - 7th place, 
high jump - 47.25" - 1st 
place, 
long jump - 165,25” - 
place, 
800 meter run - 2:31.99 - 
1st place, 
total points - 3165 (91 
points from national 
record.) 
broke 


lst 


Anita Jerkita 


ҰРА releases results 


The U.S. EPA recently 
announced the results of a 
nationwide state/EPA enforce- 
ment initiative aimed at identi- 
fying and correcting violations 

| of state and EPA regulations 
requiring the use of approved 
leak detection methods at 
Wéderground storage tank 
(UST) facilities. 

There are about one million 
federally regulated USTs in use 
in the United States. Over the 
past nine years, more than 
321,000 UST releases have 
been confirmed. The EPA esti- 
mates that about 60 percent of 
these releases have affected 
panater, the source of 

inking water for half of all 
Атегісапв. States have report- 
ed that USTs аге the most com- 
mon source of groundwater 
contamination and that petro- 


McClorin’s (also a member of 
the Glades Track Club) state 
record of 3134 points. She is the 
first female Track & Field ath- 
lete from Palm Beach County 
to win three national gold 
medals in one year: Youth 
Nationals Pentathlon, Youth 
Nationals High Jump and 
Junior Olympic Nationals 
Pentathlon. 

GENEEKA MORRIS, age 
10 from Belle Glade, competed 
in the Bantam Age Group, 9 & 
10 years old. 

*high jump - 41.25" - 4th 

place, 
*triathlon - 6th place 
medalist, 

shot put - 19'11" -9th 
place, 

high jump - 39.75" - 3rd 
place, 

200 meter dash - 31.07 - 
6th place, 

total points - 952 


*shot put - 202.25" - 15th 


leufn is the most common cont- 
aminant. 

During May 1997, states and 
the EPA inspected 10,050 facil- 
ities, including gasoline sta- 
tions and truck and bus fleet 
refueling facilities. States 
inspected 9,311 facilities and 
the EPA inspected 739. A total 
of 3,192 facilities were found in 
violation of release detection 
requirements, 

Most of the facilities inspect- 
ed are privately owned, but 
some are owned by federal, 
state or local government agen- 
cies. In most cases, the owners 
were not immediately penal- 
izéd but are expected to take 
action to install or perform 
release. detection and keep 
records in accordance ‘with 
State and federal requirements. 
In approximately 400 cases, 


Pahokee;High registration 


e ET take place on Thursday, August 14, from noon 


eventh and eighth graders will register in the cafeteria, ninth 
through 12th graders will register in the gymnasium. Seniors 
who аге 18 years old пау register themselves with proof of age. 
Parent orientation sessions will be held at 1 and 5 
All first time ninth graders and students new to PHS т must pre- 


sent physical and immunization 


records, including TB results. All 


new séventh graders mst comply with new requirements. 


SEIZED CARS FROM $175. Porsches, 
Cadillacs, Chevys, BMWs, Corvettes. 
Also, Jeeps, 4WDs. Your area. Toll-free, 
1-800-218-9000, ext. A9567 for current 
listings. 8/28 


'92 BUICK ROADMASTER sedan. 
Men condition. $10,500. 561-790- 
we. 4 87 


CARS.FOR 5100 or best offer. Auctioned 
locally by IRS, DEA, FBI, 4x4's, RV's, 
Boats, Computers & more. Call Toll Free 
24 hrs, 7 days. 1-800-972-5213 ext. 470. 
FCAN 87 


|, SEIZED CARS from $150. Jaguar, 
we Mercedes, BMW, Porsche, 
onda, 4x4's, Trucks and more. Local 
sales listing. Toll free 1-800-669-2292 
ext. A-4000. FCAN 


1 NEED HELP! OVERWHELMED! Will 
help: you get'started !-Eam $5-10K pet 
month. Fantastic support! No selling, 
NOT MLM. 1 min, message. 1-800-322-. 


6160-2613. FCAN ^ 87 
LEARN WHAT YOUR 8055 DOESN'T 
want you to know! BE YOUR OWN 
BOSS! Free insider report tells how. No 


place. 


Geneeka has won four 


medals at national meets this 


year, one each for 1st, 2nd, 4th 
and 6th places. 

KRISTEN WHITE, age 16 
from Wellington, competed in 
the Intermediate Age Group, 15 
& 16 years old. 

*discus - 112'8" - 9th place, 

*javelin - 872.5" - 18th 

place. 

SOILA KONCHELLAH, 
age 9 from Belle Glade, compet- 
ed in the Bantam Age Group. 

*high jump - 3'7.5" - 15th 

place, 

*1500 meter run - 5:50.71 - 

15th place. č 

Soila and Geneeka together 
were awarded the 3rd place tro- 
phy for the team competition at 
the Youth Nationals that took 
place during the first week of 
duly. 


of state/EPA initiative 


however, states and the EPA 
proposed or collected fines 
ranging from $50 to $300,000. 
The largest fines were assessed 
where owners had a history of 
noncompliance or. where viola- 
tions posed significant threats 
to health and the environment. 
he national total of fines pro- 
posed or collected by states and 
the EPA was slightly more than 
one million dollars. 2 

During the May inspections, 
inspectors also reminded own- 
ers and operators of USTs 
installed before December 1988 
that they have less than two 
years remaining in which to 
comply with requirements for 
spill, overfill and corrosion рго- 
tection. , 

These requirements, desig- 
ned to prevent future leaks, 
will take effect in December 


Advertise 


Morris. 


1998, except in a few states 
where they are already in 
effect. 
December 1988 had to meet 
these requirements when they 
were installed.) 

Owners and operators of the 
older USTs will need to replace 
or upgrade their tanks to meet 
these requirements, or close 
them properly. The EPA recent- 
ly announced that the Agency 
will not extend the December 
1998' deadline. The 1998 
requirements are a key ele- 
ment in the ongoing state/EPA 
effort to prevent groundwater 
contamination. 

For more information, please 
call Irv Auerbach (EPA) at 703- 
603-7139, Debbie Rutherford 
(EPA) at 703-603-7171 or your 
state UST program contact .at 
904-488-3935. 


in The Sun 


For display ads, call Penny - 
For classified ads, Call Yvonne 
at 561-996-4404. 


LOCAL CANDY ROUTE. 30 Vending FORCLOSED GOVERNMENT HOMES 

Machines. Earn арх. $800.00/day. All for AND PROPERTIES. Seized &Forfeited, 

$9,995, Call 1-800-998-VEND. FCAN ordered to be sold. Pennies on the dollar. 

87 Call Mon-Fri 8 AM-7PM; Sun 12-5. 1- 

800-492-9301 Ext. 3500. FCAN 87 

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY MCI Pre-paid 

calling card routes. Great locations іо 3BR, 1BA WOOD HOUSE, FHA 

Choose from. Just $3,250 gets you start- ^ approved. 996-6266. 87 

ed! High. Weekly Potential. 1-800-700- 

7177 24 hours. FCAN 87 GOVERNMENT 


HOMES, pennies on $1. Repos, VA, 
HUD, Sheriff sales. No money down gov- 
emment loans available now. Local list- 
ings. Toll free 1-800-669-2292 ext. H- 

£ 87 


Business 
ы Services 
STEVE'S MOWING, SERVICE Lots, 


acreage and bush hog. Call (nas 
9527. 


4000. FCAN 


NC 
PRESSURE CLEANING зы 8 2а < ў 

Сдттегсізі. Less expensive than rent- ATTN: LPN's AND RN's! Become an Rn 
ing-single wides $25.00, double wides ‚ or BSN graduate and increase your 
$35.00, sheds $5.00 each. Belle Glade income without going Баск to school! To 
yel 993-4910, Clewiston (941) 983- schedule your interview-in WEST PALM 
п BEACH, Call Diane Baskin by AUG 10. 
1-800-737-2222, 87 

в 


Homes 

For Sale JOB LINE: Hendry Regional Medical 
rid M Center. For employment inquiries, call 
PUBLISHERS NOTICE: Al eil өлі roai ostato ndr 

Sun i abject ю fe Fedea Ға? Housing ise which malum 4 бергі 941-902-3085. tin 
Ww advertise "ary preference, imitato or dacrmnation based on 
ася cok, тіріп ex, Parca, fl ушал э байо org or 


FORECLOSED ` 


жу iria 0 mala sch preference, давот or dscimhaon* 
b клен, Ғе Paim Baach County Fak Housing Ordnance ркі 
бастаю besed on ge, mart sts or sexa обата The 
Эл) өй ти гонуу, acispt any advertsing which is i нош сї 
‘Te ин M pariera aes өлү Готе Pat М дез ae ava 
sot enn қарығуы 


LARGE 3 BR/2BA HOME on almost 1 
full acre. Outskirts of South Bay. Beauti- 


CABIN DRY CLEANERS needs experi- 
enced clothes pressor..Call Randy 0 
3 tin 

ӨЛЕ. 
CDL DRIVER WITH class А driver's 
license, 561-848-0333. 8/4 


selling! No investment! Сай 1-800-792- ful lawn, fruit trees, Many extras. Must AFTER HOURS PAID: Instructors and 


4953. FCAN 


“Whe Sun Classifieds are continued on page 1% 


87 тне, 87 Business Counselors for The EDGE Cen- 


ter, Inc. Entrepreneurial T Pro- 


Classified 


: Miscellaneous че r sale under $2000. For details, call Yvonne at 561-996-4404. 
| SPECIAL: Run your ad four consecutive weeks, and the last two weeks are half price! Call for info. 


grams. Entrepreneurial experience a 
plus. Teaching and/or Facilitator Experi- 
ence required. Instructors will Use a 
nationally recognized curriculum to pre- 
sent a multi-week training course for 
entrepreneurs, which will result in the 
completion of feasibility or growth plans 
for participants. Certification training pro- 
vided. Curriculum review available by 
appointment. Applications available upon 
request from The EDGE Center, Inc. 
located'in the old Glades Central High 
School Library at, 425 W. Canal Street М. 
Belle Glade: Apptication deadline August 
8, 1997. Contact Carl Seibert - Executive 
Director at (561) 993-EDGE (3343). 8/7 


ATTENTION BELLE GLADE! Postal 
positions: clerks and sorters. No experi- 
ence required. Benefits. For exam, salary 
and testing information, call 1-800-547- 
4787, ext. 1337, 8am - 8pm. 87 


TRACTOR DRIVER - Lykes Bros., Iné., 
Southem Operating Division, has imme- 


diate opening for one tractor driver at our | 


Sugar.cane farm. Must have at least one 
year prior experience driving tractors uti- 
lized in sugar cane farming and have a 
valid drivers license. Applications now 
being “accepted at: Lykes Bros., Inc., 

Southern Operating Division, 106 SW 
CR721, Okeechobee, FL 34974. 
ААЈЕЕО. MIF/DIV. A drug-free work- 
place. 814 


PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST for busy 
physician's office. Two days a week, 
evenings. Bilingual helpful. Сай 561-798- 
0682 or fax resume, 561-795-2896. 8/14 


BURNING(UP THE TRACK AND FIELD...Members of the Glades Track Club did well in com- 
petition in Baton Rouge. Pictured from left to right are: (back)'Assistant Coach Dave Brannan, 
Kristin White and Coach Mike White. (front) Soila Konchellah, Anita Perkins and Geneeka 


(USTs installed after" 
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The Sun 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT INSERIEIC 


Announce 


Merchandise 


4 


Р.О. Вох 2226 
Belle бізде, FL 33430 
For more information 


(561) 996-4404 


Business 


Transportation 


тріо 
Real bs 


Homes 


and more! 


lease run the following ad - 


Whatever 


vou rt 


Е TUE Н 

lumber of words, jInsert &. Тітез 
.00 for the 15 10 words, Each Additional 
ord costs 2%. ALL ADS MUST BE PAID? 

ADVANCE. DEADLINE IS MONDAYS 
PM. FOR THE FOLLOWING THURSDAY 
DITION. Return this coupon with рау- 
елі. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 


са. чиг Е 


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SUPPORTIVE slcing a assertive and cooperative. 


HOUSING PROGRAM IS SEEKING full- 
time, highly organized Crisis: Intervention 
Specialist. Bachelor's degree and one 
year experience required. Must be flexi- 
ble, speak Spanish and reside in the 
Belle Glade, western community area. 
Fax resume to M.P. Cummings at 561- 

833-2340. 8/28 


“SOUTH BAY CORRECTIONAL FACILI- 
TY SEEKING: Physician. Must have a 
Florida. certification. Excellent!!! Salary + 
Benefits., Fax resume (561) 992-9551. 
EOE MFIHN. 87 


CLIENT SERVICES AIDE Job Summary: 
Résponsible for assisting the Client Ser- 
vices Coordinator and Case managers by. 
performing routine duties and'services for 
persons with HIV infection. Qualifications: 
High School graduate with Florida certifi- 
cation in homemaking’ or nursing assis- 

l- Minimum sixteén hours of training in 
ies. related to human | development M 


си organization 
eliold tasks, and principles of 
cleanliness and safety. Two years work- 


Responsibilities: Completes written: 
intakes for cients ‘Accompa- 
nies clients to social. service/medical 
appointments when appropriate, May 
perform the functions generally undertak- 
en by the primary caregiver such as: pre- 
pare meals, do laundry, go shopping, 
and, if applicable, care for children. Main- 
tains strict principles of safety. Provides 
no hands-on care. Reports to the appro- 
priator supervisor any incidents related to 
work. and/or to the client for whom ser- 
vices were provided. Documents ай care 
and services provided in a timely manner. 
Contact Client Services Coordinator-of 
Comprehensive AIDS Program of Palm 
Béach County, Inc. at 561-996-7059 or 
FAX resume to 561-996-1567. 87 


ROOF VAC MECHANIC, to operate root 
vacum equipment, 561-848-0333. 8/14 


STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS GLADES CORREC- 
TIONAL INSTITUTION Vocational 
Instructor Il - F/C, Position 401257. This 
“position requires Carpentry. Pay range: 
$782.44 to $1251.58 bi-weekly. 

tional Ihstructor 11 - F/C, Positi 


ing experience in home care or a health „ #090000. This position is an OPS posi- 
care setting. Good verbal and written. tion - Temporary with no benefits. This 
skills effective for documentation in client job is foran experienced Air-Conditioning * 
records as well as communication with Duct Mechanic. Рау: 516,00 per hour. 
staff, clients and others in the community. State of Florida applications may be 
Reliable car and valid Florida driver's obtained at Glades Correctiónal Institu- 
license. Ability to manage stress related tion, 500 Orange Avenue Circle, Belle 
билү и on be pet v Florida 33430. Phone. (561)996- 
Good personal hygiene and be neat in БА ркасы i 
appearance. Flexible, creative, articulate, ec te 


ы 
\ 
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SPECIAL: Run your ad four consecutive weeks, and the last two weeks are half price! Сан ыы” 


800-633-0550 Ext. SWF.FCAN 87 800-644-2257. (вов-пМ). FCAN 87 


DRIVERS-FLATBED'$1,000 SIGN-ON 
BONUS new pay package! Monthly 
Bonus Program! Need CDL-A & 6 
months OTR ECK Miller 1-800-611-6636. 
Owner Operators also Welcome! FCAN 
87 


- 
ROOFERS/SHEET METAL WORKERS 
willing to leam a trade, we offer training 
programs and hourly wage. 561-848- 
0333. 8/14 


GOVERNMENT JOBS HIRING NOW! 
11-335 Per Hr. Paid Training Full Bene- 
fits! 7 Days 1-800-433-7353 Ext. 3160. Р. 
CAN 87 


GOV'T POSTAL JOBS. NOW HIRING. 
Start $13.74/hr. 818-506-5354 ext. 8310. 
FCAN 87 


EARN MONEY READING BOOKS! 
$30,000/yr income potential. Details. 1- 
800-513-4343. ext. Y1616. ҒСАМ. 8/7 
DRIVER-HAUL over 80%drop-n-hook 
freight in late-model equipment and get 
real respect! Competitive pay, plenty of 
home time. SCALES Transport, an Amer- 
iTruckeCompany. 1-800-320-0927. ҒСАМ 

87 
DRIVERS...SWIFT TRANSPORTATION 
Now Hiring Truck Drivers. Regional Runs 
Available! Training is Available! Excellent 
Pay & Benefits. Consistent Miles. Reten- 
lion Incentive, Tuition Reimbursement. 1- 


FRIENDLY TOYS & GIFTS has immedi- 
ate openings in your area. Number One 
in Party plan: Toys, gifts, Christmas, 
Home decor. Free catalog and informa- 
боп. 1-800-488-4875. FCAN 87 


GOVERNMENT JOBS. Now hiring іп 
your area. $16,000-$68,000. . Call 1-800- 
883-0891 ext. J-400 for current Federal, 
County, Cty & State lists. САМ. 8/7 


DRIVERS OTR McClendon Trucking 


DRIVER NOT GETTING THE MILES or 
Pay you Want? 1. Leader in Miles. 2. 
Average 1,850 Miles/Trip. 3.Top Line 
Equipment. Experienced Drivers/Owner 
Operators Covenant Transport 1-800- 
441-4394, 1-888-MORE-PAY Graduates 
‚ 1-800-338-6428. ҒСАМ У. 


Now Hiring! Company Drivers eam up to. 
M ш Fuel/Safety Bonus. Owner - 


SUMMER IN THE ROCKIES & WEST, 
RN'S, LPN's, CNA's, travel, local, per- 
manent placement, health insurance, 
cash bonus, great salary, no fee, travel 
pay, housing. PMN, 800-347-5317. FCAN 

87 


о 


STAR TREK COLOR POSTCARDS. 92 
DIFFERENT ONES, ONLY $100.00. Mar- 
Пуп Monroe, 1953 calendar only $25. Set 
of 3 postcards only $20. ALL TOPICAL 
POST-CARDS SOLD-954:971-6692 OR 
1-800-971-6692 ext 18. ҒСАМ 87 


RDAY, AUGI 
8:30 A.M. 
Location: 112 Deer Trail East, Sebring, Florida 


Directions: From Sebring go south on Hwy. 27 to Hwy. 
98 turn left on Hwy. 98, go 2 miles to sale site on left. 


TO CONSIGN EQUIPMENT, CALL SALE SITE. 
Sale Site Phone: (941) 655-5386 * Fax (941) 655-2731 


FARM TRACTORS & MACHINERY, CITRUS & 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT, TRUCKS, 
TRAILERS, TRUCK TRACTORS, & ATV'S 


Many More Items Consigned Daily 
Until 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, August 8th 


Warrarity: All Equipment is sold “As is Where is" with no warranties 
Terms & Conditions: Cash or check with bank letter б! guarantee. 


Inspection: Wed., August 6 through Fri., August 8, Bo 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. All purchases must be гетоуа by Tues., 
August 12, NO LOADING ON SUNDAY. 


Auctioneer Terry DeMott » FL Lic. #AB1285 - #AU1833 


DeMott Auction Co., Inc., Moultrie, Georgia 
(912) 985-4565 * FAX (912) 985-0754 


CHANGING TABLE, $40. WALKER, 
$15. Baby clothes 6 - 12 months. Call 


‘79 FORD LTD, $500. Has new transmis- 
sion, battery and carburetor. Needs work 
оп motor. 924-5316 after 5pm. 87 


FACTORY, LEFTOVERS SAM'S CLUB 
Aug. 7-10. Save Thousands. .Bank 
Repo's/Estate buyouts RV's. Open to the 
public-Dealers Welcome. Sam's Club. 


HELP WANTED 

“М A ғ 
(Resume Required) 

* Line Level Positions 
Cook, Salad Bar, Servers 


Kitchen Prep. 
Apply in Person. 


SHONEY'S 
1030 W. Sugarland Highway 
Clewiston 


COUNTRY 
CARS USA 


Where Buying Is A Pleasure 
and We Warranty 


Every Car Sold 
1997 Ford Езсол,4 dr, Gold 

1996 Mitsubishi Mirage, 4dr, Green 
1996 Chevrolet Cavalier, 4dr, Green 
1996 Hyundal Accent, 4 dr. Siver 
1995 Chevrolet Beretta, 2dr, Wru: 
1995 Toyota Tacoma Pickup, W 
1895 Ford Ext Cab F150 4x4 Poi 
1994 Mercury Sable, 43 GS, Bue 

1994 Chevrolet Cavalier, 4%. Giu 
1994 Jeep Wrangler 4x4. Red 


The following vehicles will be sold at public auction| 
м 10-00 a.m at 550 SW 16ih Street, Belle Glade, on} 


. — 959 Hotneniade Trailer 
+ 1989 Outdoor Motor. KAW92186C989 

1976 Chevy P'up ССО14бА135902 

1983 Toyota Tercel JT24L3163D0092244 

1979 Chevy 208 1237798536191 

1972 International Tractor 2594710463651 

Chevy ADR 
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Legal No. 97-88 


opened for the furnishing of all materia 
Jequipment, and supplies necessary for: 


WATER QUALITY MONITORING & REPORTING 
EVERGLADES AGRICULTURAL AREA 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DISTRICT 


including, necessáry appurtenant items and in 
with-Technical Specifications prepared, 
by Ed Barber, Technical Advisor to the District. 


INVITATION TO BID 


SEALED BIDS for the lease of real property owned 
by the Housing Authority of the City of Belle Glade} 
and being more particularly described as follows: 


APPROXIMATELY 15+ acres, located just south 
Okeechobee Center, Belle Glade, Florida in Section} 
7, Township 44 South, Range 27 East, Palm Beach] 
County Florida, 


ча of sample collection and analysis of total 
phorus on water samples from fifteen (15) sites for a 
period of one (1) year. Composite samples from 


ty-one (21) daya for а total of seventeen (17) times «ШІ be received by the Housing Authority of Ња) 
The samples will be collected һу 


jampler equipment. The, 


be publicly opened and read aloud. 


Copies of the Lease may be otfhained from the office 
of the Exacutive Director, Р.О. Box 677, 1204 NW| 
Avenue L Terrace, Belle Glade, Florida and repeipt 
$500. 


[uui ы cllecad erary twenty-one (21) days 
total of seventeen (17) times at ench of the sites 


_| 1994 Ford Ranger Pickup, Wwe 
› 1994 Isuzu Rodeo, 4dr, Black 


1994 Dodge Spirit, 4dr, Red 
1994 Honda Accord EX, 2dr Green. 


AN bide shall be in sealed envelopes addressed 
the Executive Director and plainly marked dn the! 
шшде 

BIDNO. 97.1 


Specifications may be examined and obtained by 
4 BID ITEM: LEASE ОР REAL 


Kazalified bidders at the office of Calwell & Pacetli, _ 


1994 Ford Aspire, 2dr, Red 

1993 Mazda 929, 4%, Burgundy 
1993 Toyota Camry LE, 4dr. Green 
1993 Eagle Talon TSI AWD, 2c", Red 
1993 Mitsubishi Eclipse, 24. White 
1993 Ford Escon, 4dr, Blue 

1992 Dodge Dakota Pickup. Biue/Goks 
1991 Ford Escort, 2%, Rad 

1991 Ford F-150 Pickup, Fed 

1991 Toyota Tercel 2d, White 
1991 Chevrolet Corsica, 4dr, Blue. 


PROPERTY 
33401, (561) 665-0620, (ask for BID OPENING DATE: AUGUST 19, 
Legal Assistant). 1997 | E 
Proposals shall be set forth in the form attached to 
[nnd being a part of the Contráct Documenta will nat 

|be issued unless a request is received at least Lwen- 
ty-four (24) hours prior to opening of the bid 


The Howling Authority of the City of Belle Glade] 
reserves the right tò reject any-or all bide and 
waive any irregularities therein, and to award upon 
the beat interest of the Housing Authority of thel 
City of Belle Glade 


HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE 
Е. 


1990 Ford Aerostar Van, Burgundy 
1989 Ford Escort, 2%, Burgundy 
1989 Isuzu I-Mark, 4dr, Biva 

1889 Plymouth Voyager LE Van, нме 
1988 Pontiac Firebird, 2dr, White 


Published. The Біз, August 7 and 14, 1997 
Legal No. 97-89 


1967 Chrysler 5th Ava., 4, StveqBlack 
1986 Bülck Skyhawk, 2 dr, white 
1984 Dodge Aries SE 4dr, White 

1979 GMC Pickup Truck. Brown/White 


COUNTRY CARS USA: 
700 E. Sugarland Hwy. 


(Across From Robbies Rest ) 


АЛ of the above vehicles are currently stored at the 
655 US 27 North location in South Bay, Florida. 


Published: The Son August Т, 1997 
Legal No. 91:90 
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Legal 997-87 189 202-0000 
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tennis, club house, much more! Brannon 
Forest, Maggie Valley, NC 1-888-926- 


10690 Beach Bivd., Jacksonville. FCAN 

87 
NEW BREAKTHROUGH IN FUND 
RAISING! Your group get's a big check 
‘every month, fast and ваѕуі. Сай 24 hour 


715-3297. FCAN 87 


6009. ҒСАМ 87. 
CABLE CONVERTERS & DESCRAM- 


BLERS. Why Rent? Save $$$ Blow’ 50. COLORADO PRE-DEVELOPED 


away prices guaranteed-beat ай competi- recorded message for details. (904) 367- Land Sale 40 AC- $29,900 Gently rolling 
tors-call Corporate Office 1-888-2738- 9597. FCAN 8/7 fields cradled in foothills of Wet Mtns. 
8181 (M-F 9 AM-7PM) CC Accepted. Enjoy spectacular views of Greenhoms & 
фото НАКА Spanish Peaks & abundant wiklife. Mins 
FCAN to lake & Natl Forest. Tel 8 elec. Owner * 


E financing. Call now! 719-564-6367. Red 
STEEL BUILDING SALE..."Final Clear- Creek at Hatchet. FCAN 87 
апсе!" 32 х 40 WAS $4766. Now 
$4344.40 X 60 Was $9988. Now 29244. 
Others. Ends included. Pioneer 1-800- 


668-5422.. FCAN 87 


PAHOKEE NOW RENTING 1 bedroom 
$238, 2-bedroom $350, per month. Nice 
& clean apartment building at 314 Rardin 
Ave. Now accepting Section 8 rent sub- 
о CM MK Atia s о 
or 924-1959. 


WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA MOUN- 
TAINS Where there is Cool Mountain air, 
views &.streams! For FREE brochure of 
Mountain Properties Сай 1-800-642-5333 
Realty of Murphy 517 Peachtree St., Mur- 
phy, NC. 28906. FCAN a7 


Ed Fanning) 


WOLFF TANNING BEDS, Tan at homé 
Buy . DIRECT and SAVE! 
Commercial/Home Units from $199.00. 
Low Monthly paytments. FREE Color 
Catalog. Call Today 1-800-842-1310. 
FCAN 87 


DIVORCE $125 Covers children, proper: 
ly division, name.change, military, miss: 
ing spouse, etc. One signature required. 
*Excludes govt. fees, uncontested. 


Paperwork done for you. 1-800-547- 
9900. Budget Divorce. FCAN 87 


«ӨШ» 


MUST SELL! 3 Underlivered Arch Steel 
Buildings 20x24; 25x30; 30x58. Financ- 
ing Available. Must Sell Immediately. 
Great for Backyard Shops and Garages. 
Call Today 1-800-341-7007. FCAN 8/7 


ED) Notices) 


NEED CASH? | buy old coins, guns, and 
pocket watches. Call 407-996-9400. tin 


1BR APARTMENT & MONTHLY MOTEL 
ROOMS for rent. 9 NW Avenue D, Belle 
бізде. 996-2970. 


YARD SALE, SAT, AUG 9, Bam - ? 530 
SE 4th Street, Belle Glade. 87 


FOUR FAMILY YARD SALE. Don' miss 
it! Saturday, August 9, Bam until ? 501 
NE tst Street. 87 


DO YOU HAVE DIABETES? Receive 

your glucose monitor & supplies at no 

cost to you! Call Rainbow Foundation 

Toll-free 24 hours 1-800-226-5913 “Рео- 

ple who Саге"; FCAN 87 
ES 


YARD SALE, AUGUST 9, 7AM - 1AM. 
101 NW Avenue K, Belle Glade. 8/7 


D> 


CORNER LOT located on 197 Annona 


A BEAUTIFUL CANDLELIGHT OLD-- 
FASHIONED WEDDING, Smoky Moun- 
tains near Gatlinburg, overlooking river, 
HORSE DRAWN CARRIAGE, Cabins, 
Jacuzzi, Ordained Ministers. No 
TestWaiting. HEARTLAND 1-800-448- 
8697 (VOWS). FCAN 87 


Ave. & E 2nd St, Pahokee Commercial 
or Residential. Asking $15,500 but nego- 
liable. Size is 77 x 190. .23 acre. Call 
Sandra Corona 924 -9607 or 924-2367. 


COLLOIDAL MINERALS OF THE TYPE 8/14 CASH IMMEDIATE $$ !ог structured set- 
described on "Dead Doctors Don't Lie" tements and deferred insurance claims. 
tape. Directly from the Clark Mine. No WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA MOUN- J.G. Wentworth 1-800-386-3582. ҒСАМ” 


TAINS. Call Toll-free for FREE 
BROCHURE of properties and homes. 1- 

"800-438-8159." In-business over 20 
years. Raper Realty, Inc., РО Вох 819, 
Murphy, NC 28906. . FCAN 87 


membership. $11.95/quart, sold in gal- 87 
lons. 1-800-470-8638. ҒСАМ 87 
HOMEOWNERS LOANS! Borrow up to 
25% mora tham is worth! Сопу 
solidate billsi-Homdjmprovements! No 
Application Fee! Apply By Phone. 

BOY FINANCIAL: 1-800-873-1302 


GERMAN STUDENT Scandinavian, 
European, South American, Asian, Rus» 
sian Exchange students arriving August. 
Become a host family/AISE. Call 1-800- 


VOLUSIA’ COUNTY ATTENTION 


SIBLING.WWW.SIBLING. ORG FCAN SPORTSMEN 70 Acres-$59,900. Turkey- ҒСАМ 87 
87 Deer Abound. Beautiful wooded parcel 
w/tree stand, feed plot. Near National CREDIT CARD DEBT CUT-PAYMENT to 


MAKE MONEY IN YOUR SLEEP ON 
THE INTERNET! No computer needed! 
Go to www.cyber-action.com/oed/sure- 
money.html If not on Intemet сай 1-800- 


STAL JOBS 


Forest, Lakes, Rivers. Private/new sur- 
vey. Financing Available. Atlantic Land 
Consultants, 1-886-635-5263. FCAN 8/7 


50%, Reduce or eliminate interest! Past 
Due Balances brought current! Same 
Day approval. Non-profit. Lic/Bonded. Toll 
Free CGA 1-888-795-7675. FCAN 87 


50. CAROLINA WATERFRONT SALE. 
Beautifully wooded, dock approved: par- 
cel w/long frontage on spectacular 
50,000 acre recreation lake in So. Caroli- 
| та - next to 18 hole championship golf 
course. Fish, boat, golf year round in our 
fantastic climate! Paved roads, u/g utils, 
much more! Financing available. Call 
TLE 800-704-3154. FCAN 87 


LOANS AVAILABLE Good or bad credit. 
1-888-422-1555 ext. 215. FREE CALL 
FCAN ar 


MONEY PROBLEMS? We Can Help! 
Loans Available $3000 & Up. Employ- 
ment Required. No Application Fee. Call 
Now! 1-800-310-6066 ext. 205: Exel 
Corp. FCAN 87 
А SMOKY MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY 

NEED A LOAN? We can Help! Good or 


Above the clouds/crowds-unparalleled 
views, multiseason retreat-walking trails, bad credit. 1-800-294-1194 ext. 415. Freq) 
Call. Bayview Group, FCAN a 


IMMEDIATE OPENING CASH NOW! We purchase mortgages, 


annuities, and business notes. Since 
fora 


1984 highest prices paid. Free estimates, 
Billing specialist with excellent Frere 1300 900-1200 mi 50 EAN 
organizational skills and : Ш 
enthusiasm. 
Medical office experience helpful. 
Fax resume to ` 


(941) 357-7449 


ASSISTANT. 
RESTAURANT 
MANAGER 


for highl: 
fe individuan at 


ce, 
. in. Fast 
хрегіепсе helpful. We offe 
benelits. 
000; ly. Send 
ап: үстелі jade, Г, 


If you have an event 
coming up that you would like us to put in 
The Sun newspaper, help us out by borrowing 
1” our camera to take your pictures. We will ` 

г develop them and put ет in Thé Sun 
with your story. 

For more Information call Brenda or Yvonrie _ 

at 996-4404. 
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Receives Accreditation 
with Commendation. 


Columbia Palms West Hospital has achieved accreditation with 
commendation from the Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Organizations. This is the highest level of accreditation 
awarded by the Joint Commission, which is the nation’s eldest Shirley Marineau, M.D. 
and largest accrediting body. à - -Stacey Clark, М.О. 
"Receiving Accreditation with. Commendation is a significant Grisell Diaz de Villegas, M.D. 
achievement, one that recognizes exemplary performance Бу ; Susan Shamaskin, DO 
Columbía Palms West Hospital", says Dennís S. O'Leary, M.D., Ali Khos „Мр 4 
-| President, Joint Commission. “This organization should be ; E dari obe Ў Charles M. Sonu, M.D., Spina Surgery 
commended for its commitment to providing quality care to the ] U^ f Edward W. Sandall, M.D. 
| ЖӘнЕ : Son) 996-5252 - Michaél 5. Zeide, M.D. 
А : = А - MarvirrA. Kohn; М... 
Joseph B. Chalal, M.D. 
Emilio S. Musso, M.D. 
Louis Р. Donaghue, M.D: 
2 Jeffrey А. Press, M.D. 
E Charles W. Graubert, М.Р. 
Martin Harland, D.O., Р.А. 1 IS | Jack B. Goldberg, Р.О. > 
Edward В. Becker, M.D. Pedro Sanchez, D.O. Chandra Venugopal, M.D., М James Т. Clanty, DEM. 


: Ғ.А:С.С.; F.C.C.P. 
Rafael R. Lopez, M.D. Emest Riggs, Р.А. б 
Bradford Moss, M.D. Jean Foucauld, M.D., 


| Bradford Moss, M.D. Jo 


i "Edward Becker, MD and Rafael Lopes, MD, 


Bradford Moss, MD, FACS 


Healthcare Has qum Wo 


P. COLUMBIA | | 
Palms West Hospital “ 13001 Southern Blvd. * Loxahatchee, FI 
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Barnett. 
Ideas For The Way You Live” 
т DON ce 
A Pioneering Spirit ^— 
Since 1877 
ce 


Ай Barnett Banks are insured by the FDIC. 
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We could never find a better 
neighbor than our grand old friend, 
Lake Okeechobee. Truly her bless- 
ings are bountiful. Yet, somehow we, 
who live on her shores, tend to lose 
sight of that. 

We need to count those bless- 
ings. Not only do we enjoy her recre- 
ational values year round, but we 
reap a bonanza of business benefits 
from her, as well. It is no exaggera- 
tion to say that virtually all of our vis- 
itors, summer and winter, are here 
because of the lake, and who knows 
ihe number of permanent residents 
who are here for the same reason. 

This economic diversity provides 
a great plus for us, a stabilizing addi- 
tion to our tried and true standby — 
agriculture. 

While it is true that no other com- 
munity benefits so directly from the 
big lake as.does Okeechobee, it is 
equally true that no other community 
would suffor more from any degra- 
dation of this marvelous treasure. 
Her vitality means vitality for us, If 
she hiccups, we get a headache. We 
must never forget that because it 
means that we, of all people, should 
be the most.concerned that our gen- 
erous friend is strong and healthy. 

In this 1997 update of the life and 
times of Lake Okeechobee, you are 
going to find a listing.of the profusion 
of benefits. and values so many 


“enjoy from the lake. She is the habi- 


tat for an inestimable wildlife and 
plant population, so rich and diverse 


` that people worldwide come to see, 


to fish and to hunt.'She is truly the 
“liquid heart,” the supplier and natur- 


'al buffer of water needs for much of 


South Florida— urban, environmen- 


Forward 


tal and agricultural alike. And, she is 
a repository of a rich history and cul- 


.ture which is so refreshing in a state 


which is too often thought of as just 
Mickey Mouse and beaches. One 


-wonders, can she always be so 


much to so many people? 

As you read, you will see that the 
lake is hurting. Unknowingly, we 
have lived too hard on the land 
upstream, sending more nutrients 
into her heart in a few years, than 
went there in decades before. 
Though it is doubtful that the lake is 
on the verge of dying — she remains 
productive and beautiful — still signs 
of continuing harm remain. We are 
rushing to correct this and much 
progress has been made. Yet, the 


. data shows that we have not 


reached the goal. 

With this unfinished work, the 
future of the lake — and for us.— is 
unclear. Since our outlook hinges 50 
much on the lake, we have a crucial 
test. to pass: Can we protect the 
lake, rémoving any' chance of our 
human footprints smudging“ this 
national treasure, and assure that 
she will always be healthy and 
strong? We. simply cannot fail. Our 
test papers are still being graded on 
this critical issue. 

If we pass this test and our, big 
lake's future is secure, then we can 
expect Okeechobee to have an 
increasingly . prominent place in 
Florida's economy. Look at the 
changes that are upon Gs. Florida is 
now over 14 million people and 
headed for 20 million: 

The Lake Okeechobee area will 


be an important destination for those 
crowded urban dwellers — there are 
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8 million of them nearby now — who 
will want more and more to get out of 
the rat race and revisit their rural 
roots. Remember, they are now four 
or five generations from the farm, 
and our area, with its diverse envi- 
ronmental values and its modern 
agriculture, can provide an ideal 
retreat for them. 

Both ecotourism and agritourism 
will be important parts of our econo- 
my. To the extent that we preserve 
our priceless. “country village" 
atmosphere, we will see our. town 
and its way of life -revered by those 
who live on the asphalt coasts. We 
already know this place is special. 
Brace yourself for what will happen 
when our urban cousins find out that 
there is a better life, closer to the 
land, and the. new computer age 
makes their living’ away from the 
crowded coast more and more feasi- 
ble. 

Remember, this optimistic view of 
our future is conditioned on that crit- 
ical assumption — that we make 
sure our grand old friend, Lake 
Okeechobee, is*strong and happy. 
How we face this challenge is truly a 
test for us. Will we resolve to leave 
this place better than we found it? ' 
Read on. Study to pass the test. Our 
children for generations to come are 
watching. 


Frank W. (Sonny) Williamson 
Chairman, Governing Board 
South Florida Water 
Management District 

and 
Okeechobee County 
Agribusinessman 
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Water is the most important resource 
by man to sustain life. Floridians, 

up 15 now, have been fortunate to haye 
had а plentiful supply of cheap, fresh 
ey te coming toan 


The mysterious lady with the shimmer- 
ing skirts known as Lake Okeechobee is 


- not an entity that exists by herself. The 


ers more than 15,000 square miles of 
central and south Florida and is consid- 
ered by scientists worldwide to be unlike 
any other ecosystem in the world. The 
system encompasses a diverse variety of 
soils, animal and plant life, and weather 
conditions. Over the years, the entire 
ecosystem has become heavily agricul- 
tural in nature. 

As the population in the coastal areas 
has exploded, 90 percent of the state's 
residents live within 10 miles of the 
Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of Mexico, the 


. demands for flood control have increased. 


The demands for the agricultural products 
produced in the area have increased, as 
have the demarids for fresh water, and 
the demands to preserve the fish and 
wildlife habitats: 

Efforts to preserve and restore the del- 
icate balance of this unique ecosystem 
have „brought confrontations between 
those who depend on the area for a liveli- 


' hood and those who are determined to 


restore the system as near as possible to 
its original natural state. 

Federal, state and local govemmental 
agencies, dairymen, cattle ranchers, sug- 
ar cane growers; vegetable farmers, envi- 
ronmentalists, commercial and recre- 


i ational fishermen, have all spoken out 


Ace Lake Hardware 


219 N. Main Street 


ACE 
ACE 


: p. int 


Introduction 


with their own self-interests foremost in 
their minds. Even the scientific communi- 
ty disagrees with exactly what should be 
done to maintain the sensitive ecosystem 
апа the animal and human inhabitants 
within it. i 

Millions of dollars have already been 
spent, and millions more are proposed for 
solutions which may—or may not—work. 
lake, Glades, Hendry, Martin, Okee- 
chobee, and Palm Beach, have relied 
heavily on their agricultural base for the 
Beach: counties, which also border the 
coast, count tourism and industry as eco- 
nomic factors in the eastem portions of 
their counties, but the westem parts are 
still predominantly agricultural. Glades, 
Hendry and Okeechobee counties rely 
almost totally on thelr agriculiural base for 
economic stability. 

The five-county area in 1996 (the latest 
statistics available from the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services) produced revenues of $1.389 
billion in vegetables, sod and sugar cane. 
However, that is a drop from the $2.5 bil- 
lion produced in 1987. ) 

The same counties derived more than 
$213.3 million ‘from the: beef and dairy 


industry, and an estimated $3.8 million | 


from the commercial and recreational fish- 
ing industry. . 

Other counties which comprise the 
Kissimmee River Valley, such as High- 
lands, Polk and Osceola, are also heavily 
agricultural ín both beef cattle and citrus. 
These three counties- derive millions 
annually from the agricultural practices in 
the Valley. 

Many of the ranches, farms and dairies 
in all five of these lake counties are fami- 
ly-owned businesses tracing their histo- 
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ries back several generations. This fact 
makes their efforts quite strong in attempt- 
ing to stop any legislation from putting 
them out of business. For this group of 
people, it is a very personal and emotion- 
al issue. They feel they are not only fight- 
ing to maintain a livelihood, but for their 
family history and honor, as well. | А 
At the south end of the lake, the 
700,000-acre Everglades Agriculture Area 
produces large amounts of winter vegeta- 
bles and 26 percent of the sugar in the 
United States annually. In the 1995 sea- 
son, 417,000 acres in Glades, Hendry, 
Martin and Palm Beach counties were 
planted in sugar cane. Seven mills in 
Hendry and Palm Beach courities 
processed the 15.8 million tons of cane. 
According to studies by the University 


‘of Florida, the Florida sugar industry is a 


major component of Florida agriculture 
and generates, on'an annual basis, over 
$1.5 billion dollars of economic activity 
and over 18,000 full-time equivalent jobs. 
` Concem with the loss of the ecological 
factors began to be heard in 1971 when 
the channelization of the Kissimmee Riv- 
er was completed. Farmers and ranchers 
in the Kissimmee River Valley had fought 
against the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
project which tumed a 100-mile long 
meandering river into a 58-mile canal. ` 
Caught in the middle of most of the 
controversy about water in Lake Okee- 
chobee and its tributaries is the South 
Florida Water Management District. 
Originally created as the Central and 
agency whose initial charge was to keep 
people's feet dry in wet years and water 
flowing during drought years, found that 
with a name change the Florida Legisla- 
ture continued, year after year, to impose 
тро оп бю орек tum- 
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ing it into the environmental watchdog 
for the 16 county area which extends 


from Orlando south to the tip of the state. 


In addition to controlling flood waters, 
the agency was suddenly in charge of 
water quality as well as quantity, policing 
the users and what they were or were 
not discharging into the district’s waters, 
and implementing programs and studies 
on ecosystem restoration all of which 
was new territory for the agency. 

Since the beginning of the 1990s, 
based on mandates from the Florida 
Legislature, the district has produced the 
Kissimmee River Restoration Plan, the 
Lake Okeechobee Surface Water 
Improvement and Management Pian 
(SWIM) and. the Everglades Surface 
Water Improvement and Management 
Plan. All of these multi-million dollar 
plans profess to offer solutions to the 
improvement of the water ‘quality, 


improvement of wildlife habitat and 
preservation and restoration of a very 
complex ecosystem in the 16 counties 
from the town of Kissimmee south to the 
tip of the state. The largest percentage 
of the proposals are untried and no one 
really knows if they will produce the 
results mandated by the Florida lawmak- 
ers, who are driven by a powerful coali- 
tion of environmental groups. 

In addition, in 1994 the Legislature 
adopted the Everglades Forever Act, 
which sets the goals for the cleanup of 


‚ the entire area from the south shore of 


Lake Okeechobee to the:tip of the state. 


This 1997 update of Lake Okee- . 


chobee: Lady of Mystery contains all the 
historical information which the original 
publication contained five years ago. 
New information, detailing the myriad of 
things which have occurred in the past 
five years are detailed. We hope this 


Lake: Okeechobee. Ind: Lody of Mystery with the ЕГО % skirts, sti hos the ability to evoke a mo of. 


emotions. (Photo courtesy of South Florida Water тогонетепі District.) 
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book gives you a better insight into the 
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow of the 
gracious lady with the shimmering skirts. 

Will our children and grandchildren 
still enjoy the benefits -our generation 
and preceding generations have 
enjoyed? 

Will this unique ecosystem encom- 
passing 16 of the state's 67 counties sur- 
vive use and misuse into: the next centu- 
ry? ; 

A cross section of govemmental reg- 
ulatory agencies, scientists from univer- 
sities across the country, environmental 
groups, agribusiness, visitors, are all 
joining together to tum the tide of past 
errors. The future depends on what we 
do today. You and | are just as responsi- 
ble ‘as all the officially ndmed govem- 
mental, civic and environmental groups 
to preserve this unique “liquid heart of 
Florida.” 


бек Motors: 


Serving The Lake Area 
For Over 51 Years 


MERCURY 


117 М. Parrott Avenue, Okeechobee, See us at 
our new location October 97 


763-2121 


TUTTTMTEMMM——— 


Page 6 - Lady of Mystery 


Chapter 1 


Like all memorable heroines in the 
great romance novels, she has been 
described by many adjectives 
throughout the centuries. Her past is 
Shrouded in myth and legend and 


has been for centuries. Men today: 


are still attempting to uncover all her 
secrets. Early adventurers and 
explorers gave her many names, 
none of which really described the 
lady and all her attributes. 

Lake Okeechobee has often been 
described as-beautiful, lonely, silent, 
mysterious, inspiring, exotic, treach- 
erous and even, as she has exhibited 
in the past, deadly. To different peo- 
ple, and at different times in history, 


ығ і УА 
In ће heyday of the commercial fishing industry, shortly after 
_the turn of the century, the city of Okeechobee along Taylor 


she has certainly been all of those 
things. 
Today, as we near the beginning 


of a new century, this memorable- 


lady has: become somewhat aged, 
beset with ills resulting from years of 
high living, and while still proud, just a 
litte battered, scarred and wom from 
iliness-and ill use. 

Laguna del, Espiritu · Santo 
(Lagoon of the Holy Spirit) was first 
mentioned іп the annals of history in 
a story related during the early six- 
teenth century by Escalonte de 
Fontaneda. The Spaniard was cap- 
tured by the Caloosa Indians and 
held as a slave. He escaped after 17 


B 
X 
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Creek; was lined with fish houses, ice houses, and docks for 
{һе fishing boats coming off Lake Оквесһорее. (Photo cour- 


tesy Judge- William Hendry) 
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Shortty after the turn of the century, land seek- 
ers literally arrived by the boatioad to buy the 
farms covered by the rich black muck along 
the south rim of Lake Okeechobee. 


? ^ le ^s . 
There were no roads to speak of to reach the inte- 


this market place, where boats broüght in the 
goods which were bought, sold and traded with 
the early settlers in the big lake area. 


of à great lake on whose shores were 
many towns containing 30 to 40 people. 
In 1564, two Spaniards shipwrecked on 
the Gulf Coast of Florida were struggling 
through the uncharted wildemess of Flori- 


` da's interior trying to make their way to St. 


Augustine. In their travels, they reported 
the sighting of a great lake of freshwater. 

Lake Mayacco and Lake Macoco were 
other names applied over the years to the 
second largest freshwater lake in the Unit- 
ed States. the "Big Water," which is the 
translation of the Indian word, Okee- 

, remained as her final name. 

The lake's existence remained shroud- 
ed in mystery until the mid-1830's when 
the U.S. Army pursued Indians to its 
shores during the Seminole Wars. 

Itis somewhat difficult today to visualize 
how the lake appeared over 150 years 


' ago when the white man first discovered it. 


Mother Nature gifted this beautiful lady 
with an array of accessories to accentuate 
her exotic beauty. To summarize both his- 
torical and fictional accounts, let's try to 
imagine how she looked in all her natural 
splendor. The lake stretched some 32 
miles from east to west and about 37 miles 


north to south, and encompassed some ” 


730 square miles and a half-million acres. 
There was quite a divergence of plant life, 
and an indivisible dividing line marked the 
differences in growth on the shores around 
the lake. 

The northem shoreline was ringed with 
dense stands of water oak, maple, 
trees, and provided a lush green head- 
piece for our lady. For about 30 miles north 
of the shoreline, there were prairie lands 


wire grass, and sedge, which became 
* excellent grazing grounds for the hun- 
dreds of wild cattle which гоатей the 
lands. Пе probos wee шоко со 
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for patches of the pines in flat woods, most 


` of which were pitchy pines, some extend- 


ing their branches skyward to a height of 
75 to 100 feet. 

On the northwestem shore, Fisheating 
Creek, with its many marshes, drained into 
the lake. 


On the south side of the lake, and. 


stretching almost half-way up the east side 
of the lake, sawgrass in water reached in 
an unbroken sea almost to the tip of the 
state. This was called, and still is, the Ever- 


On the southwestem shore, trees 
became more sparse, and there were 
great stretches of willows and elder bush- 
es. The lake bottom along this section of 
shoreline was so overgrown with flags, 
bonnets and high grass, that when the 
lake rose.in the summer rains, our lady 
would spread her shimmering skirts as far 
back as six miles. 
~ Her skirts in this area were dotted with 
ed with the creamy white blossoms of the 
bottlebrush clumps. , 

On the south shore and half-way up the 
eastem shoreline, a solid belt of what was 
then known as custard apple trees deco- 
rated the eastem side of our lady's skirt. 
The strange looking trees, completely 
blanketed with a moonvine cover, extend- 
ed more than two miles in width at some 
locations. Beginning close to Clewiston, 
the forest extended ай the way to Port 
Mayaca, about 32,000 acres of woods. 

This now, nearly extinct tree is a mem- 
ber of the pawpaw family. While the com- 
mon name is. Custard Apple, it is also 


‘called the Pond Apple and the Alligator 


Apple. The branches were covered with 


bright, glossy green leavos, and the flower 
was creamy white, with а crimson center. 


"Малу feel it was a totally useless bit of 


vegetation, since its fruit, a pear-shaped 
yellow fruit with brown patches, was inedi- 
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ble and its wood would hardly bum, but 
Mother: Nature provided thousands of 
them to decorate the edges of our lady's 
skirts. 

Beneath its gnarled, tangled branches 
and twisted trunks, in a dark, shadowy 
domain, thanks to the moonvine cover, the 
ground was bare from lack of-sunlight, but 
lacy fems found a home among the tangle 
of the root system. Once in a while, a giant 
fem would unroll its brown-backed leaves. 

Gourd vines, commonly called the 
Okeechobee gourd, with their green pen- 
dant fruit, added another accessory to our 
ladys wardrobe. A member ofthe pump- 
kin and squash family, the annual vine pro- 
duces both yellow male and female flow- 
ers. Thé fruit is fleshy with a tough rind. It 
was also called Indian pumpkin. Long 
thought to be extinct, along with the cus- 
tard apple, the Okeechobee gourd rose 
like a phoenix in a few areas on the south 
side of Lake Okeechobee during the sum- 
mer of 1997. What was even more unique, 
in each of the half dozen locations where 
the gourd is struggling to reestablish itself, 
the moonvine was also regenerating et 
in the age-old relationship. 

High in the tree branches, pineapple- 
like air plants perched like jewels strewn ` 
carelessly about the woods. ` 

The bottom of the lake itself was 
very shallow, and was composed of 
hard muck, sand and shell. She was 
never the lady of clear pristine waters 
like the glacial lakes of the north: The 
almost constant winds kept her bot- 
tom sediments stirred, giving her 
waters a murky appearance. Scien- 
tists now agree that the lake has 
been eutrophic (productive) for more 
than 4000 years. The shoreline, for 
the most part, was black muck, with © 
patches of sandy beaches scattered 
here and there along the wide 
expanse of shoreline. 
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Dr. Angelo Heilprin was a scientist 
from the Wagner Free Institute of Sci- 
ence in Philadelphia, and in an.exten- 
sive report published in -1887, he 


‚| described what his expedition observed 


when they visited the lake in 1886. The 
expedition moved from the west coast 
of Florida up through the Caloosahatch- 
ee River and they arrived on the shores 
of.Lake Okeechobee near present-day 
Moore Haven. Their first docking came 
at Observation Island, which he noted 
that up to then was not shown accu- 
rately in the maps of the day. One of his 
first notes was conceming the waters in 
the lake: 

"The water itself, when not disturbed, 
is fairly clear, and practically agreeable. 


Ву the greater number of our party, it. 


was used in preference to the barrel- 
water with which the schooner was pro- 
vided. More generally, it (the waters) is 
tossed into majestic billows, which rake 


up the bottom, and bríng to the surface. 


a considerable infusion of sand, render- 
ing the surface murky. Steadily blowing 
winds are frequent, presaging heavy 


‘swells. 


“The border line of the lake is in most 
places not absolutely defined, owing to 
a- continuous passage of the open 
waters into those of the Everglades; on 
the whole, however, the delimitation of 


` the latter region is fairly well marked, 


1 


the growth of saw-grass or flag termi- 


nating rather abruptly.” 
And commenting on the vegetation, 
Dr. Heilprin wrote in his 1887 report: 


“We secured a landing opposite 


Observation Island at a spot where the 
vegetable accumulation, living and 
dead, of flag, lily, апа grass was so 
dense as to permit of a safe footing, 


although numerous holes and pit-falls 


Chapter Two 


everywhere revealed the unstable char- 
acter of the fundament. A pole could 
readily be thrust into this vegetable bot- 
tom to a depth of four or five feet, or 
even more.” 

And, on exploring Taylor Creek at the 
north of of the lake, he wrote: 

“We spent somewhat more than two 


‚days in the exploration of this stream. In 


how much this 'creek' is a true creek in 
the ordinary acceptation of the word, or 
simple bayou opening out from the 
lake, we were unable to determine, 
owing to the vast masses of floating 
vegetation, water-lettuce, principally, 
which choke the different channels. in 
their upper courses, and permitted a 
furthest penetration of our skiffs of prob- 
SEN Do more Fen wo OF WO апо а һай 
miles." 

Wildlife abounded in the areas. all 
around the perimeter of the lake, adding 
further: bright accessories to the lake's 
appearance. A wide аттау: of birds and 
waterfowl dotted the landscape which 
included: roseate spoonbills, anhingas, 
whooping cranes, wood ibises, a large 
variety of ducks, water turkeys, finches, 
the Carolina parakeet, bald eagles and 
storks. Today, many of these birds have 
become endangered or. extinct. Thou- 
sands of the brightly colored parakeets 
perished in the freeze of 1895, although 
some stories of old-time residents of 
Okeechobee County claim to have 
seen some of them near the shoreline 


of the lake after the-tum of the century. : 


The woods and waterways over- 


flowed with otters, raccoons, opos- 


sums, squirrels, rabbits, turtles that lit- 
erally paved the ground, deer, bear, 
panther, alligators, snakes of nearly 
every species, and insects which could 
be counted in the millions. 


Dr. Heilprin again describes what it 
was like camping in what he called "the 
Okeechobee Wildemess." 

"Animal life is very prolific in these 


wilds,” he wrote, "and at almost all times: 


the forest resounds with the echoes of 
some of its more musical denizens— 
the shrill cry of the limpkin or screamer, 
the hoarse croak of the great blue 
heron, “ог. the .castanet rattle of the 
amphibious multitude, the frogs, whose 
orchestration appears never to be final. 
Towards eventide, when thé hooting of 
the great owl bids the sun to hie, and 
calls forth the slumbering voices of the 
night, the dryadic music attains its high- 
est pitch; once more the castanet rattle, 
and finally all is quiet, save the hoarse 
bellowing of the alligator, which breaks 
from far and near upon the stillness of 
the midnight air.” 

Fish of many species had heavy 
populations beneath the surface of the 
lake. Even today, Laké Okeechobee 
has the reputation of being an excellent 
fishing lake, and travelers come from all 
over the world to test their lines in her 
waters. Large-mouth bass, several 
species, of catfish, black crappie (speck- 
led perch), bluegills and redear perch 
continue to lure anglers to her shores. 


The first store at Rabbit Islahd was 
accessible to shoppers only by 
water craft. 
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The first change in the countenance 
of the lake came in the late 1800's 
when Hamilton Disston dredged a nav- 
igable. waterway from the town of 
Kissimmee to Lake Okeechobee 
through the meandering Kissimmee 
River. Shortly after һе signed а con- 
tract with the state of Florida to pur- 


chase four million acres of central апа · 


south Florida, he began his dredging 
and draining operation. In the process, 
he also cut canals between the many 
lakes in сепіга? Florida, lowering their 
levels by as much as nine to eleven 
feet. The water flowed southward 
through the twisting Kissimmee River 
into Lake Okeechobee. Disston's goal 
was to have a navigable waterway 
from Jacksonville to the Gulf of Mexi- 
co. 

Disston’s company also began cut- 
ting a channel from the Caloosahatch- 
ee River to the western shore of the 
‘lake, creating an outlet to the Gulf of 
Mexico. In this process, he connected 
Lake Flirt, Lettuce Lake, Bonnet Lake 
* and Hicpochee Lake and they became 
a part of the river. It was through this 
newly-opened waterway that Dr. Heil- 
prin's expedition traveled in 1886. With 
this outlet, came the birth of commer- 
cial shipping. 

Тһе Disston Land Company also 
began to cut canals southward from 
the southern tip of the lake, and they 
completed the first eight miles of the 
Miami Canal. Later, after the turn of the 
century, the Palm Beach Canal and the 
St. Lucie Canal-were dug along the 
east side of the lake, forever scarring 
the countenance of the lake. 


Disston's financial collapse in 1896 . 


brought an, end to his cosmetic 
changes to the face of the lake. 
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Chapter Three 


As man flocked to the shores of 
Lake Okeechobee to hunt, to fish, to 
farm and to live, the lake did not 
always turn her best face toward civi- 


lization as it began to encroach on her : 


natural beauty. 

Small towris began to spring up 
along her. shores after the turn of the 
century. Prior to that, fishermen had 
discovered the treasure in her bountiful 
waters during the 1890's and many 
areas of the shoreline became dotted 
with commercial fishing camps during 
the last decade of the 19th century. 


Lady of Mystery - Page 9 


The first of these camps were estab- 
lished at the mouth of the Kissimmee 
River at the northem tip of the lake and 
to the west-of the river at Buckhead 
Ridge. 

Since the beginning of the 20th cen- 
tury, Mother Nature used many of the 
elements to discourage those trying to 
earn a living along thé lake's shores. 
Moore Haven іп its earliest days. 
around 1914 and 1915, found that its 
farming crops were subjected each 
winter to half a dozen freezes. Some 
began to speculate if this wasn't the 


Upthegrove Beach in the 1920s was little more 'e than sand paths used for 
a roadway. Note the two men sitting on each side of the roadway. The 
land along the northeast, northern, and northwest shoreline of Lake 
Okeechobee is sand consistency and not the black muck that is found 
around the south rim of the lake. 
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coldest spot south of the Georgia line, 
said Lawrence Will, in his Cracker His- 
tory of Okeechobee. 

Muck fires also wreaked havoc on 
the farmers in those вагу days. 

By 1922, water was the nemesis 
that plagued Moore Haven, Clewiston 


and other small communities on the . 


westem and southem shores of the 
lake. For the previous teri years or so, 
the lake's water level had been quite 
low. But, in 1922 the whole country 
was covered by a flood. Water covered 
everything and the following winter of 
1922-23 was exceptionally wet, as 
well. . — 

Crops rotted in the fields. Those 
which had ripened before the. flood, 
could not be harvested as there was 
no way to get machinery or workers. 
into the flooded fields. The newly con- 
Structed railroad spur between: Moore 
Haven алд: Clewiston had its bed of 
sand and muck so thoroughly soaked : 
that trains runnirig over the line, wob- 
bled and swayed on the unsteady rails 
and threatened to topple from the 
tracks. 

When drainage began in the late 
19th and early 20th Century, the rich 
black muck revealed around the south- 
eastem, southem, and southwestern 
Shoreline of Lake Okeechobee drew 
farming interests like a magnet to the 
area..During the decade of the 1920s, 
flooding and hurricanes destroyed 
. much of the land and many of the 
farmers became discouraged and left. 
With the: completion of the southern 
end of the Herbert Hoover Dike, inter- 
est in establishing farming along the 
south shoreline of the lake returned. 

‘While some of the vegetable farm- 
ers have grown into large corporations 
like A. Duda and Sons, many of the 
farming operations are family-owned, ? 
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some in the third and fourth genera- 
tions. 

Today, the Everglades Agricultural 
Area (EAA) lies mainly in Martin, Palm 


, Beach, Hendry and Glades counties 


and covers nearly 700,000 acres of 
land, over 500,000 acres of which lies 
in Palm Beach County. About 61 per- 
cent of the agricultural area, 420,000 


acres, is planted in the production of 


sugar cane. 


With а rollover factor of 2.5, the area . 


produces $2.5 billion annually in veg- 
etables and sugar cane. 

While there is evidence that sugar 
cane was grown in Florida as early as" 
the 1500's, and attempts were made to 
establish a sugarcane industry in the 
1880's and again in the 1920's, the 
industry did not gain a good foothold 
until just 30 years ago. 

The Spanish grew sugar cane in 
Flagler County nearly 500 years ago, 
but the plantation was wiped out in an 


. Indian raid. 


‘Hamilton Disston attempted to’ 
establish sugar cane as a crop near 
Kissimmee following his purchase of 
4,000,000 acres of Florida in 1881. He 
formed the St. Cloud Sugar Plantation 


‚оп drained sawgrass muck. At one 


point, it produced as much as 60 tons 
of cane which yielded 5,000 pounds 


“рег acre, the miost ever produced іп 


America at that time. 
With the collapse of the Disston 


. empire in 1896, the sugar industry іп 


Florida collapsed as well. 

. In 1920, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture started a Cane Field Sta- 
tion at Canal Point. The experimental 
station was started to produce strairis 
of cane which would be disease resis- 
tant, and was intended for cane pro- 
duction mainly in the state of 
Louisiana. 


In 1923, the Florida Sugar and Food 
Products Company installed a 400 ton 
mill at Canal Point and produced their 
first sugar. According to Lawrence E. 
Will in his book, "Cracker History of 
Okeechobee," there were only 900 
acres of sugar cane, and 800.of them 
were at Canal Point. The floods of 
1922 and 1924 were devastating to the 
fledgling company, and a féw years lat- 
er, the Canal Point mill closed down. 

In 1925, Bror Dahiberg, along with а 
small group of men, started the South- 
em Sugar Company at Clewiston and 
purchased 2800 acres which they ` 
planted in cane. The company: went 
into receivership during the stock mar- . 
ket crash in 1929. 

In 1931, Charles Stewart Mott, a 
vice-president of General Motors, and 
Clarence R. Bitting, a financing and 
management specialist, organized the 
U.S. Sugar Corporation. 

For years, sugar growers were рег-. 
mitted to produce only a small portion 
of the nations' total sugar, with the bulk 
of the supply coming from Cuba. 

The takeover of Cuba by Fidel Cas- 
tro removed all quotas from American 
growers, and in (1987-88), sugar grow- 
ers in the EAA harvested 404.1 thou- . 
sands of acres of sugar cane, and pro- 
duced 1,566,000 short tons of raw sug- 
ar and 91.7 million gallons of black- 
strap molasses, a by-product of sugar* 
cane milling. The Florida sugar indus- 
{гу now produces about 21 percent of 
the sugar irr the United States. 

Irrigation waters were once back- 
pumped from agricultural fields, sugar 
cane and vegetable farms, into Lake 
Okeechobee. But, the protest over the 
excess nutrients (phosphorus and 
nitrogen) flowing into-the lake, halted 
that practice several years ago. 

Current. drought conditions which 
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are producing record low levels of water in the lake, have 
made SFWMD officials take a second look at re-instating 
the backpumping operation on a short-term basis during the 
drought. 

Runoff from the agricultural area now flows southward 
through the Water Conservation Areas in western Palm 
Beach and Broward counties, and then. into Everglades 
National Park at the southern tip of the state. Environmen- 
talists and some scientists claim these waters are so nutri- 
ent-enriched they (contaminated surface waters) "...cause 
vegetation shifts and habitat changes that may cause nui- 
sance species to out compete or eliminate native flora and 
fauna." 

Rainfall in the EAA has left that particular area current- 

т TV қ 

ly with an excess of standing water on those lands. Мог- 
mally, those waters would be released into the Water 
Conservation Areas to the south, but with critical low 
water levels in existence at a time of the year when the 
rainy season is drawing to a close, has made officials 
think about backpumping the EAA runoff back into the 
lake in order to help raise the level of the lake. 

The Florida Legislature adopted the Surface Water 
Improvement and Management Plan (SWIM) which 
orders the state's five water management districts to get 
the average loading of phosphorus reduced. For Lake 
Okeechobee; this means a reduction from 600 to 397 
tons annually. The district's plan for Lake Okeechobee 
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The reports further claim that changes in the water 
quality have the potential to affect the quality of water 
being delivered to the Everglades National Park. The 
National Park Service has often expressed concern that 
the water quality is impacting the park resulting in vege- 
tation changes and other adverse effects on wetland . 
ecosystems. 

While some Binder for water quality were estab- 
lished some five years ago, the district now feels that 
more stringent water quality standards may need to be 
considered for water entering Everglades National Park. 

Under the EAA SWIM plan, approximately 40,000 
acres of lands in the EAA would be used as water man- 
agement areas, and includes lands now planted ir sod 
and sugar cane production. Waters would flow. into these 
areas for retention and treatment to remove nutrients 
before it is released into the water conservation areas. 

Opponents of the plan feel the solution is not the best 
one to resolve the problem. 


would set limits: of .18 parts per million of water entering | 


“all points around-the lake and 1.2 ppm in water flowing off 


individual land holdings north of the lake. 

“Тһе Everglades is an oligotrophic, or nutrient-limited 
system, which means that even relatively low concentra- 
tions of nutrients may have significant impacts on the 
Everglades ecology," is státed in a draft of the Everglades 
Surface Water .Improvement .and - Management Plan 
(SWIM). 

Examples cited most frequently is the explosion of the 


cattail population in the Water Conservation Areas #1 and . | 


#2. According to SFWMD studies, nearly 6,000 acres of 
diverse Everglades. habitat has been replaced with cat- 
tails in WCA-1. According to WMD reports, nutfient load- 


ings across the northern portion of WCA-2 have impacted * 


an area of nearly 20,000 acres. The district reports claim 
that the cattails have caused a 1055 of native Everglades 
sawgrass communities, changes in periphytori communi- 
ties, and degraded water quality. 
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Coon skins were a big money maker back іп the late 
1920s in the Glades. This is a photo of the late Willie 
Moss, a former long time resident of the Glades. The 
photo was loaned to the Belle Glade Sun by Мупісе 
Gilman, a resident of the Glades since 1927. 
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A series of storms over the lake eamed 
the large body of water the reputation of 
being a killer. Her shallowness belies the 
danger she presents during sudden 
squalls and storms. Even today, the lake's 
waters claim three or four lives in an aver- 

The first true killer hurricane roared into 
Miami on Sept. 18, 1926 and literally dev- 

i across the empty Everglades, 
skirting the 
shoreline of our lady. m. 

The storm did considerable damage in 
Clewiston, devastated the town of Moore 
Haven, and did considerable damage to 
Lakeport. 

Following the floods in 1922-23, a 
muck and sand dike. had been erected to 
protect farm fields from high-rising lake 
waters. When the hurricane hit in force, a 
surge in the storm waters collapsed the 
earthen dike and washed away houses, 
vehicles and people. It has been estimat- 
ed that 150 people lost their lives in and 
around Moore Haven during this storm. 

The hurricane on Sept. 16, 1928 was 
even more devastating to residents living 


along the shores of our lady's deceptive ; 


‚ shimmering skirts. ` ; 

Prior to this storm,.it had rained almost 
continually during the month of August 
and into September. Between Aug. 8 and 
13, nearly 14 inches of rain had fallen. It 
rained every day during the first 15 days 

. Of September. Rain gauges on the ‘lake 
measured 21.5 inches for the month of 
September. Nine or more of those inches 
fell during the storm: . 

The elevation of the lake was over 16 
feet and the Kissimmee River had risen 
from 17.8 in June to over 30 feet in 


August. 
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Chapter Four 


On the southem.and southeastem 
shorelines of.the lake, a levee had been 
constructed between 1923 and 1925. It 
had been built to prevent farm lands from 
being flooded by high lake levels. In the 
Lawrence Will book, Okeechobee Huri- 
cane, Will stated, “Had there been no lev- 
ee to pile up the water, there would have 
been no loss of life in either the hurricane 
of 1926 or 1928." 

The levee extended from Pahokee 
past South Bay to Clewiston and for three 
miles beyond Moore Haven. The total 
length of the levee was approximately 47 
miles. 

The hurricane, with extremely high 
winds, deluged the area with tons of rain, 
as well. The lake and Belle Glade first 
received the wind from the north and then 


Devastation following the hurricane that hit the Lake Okeechobee area 


from the northwest. As the center passed, 
the wind retumed from the south and 
southwest. 

The waters piled up at one end of the 
lake by the velocity of the wind, then 
reversed themselves and slammed 
unchecked into the lake's northem end. 

Will described what happened with the 
wind driven waters: 

“In order to understand why the lake's 
waters, even though propelled by such 
incredible winds, could have surged over, 
tidal wave fashion, and inundated the land 
to a depth greater than the height of the 
levee, let us imagine Lake Okeechobee to 
be a large, shallow pan partly filled with 
water. The prolonged north wind would 
have the effect of tipping this pan, which 
would raise the water in the south end. 


on Sept. 16, 1928 was total, Described as the fifth largest storm in histo- 
ry, more than 2,000 deaths resulted from it. This photo was from one.of 


courtesy of Belle Glade Sun.) 


‘the areas along the, south edge of the lake near Belle Glade. (Photo 
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“The onslaught of the hurricane would 
ір the pan still further until the water 
reached thé rim, or levee. Subsequent tip- 
ping, then, would precipitate а surge of 
water considerably higher the top of 
the rim. Now, when the center of the 
storm had passed, the hurricane winds: 
suddenly shifted from. a northerly to a 
southerly direction. The imaginary pan 
was tilted in the opposite direction and the 
lake bottom here, which previously had 
been nearly dry for miles, was quickly 
inundated. The water, by the engineer's 
- measurements, reached the same 
heights here it had previously’ been in 
South Bay. Due, however, to the configu- 
ration of the eastem shore between 
Bacom's Point and Chancey Bay, which 
was parallel to the directiori of the flow, 
fairly straight and with a steeper slope, the 
water along this stretch did not reach 
. excessive heights. 

“Whole sections of the levee were 
completely breached, and.whole sections 
of it down to solid. ground were entirely 
carried away." 

Canal Point, /Раһокее, Belle Glade, 
Chosen, South Bay, and the islands in the 
south end of the lake; Kreamer, Топу and 
Ritta, were literally demolished when this 
storm washed over these communities. 

At the northem end of.the lake, along 
Okeechobee, Upthegrove Beach, and 
Utopia, those high waters and winds also 
caused much property damage and loss 
of life, but not nearly as bad as the casu- 
alties along the eastem and ‘southem 
shores. : 

The Red Cross estimated the number 
who perished in 1928 at somewhere 
between 1,850 and 2,000. They also 
reported 1,849 injuries attributed to tho. 
stom. 

Property damage: was estimated at 

'$33,894,000 and 2,881. homes were 
damaged beyond repair and 1,644 fami- 
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lies were homeless. The Red Cross later 
reported that in the affected counties, the 
storm had damaged or destroyed 32,414 
buildings. 

In 1928, following the second storm in 
two years, residents around Lake Okee- 
chobee began to clamor for the state. to 
take steps to prevent further loss of life. A 
strong feeling of resentment grew against 
the state’s drainage authorities. As the 


controversy grew, there was further con- . 


flict among those with an interest in the 
lake, regarding the levels of the lake. 
Commercial fishermen, transportation 
men and those who warited water for irti- 
gation and to keep the Muck lands wet 
wanted higher water levels retained in the 
lake. Farmers along the shoreline and 
grove owners wanted to keep the levels 
low to prevent further flooding of their 


crops. 

State authorities were faced with the 
dilemma of trying to please. everybody. 
Adding to the problem was the depres- 
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sion, which left the state government as 
short of funds as the rest of the citizenry. 

According to the Lawrence Will book, 
“Okeechobee Hurricane, all factions 
were іп agreement that something had to 
be done to prevent the disaster such as 
that of 1926 and the ten-times-worse dis- 
aster of 1928. 

Some favored the elimination of any 
diking around the lake, and others lobbied 
for the construction of a new and more 
substantial one—a levee that could with- 
stand any buffeting that nature could pro- 
duce. 

With the onset of the depression, there 
were no state funds available for any pro- 
ject, let alone one this ambitious, and an 
appeal was made to the fedéral govem- 
ment to assume the financial responsibili- 
ty. Herbert Hoover, the new president, 
had visited the area shortly after the 1928 
storm, and had been saddened by the 
destruction and loss of life. They knew he 
would support a project of a dike to pre- 


This particular home іп the Glades was demolished during а hurricane 
that hit the Glades in 1925. (Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun) 
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A series of storms over the lake eamed 
the large body of water the reputation of 
being a killer. Her shallowness. belies the 
danger she presents during sudden 
squalls and storms. Even today, the lake's 
waters claim three or four lives in an aver- 


‘age year. 


The first true killer hurricane roared into 
Miami on Sept. 18, 1926 and literally dev- 
astated that city. The storm then streaked 
unimpeded across the empty Everglades, 
skirting the southwestem and westem 
shoreline of our lady. 

The storm did considerable damage in 
Clewiston, devastated thé town of Moore 
Haven, and did considerable damage to 
Lakeport. 

Following the floods in 1922-23, a 
muck and sand dike had been erected to 
protect farm fields from high-rising lake 
waters. When the hurricane hit in force, а 
surge in the storm waters collapsed the 
earthen dike and washed away houses, 
vehicles and people. It has been estimat- 
ed that. 150 people lost their lives in and 
around Moore Haven during this storm. 

The hurricane on:Sept. 16, 1928 was 
even more devastating to residents living 


along the shores of our lady's deceptive 


shimmering skirts. 

Prior to this storm, it had rained almost 
continually during the month of August 
and into September. Between Aug. 8 and 
13, nearly 14 inches of rain had fallen. It 
rained every day during the first 15 days 
of Septeinber. Rain gauges on the. lake 
measured 21.5 inches for the month of 
September. Nine or more of*those inches 
fell during the.storm. 

The elevation-of the lake was over 16 
feet and the Kissimmee River had nsen 
from 17.8 in June to over 30 feet in 


' August. 
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Chapter Four 


On the: southem and`soutħeastem 
shorelines of the lake, a levee had been 
constructed DMween 1923 and 1925. It 
had been built to prevent farm tands from 
being flooded by high lake levels. In the 
Lawrence Will’ book, Okeechobee Hurri- 
cane, Will stated, "Had there been no lev- 
ee to pile up the water, there would have 
been no loss of life in either the hurncane 
of 1926 or 1928." 

The ievee extended from Pahokee 
past South Bay to Clewiston and for three 
miles beyond Moore. Haven. The Tolal 
length of the levee was approximately 47 
miles 


The hurricane, with extremely high 


winds, deluged the area with tons of rain, 
as well. The lake and Belle Glade first 
received the wind from the north and then 


trom tne northwest. As the center passed, 
the wind retumed from the south and 
southwest, 


The waters piled up at one end of tne 
lake by the velocity of the wind, then 
reversed themselves and slammed 
unchecked into the lake's northem end 

Will descnbed what happened wilh the 
wind driven waters: ` 

"In order to understand why the lake's 
waters, even though propelled b: 
incredible winds, could have 
tidal wave fashion, and inundated the land 
to a depth greater than the height of the 
levee, let us imagine Lake Okecthobee to 
be a large, shallow pan partly tilled with 
water.. The prolonged north wind would 
have tne effect of tipping this pan, which 
would raise the water in the south end 


such 


surged over, 


Devastation following the hurricane that hit the Lake Okeechobee area 
on Sept. 16, 1928 was total. Described as the fifth largest storm in histo- 
ry, more than 2,000 deaths resulted from it. This photo was from one of 
the areas along the south edge of the lake near Belle Gictie. (Photo 


_courtesy of Belle Glade Sun.) 
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“Тһе onslaught ot the humcane would 
tip the рап stili turther until the water 
reached the пт, or levee. Subsequent tip- 
ping, then, would precipitate a surge of 
water considerably higher than the top of 
the rim. Now, when (ће; сепіег of the 
storm had passed, the hurricane winds 
suddenly shifted from a northerly to а 
southerly direction. The imaginary pan 
was tilted in the opposite direction and the 
lake bottom here, which previously had 
been riearly dry for miles, was quickly 
inundated. The water, by the engineers 
measurements, reactied the same 
heights here it had previously been in 
South Bay. Due, however, to the configu- 
ration of the 
Bacorn's Point and Chancey Bay, which 
was parallel to the direction of the flow, 
fairly straight and with a steeper slope, the 
water along this stretch. did not reach 
excessive heights 

“Whole sections of the levee were 
completely breached, and whole sections 
of it down to solid ground were entirely 
camed away , 

Canal Point, Panokee, Belle Glade 
Chosen, South bay, and the islands in the 
south end of the lake, Kreamer, Torry and 
Ritta, were literally demolished when this 
storm washed over these communities 

At the northem end of the lake, along 
Okeechobee, Upthegrove Beach, and 
Utopia, those high waters and winds also 
caused much property damage and 1055 
of life, ошо! nearly as bad as the casu- 
аше5 along the eastern and southem 
shores j 
, “Тһе Hed Cross estimated the number. 
who penshed in 1928 at somewhere 
betweén 1,850 and 2,000 They also 
reported 1,849 injuries attributed -to the 
storm, А П 

Property -damage was estimated at 
$33,894,000 and' 2.881: homes меге 
‘damaged beyond repair and 1:644 fami- 


eastern shore between 
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lies were homeless. The Hed Cross later 
reported that in the affected counties, the 
storn had damaged.or destroyed 32,414 
buildings 

In 1928, following the second st 
two years, residents around Lake Okee- 
chobee began to clamor for the state to 
take steps to prevent further loss of life. A 
strong feeling of resentment grew against 
the state's drainage authorities. As the 
controversy grew; there was further соп- 
flict among those with an interest in the 
lake, regarding the levels of the lake 

Gommercial fishermen, transportation 
men and those who wanted water for irri- 
gation and to keep the muck lands wet 
wanted higher water levels retained in the 
lake. Farmers along tne shoreline and 
grove owners wanted 10 keep the levels 
low to prevent further flooding of their 
crops 

State authonties were faced with the 
dilemma of trying to please everybody. 
Adding to the problem was the depres- 


un 
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sion, which left the state govemment as 
short of funds as the rest of the citizenry. 

According to the Lawrence Will book, 
“Okeechobee Нитісапе” all factions 
were in agreement that something had to 
be done to prevent the disaster such as 
tħat of 1926 and the ten-times-worse dis- 
aster of 1928. 

Some favored the elimination of any 
diking around the lake, and others lobbied 
for the construction of a new and more 
substantial one—a levee that could with- 
stand any buffeting that nature could pro- 
duce. 

With the onset of the depression, there 
were no state funds available for any pro- 
ject, let alone one this ambitious, and an 
appeal was made to the federal govem- 
ment to assume the financial responsibili- 
ty. Herbert Hoover, the new president, 
had visited the area shortly after the 1928 
storm, and had been saddened by the 
destruction and loss of life. They knew he 
would support a project of a dike'to pre- 


This particular home in.the Glades was demolished during a hurricane 


that hit the Glades in 1925. (Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun) 
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With the storm and flooding that 
plagued central and southern Florida 
through the late 1920s and beyond, into 
the 1940s and 19505, residents moving 
into the area began to’ seek relief from 
periodic flood waters, which caused 
loss of lives, crops, livestock and real 
estate. 

A particularly wet hurricane and 
excessive flooding throughout the 
Kissimmee River basin in 1947, and 
particularly along-the Gold Coast sec- 
tions of Palm Beach and Broward coun- 
ties, brought more cries of protest from 
Florida residents. 
` In 1948, Congress heard the pleas of 
Floridians from Orlando south to Miami, 
and they adopted the Central and 
South Florida Flood Control project. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was 
given the task of designing and building 
a flood contro! system. 

-. The following year, 1949, the Florida 
Legislature created the Central and 
Southern Florida Flood Control District, 
and it was’ assigned the mission of 


managing water and related resources. 


for the benefit of the public and in keep- 
ing with the needs of the region. 

The northern shoreline of Lake 
Okeechobee contained dense stands 
of water.oak, maple, cypress, popash, 
rubber and palmetto trees. For alfout 30 
< miles “north of the lake, there were 
prairie lands, more commonly called 
savannahs by local residents, and pine. 


A forests, The savannahs contained wire 


grass and sedgé, which became excel: 
lent grazing grounds for the hundreds 


~ Of wild cattle which roamed. the lands, 


_and were to later provide the basis for 
“опе of the area's largest industries, cat- 
tle ranching. The: prairies were unbro- 
ken except for patches of the pines in 
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Chapter Five 


For many years following the 1928 hurricane, farmers attempting to till their | 
- fields would find the remains of victims of that storm. This photo was taken 


several years after the 1928 storm. (Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun) 


flat woods, most of which were pitchy 
pines, some extending their branches 
skyward to a height of 75 to 100 feet. 
They were also dotted with numer- 
ous small pools which were named 


' according to the type of growth found in 


themi: For example, there were saw- 
grass ponds, flag ponds, and maiden 
cane ponds. In. places, heads of 
cypress and small trees Y were growing 


“іп shallow sloughs. 


Méanidering through-these prairies 


“апа beyond, stretching northward for а 


distance of more than 100 miles was 
the scenic Kissimmee River. 
H 


2:MILES WEST OF SR. 715° 
ON TORRY ISLAND 

BELLE GLADE, FLORIDA 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 


561-996-6322 


Extending back from the river to a 
depth of one to two miles was a wide 
floodplain. This floodplain served multi- 
ple ecological purposes. It supported a 
highly productive food web and provid- 
ed a habitat for wading birds, waterfowl, 
and an array of wildlife. The floodplain 
covered Some 44,000 acres according 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sov 
records of the early periods. 

The prairies, gifted with 55 to 60 inch- 
es of.annual rainfall, had standing water 
to a depth of several inches for parts of 
the year. Today, this area is more famil- 
iarly known as the Kissimmee River 
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Basin and floodplain. 

Water levels fluctuated nor- 
mally with the seasons and 
there was a flow through the 
twisting and turning oxbows for 
most.of the year. This feature 
had a dominant influence on the 
` river/floodplain ecosystem. 

„Тһе entire floodplain and 
wetland habitat provided for 
many species of wildlife. Early 
travelers on the river might 
catch sight of bald eagles, who 
used the area for breeding. 
They might catch a glimpse of 
the Florida panther who called 
the area home. More than 20 
species of ducks lived in this 
area along the beautiful twist- 
ing, serpentine river, as did 
migratory waterfowl during the 
winter months. At least 15 
species of wading birds, includ- 
ing large flocks of white Ibis, 
dottéd the landscape. 

The waters of the river itself, 
whose pristine water quality 
was assured by the flow of 
waters .through the cleansing 
wetlands, contained 39 fish 
species, including at least 10 
gamefish species. 

The main inhabitants on the 
river in the early 1800s. were the 
U.S. Army outposts at Fort 
Basinger апа Fort Kissimmee, 
established. during the Semi- 
nole Indian Wars. 

The first change in. this 
unique. waterway came іп the 
late 1800s when the Disston 
Land Company dredged а navi- 
gable.waterway through the riv- 
er from the town of Kissimmee 
to Lake Okeechobee. In.the 
process, they also cut canals 


IW Ot user 
үз 


between: many lakes in central 
Florida, lowering their levels by 
as much as nine to 11 feet. The 
water flowed southward through 
thé twisting Kissimmee River 
system into the lake. 

With the open waterway nav- 
igable all the way to the lake, 
steamships began to provide 
access to the interior of the 
state. While some families were 
reported along the upper reach- 
es river in the 1870s, Disston's 
dredging operation opened up 
the river and it became the 
equivalent of the major 
north/south transportation 
artery prior to the turn of the 
century. Families began moving 
further into the interior of central 
Florida via the river. 

He also dredged an opening 
from the lake to the Caloosa- 
hatchee River and opened up 
travel from the lake all the way 
to present-day Fort Myers “оп 
Florida's west coast. 

Cattlemén from other sec- 
tions of the state, and from 
Georgia, moved into the area in 
the mid-1870s, seeking more 


land on which to let their herds . 


graze. A thriving, bustling: com- 
munity was soon established on 
the banks of the river, near the 
site of the old military installa- 
tion, Fort Bassinger. 

On the east side of the river, 
the community of Basinger, with 
a ferry across the river, soon 
drew many new settlers to 
homesites along the river, One 
of the first. of these was, Capt. 
John Mizell Pearce, the man 
who started thé ferry service in 


. 1875. He built his home іп 1870 


» 
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alas cle Wa 1925 dicam n Clewidon wok ninss- 
deep water for more than a week following the storm. 


Clewiston was once more hit. with a violent huri- 
cane and heavy rainfall during the summer of 1947. 


This photo cl fe mon кеі i Мосе Hove als he 
1926 huricane shows the flooding and damage 
.which that community sustained. Mertie Van de 
“Velde of Moore Haven and Lakeport was on the sec- 
ond боог of Moore Haven's hotel when it left its foun- 
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on what is today the Highlands County 


Side of the river, and it was located 
&bout a mile-and-a-half from Fort 
Bassinger. Several years later, he built 
a larger home, just a few hundred feet 
from the Kissimmee River. 

Local, old-time residents, like the 
late-Thelma Holmes Walker, a native of 
Fort Drum in northern. Okeechobee 
County, recalled during a 1989 inter- 
view the trips she made as a child on 
the old. steamboats from Micco Bluff to 
the burgeoning town of Kissimmee. The 
trips were made to visit family members 
in Orlando. 

The steamboats were captained by 
Captain Clay Johnsón, a Mark Twain 
look-alike, and he had three boats 
named the Cincinnati, the Roseada, 
and the Osceola. The boats not only 
carried passengers, but were the set- 
tlers' lifeline to the outside world and 
carried.all the supplies they needed to 
sustain life in the wilderness. The 
boats also served as mailman, retail 
Store, grocer and newspaper. 

The late-Ossie Raulerson recalled 
how his family moved by boat from 
their home on the banks of the Kissim- 

` mee River at a spot called Wood Land- 
ing, through the lake into Taylor. Creek, 
and into the new:towh of Tantie, now 
called Okeechobee. Wood Landing 
was a stop on the river where steam- 
boats landed to pick up loads of wood. 

The Raulerson family made that 
move in 1910 and Ossie recalled there 
were only five or six houses located in 
Tantie,at that time. During a storm in 
1910, the home into which they had 

. moved.was blown aff its pier founda- 
tion. The piers were wooden logs that 
“Supported the frame of the home and 
raised'it above the high water line. 
Members of the Lightsey family also 
arrived оп the northern shores of Lake 
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Okeechobee by the same method. 
Their homestead was near present- 
day State Road 78, on the shores of 
Eagle Bay. 

For many years, the Kissimmee 
River was the major "highway" through 
central.Florida. “. 

Ву the 1920s and the advent of 
roads throughout the state, the need 
for the river steamboats came to an 
end. у 

In 1962, against the wishes of many 
landowners in the Kissimmee River Val- 
ley, the Corps began the huge project of 
channelizing the once meandering 100- 
mile-long Kissimmee River. 

Тһе C-38 canal was 58 miles long, 
about 30 feet in depth, with a width that 
varied from 325 to 700 feet, and the 


- Waters flowed unimpeded into the lake. 


The project also installed six flood 
Control structures with adjacent locks at 
intervals along the canal. 

The old oxbows became non-pro- 
ductive with lack of water flow, and 
thousands of acres of wetlands were 
drained. The project took ten years and 
was completed іп 1971. ' 

The Corps began to manage the lev- 
el of waters in the upper chain of lakes 
near Orlando, the Kissimmee River and 
Lake Okeechobee. They control those 
levels even today. ; 

Flood control. structures, similar to 
those on the river and at the outlets 


from the lake, were also installed. . 


throughout the southem part of the 
state in an effort to manage the waters. 
These actions, coupled with earlier 
man-made intrusions, completely 
changed forever the face of our beauti- 
ful lady, and the major source of her 
incoming waters. 

People who lived on the river and 


"who had enjoyed its waters and bounti- 


ІШ wildlife “and fish harvest were 
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appalled at the destruction to the area 
with the channelization. 

' But, by the late 1970s and early 
1980s, it was evident that Mother 
Nature had healed her own wounds. 

Fishing in the river was once again 
bountiful. Many forms of wildlife were 
inventoried in the area. 

* There were increasing numbers of. 
blue heron and bald eagles document- 
ed along the channelized stretch of the 
river. 

It was not the ecosystem that hàd 
existed prior to channelization of the 
river, but an entirely new ecosystem 
had established itself, bringing back 
not only old friends in the wildlife com- 
munity, but some new ones found their 
names on the inventory list as well. 


This memorial to the victims of the 1928 
hurricane stands in front of the Belle 
Glade Municipal Library and honors the 
more than 2,000 victims of the hurricane. 
Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun) 
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Chapter 6 


The channelization of the Kissimmee 
River was barely completed when the cries 
for restoration began to be heard from envi- 
ronmental groups. Govemor Ruben Askew 
convened the Conference on Water Man- 
agement in South Florida in 1971. 

Those attending that meeting conclud- 


should be restored to their historic condi- 
tions and levels to the greatest extent pos- . 
sible to improve the quality of the water f 
entering Lake Okeechobee.” 

In 1976, the first study group, ће Coor- | 
dinating Council on the Restoration of the | 
Kissimmee River Valley, was formed. Sinos | 
then, studies have been conducted by the | 
U.S. Amy Corps of- Engineers, the South ” 
Florida Water Management District RE 27% 
(SFWMD, renamed from the Central and т ME. À 
emot носа ғо озне Bieb Dredges such as this older model were used to dig the rim canal around 
даар eom i po the perimeter of the Herbert Hoover Dike, as well as the various canals 

vid ise s viol muse, cpu leading from Lake Okeechobee to the coast. Today, more water is lost 
e: by of AN сарбан ese àl through these canals to tide than what flow southward into the Ever- 
Califomia at a san EU glades. (Photo courtesy of South Florida cher Management District) 

In the midst of all the studies, the envi- TP 
ronmental groups became even more Jh ; 
vocal, and stating that only the complete 
backfiling of the C-38 canal would be 
acceptable : 


DÀ 


In 1983, Govemor Bob Graham created 
a coordinating council of several state ` 
agencies to oversee the restoration and 
preservation of the various ecosystems and  . 
natural resources throughout the Kissim- 
mee-Okgechobee-Everglades system. 
This action was taken in conjunction with 


Rivers projects. . А 
Those ágehcies, in addition to the 
SFWMD, included the Department of Envi- ` 
ronmental Regulation, the Department of 


А more modern dredge was uséd to channelize the Kissimmee River dur- 
Ing the 1960s. This operation turned the meanderíng 103-mile river into a 


: Community Affairs, the Department of 52-mile channel, commonly referred {о as the C-38 canal. (Photo cour- 


tesy of South Florida Water Management District) 
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on what is today the Highlands County 
Side of the river, and it was located 
about a mile-and-a-half from Fort 
Bassinger. Several years later, he built 
a larger home, just a few hundred feet 
- from the Kissimmee River. 

Local, old-timie residents, like the 
late-Thelma Holmes Walker, a native of 
Fort Drum in northern Okeechobee 
County, recalled during a 1989 inter- 
view the trips she made as a child on 
the old steamboats from Міссо Bluff to 
the burgeoning town of Kissimmee. The 
trips were made to visit family members 
in Orlando. : 


The steamboats were captained by 


Captain Clay Johnson, a Mark Twain 
look-alike, and he had three boats 
named the Cincinnati, the Roseada, 
.and the Osceola. The boats not only 
carried passengers, but were the set- 
tlers' lifeline to the outside world and 
carried all the supplies they needed to 
sustain life in the wilderness. The 
boats also served as mailman, retail 
Store, grocer and newspaper. 


The late-Ossie Raulerson recalled : 


- how his'family moved by boat from 
their home on the banks of the Kissim- 
mee River at a spot called Wood Land- 

-ing, through the lake into Taylor Creek, 
and into the new town of Tantie, now 
called Okeechobee.: Wood Landing 
was a stop on the river where steam- 
boats landed to pick up loads of wood. 

The Raulerson family made that 
move in 1910 and Ossie recalled there 
were only five or.six housés located in 
Tantie at that time.- During a storm in 
1910, the home into which they had 
moved was blown off its pier founda- 
tion. The piers were wooden logs that 
supported the frame of the home and 
raised it above the high.water line. 

Members of the Lightsey family also 
arrived on the northern shores of Lake 


Okeechobee by the same method. 
Their homestead was near present- 
day State Road 78, on the shores of 
Eagle Bay. 

For many years, the «Kissimmee 
River was the major “highway” through 
central Florida. 

By the 1920s and the advent of 
roads throughout the state,«the need 
for the river steamboats came to an 
end. 

In 1962, against the wishes of many 
landowners in the Kissimmee River Val- 
ley, the Corps began the huge project of 
channelizing the once meandering 100- 
mile-long Kissimmee River. 

The C-38 canal was 58 miles long, 
about 30 feet in depth, with a width that 
varied from 325 to 700 feet, and the 
waters flowed unimpeded into the lake. 

The project also installed six flood 
control structures with adjacent locks at 
intervals along the canal. 

The old. oxbows became non-pro- 
ductive with lack of water flow, and 
thousands of асгеѕ of wetlands were 
drained. The project took ten yéars and 


was completed in 1971. 


The Corps began to manage the lev- 
el of waters in the upper chain of lakes 
near Orlando, the Kissimmee River and 
Lake Okeechobee. They control those 
levels even today. 

Flood control structures, similar to 
those on the river and at the outlets 
from the lake, were also installed 


throughout the southem part of the ` 


state in an effort to manage.the waters. 
These actions, coupled with earlier 
man-made  intrusions, completely 
changed forever the face of our beauti- 


"ful lady, and the major source of her 
‘incoming waters. 2 


People who lived on the river and 
who had enjoyed its waters and bounti- 
fül wildlife and fish harvest were 


“A FULL LINE OF ELECTRIC and GAS HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES" . 
[PROPANE GASSERVICE] ‘Okeechobee | 


Hwy. 441 N. at railroad 
. 763-2114 


90 Days Same As Cash * We Finance Up To 3 Years 


Clewiston Moore Haven Belle Glade 
309 E. Sugarland Hwy. 946-0733 5 West Ауе?А 
983-8111 7 ; 996-3046. 


appalled at the destruction to the area 
with the channelization. 

But, by the late 1970s and early 
1980s, it was evident that Mother 
Nature had healed her own wounds. 

Fishing in the river was once again 


' bountiful. Many forms of wildlife were 


inventoried in the area. 

There were increasing numbers: of 
blue heron and bald eagles document- 
ed along the channelized stretch of the 
river. 

It was not the ecosystem that had 
existed prior to channelization of the 
river, but an entirely new ecosystem 
had established itself, bringing back 
not only old friends in the wildlife сот- 
munity, but some new ones found their 
names оп the inventory list aswell. 


Wi тиен io ihe vcr of the 1928 
hurricane stands in front of the Belle 
more than 2,000 victims of the hurricane. 
(Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun) 


The channelization of the Kissimmee 
River was barely completed when the cries 
for restoration began to be heard from envi- 
ronmental groups. Govemor Ruben Askew 
convened the Conference on Water:-Man- 
agement in South Florida in 1971. 

Those attending that meeting conclud- 
ed, "The Kissimmee lakes and marshes 
should be restored to their historic condi- 
tions and levels to the greatest extent pos- 
sible to improve the quality of the water 
entering Lake Okeechobee.” 


In 1976, the first study group, the Coor- ' 


dinating Council on the Restoration of the 
~ Kissimmee River Valley, was formed. Since 
then, studies have been conducted by the 
U.S: Army Corps of Engineers, the South 
Florida Water Management 
(SFWMD, renamed from the Central and 
Southem Florida Flood Control District), the 
Kissimmee River Resource Planning and 
Management Committee, the Lake Okee- 
chobee Technical Advisoty Committee, the 
University of Florida, and the University of 
Califomia at Berkeley. 

In the midst of all the studies, the envi- 
ronmental groups became even more 
vocal, and stating that only the complete 
backfilling of the C-38 canal would be 
acceptable. 

іп 1983, Govemor Bob Graham created 
a coordinating council of several state 


agencies to oversee the restoration and. 


preservation of the various ecosystems and 
natural resources throughout the Kissim- 
mee-Okeechobee-Everglades system. 
This action was taken in conjunction with 
his Save Our Everglades and Save Our 
Rivers projects. 

- Those agencies, in addition to the 
SFWMD, included the Department of Envi- 
ronmental Regulation, the Department of 
Community Affairs, the Department of 
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Dredges such as fhis older model were used td dig the rim canal around 
the perimeter of the Herbert Hoover Dike, as well as the various canals 
leading from Lake Okeechobee to the coast. Today, more water is lost 
through these canals to tide than what flow southward into the Ever- 
glades. (Photo courtesy of South Florida water CMancgemen District) 


A more modern dredge was used to channelize the Kissimmee River dur- · 
ing the 1960s. This operation turned the meandering 103-mile river into a 
52-mile channel, commonly referred to as thé C-38 canal. (Photo « cour- 
tesy of South Florida Water Management Disirich 
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on what is today the Highlands County 
side of the river, and it was located 
about a mile-and-a-half from Fort 
Bassinger. Several years later, he built 
a larger home, just a few hundred feet 
from the Kissimmee River. 
"Local, old-time residents, like the 
late-Thelma Holmes Walker, a native of 
Fort Drum in northern Okeechobee 
County, recalled during a 1989 inter- 
view the trips she’made as a child on 
the old steamboats from Micco Bluff to 
the burgeoning town of Kissimmee. The 
trips were made to visit family members 
in Orlando. 

The steamboats were captained by 
Captain Clay Johnsof, a Mark Twain 
look-alike, and he had three boats 
named the Cincinnati, the. Roseada, 


and the Osceola. The boats not only , 


carried passengers, but were the set- 
tlers' lifeline to the outside world and 
carried all the-supplies they needed to 
sustain life’ in the wilderness. Тһе 
boats also served as mailman, retail 
store, grocer and newspaper. 

The late-Ossie Raulerson recalled 


how his family moved by boat from 


their home on the banks of the Kissim- 
mee River at a spot called Wood Land- 
ing,.through the lake into Taylor Creek, 
and into the new town of Tantie, now 
called Okeechobee. Wood Landing 
was a stop on the river where steam- 
boats landed to pick up loads of wood. 
_ The Raulerson family made that 
move in 1910 and Ossie recalled there 
were only five or six houses located in 
Tantie.at that time. During a storm in 
1910, the home into which they had 
moved was blown off its pier founda- 
tion. The piers were wooden logs that 
supported the frame of-the home and 
raised it above the high water line 
Members of the Lightsey family also 
arrived on the northern shores of Lake 


‘man-made , 


Okeechobee by the same method. 
Their homestead was near present- 
day State Road 78, on the shores of 
Eagle Bay. 

For many years, the Kissimmee 
River was the major “highway” through 
central Florida. 

By the 1920s and the advent of 
roads throughout the state, the need 
for the river steamboats came to an 
end 

In 1962, against the wishes of many 
landowners in the Kissimmee River Val- 
ley, the Corps began the huge project of 
channelizing the once meandering 100- 
mile-long Kissimmee River, 

The C-38 canal was 58 miles long, 


-about 30 feet in depth; with a width that 


varied from 325 to 700 feet, and the 
waters flowed unimpeded into the lake. 

The project also installed six flood 
control structures with adjacent locks at 
intervals along the canal. 


The old oxbows became. non-pro: 


ductive with lack of water flow, and 


* thousands of acres of wetlands were 


drained. The project took ten years and 
was completed in 1971. 


The Corps began to manage the lev- ` 


el of waters in the upper chain of lakes 
геаг Orlando, the Kissimmee River and 
Lake Okeechobee. They control those 
levels even today. 

Flood contro! structures, similar to 
those on the river and at the outlets 
from the lake, 
throughout the southern part of the 
state in an effort to manage the waters. 
These actions, coupled with earlier 
intrusions, © completely 
changed forever the face of our beauti- 
fui lady; and the major source of her 
incoming waters. - 

People who lived on the river and 
who had enjoyed its waters and bounti- 


ful wildlife and fish harvest were 
? 


were also .installed 
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appalled at the destruction to the area’ 
with the channelization. 

But, by the late 1970s and early 
1980s, it was. evident that Mother 
Nature had healed her own wounds. 

Fishing in the river was once again 
bountiful. Many forms of wildlife were 
inventoried in the area. 

There were increasing numbers of 
blue heron and bald eagles document- 
ed along the channelized stretch of the 
river. 

It was not the ecosystem ‘that had 
existed prior to channelization of the 
river, but an entirely new ecosystem 
had established itself, bringing back 
not only old friends in the wildlife com- 
munity, but some new ones found their 


names on the inventory list as well. 
іа е 


This menia fne velis of the 1928 
hurricane stands іп front of the Belle 
Glade Municipal Library and honors the 
more than 2,000 victims of the hurricane. 
(Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun) 


The channelization of the Kissimmee 
River was barely completed when the cries 
for restoration began to be heard from envi- 
ronmental groups. Govemor Ruben Askew 
convened the Conference on Water Man- 
agement in South Florida in 1971. 

Those attending that meeting conclud- 
ed, "The Kissimmee lakes and marshes 
should be restored to their historic condi- 
tions ала levels to the greatest extent pos- 
sible to improve the quality of the water 
entering Lake Okeechobee." 

In-1976, the first study group, the Coor- 
dinating Council on the Restoration of the 
Kissimmee River Valley, was formed. Since 
then, studies have been conducted by the 
U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers, the" South 
Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD, renamed from the Central and 
Southem Florida Flood Control District); the 
Kissimmee River Resource Pianning and 
Management Committee, the Lake Okee- 
chobee Technical Advisory Committee, the 
University of Florida, and the University of 
Califomia at Berkeley. 

In the midst ‘of all the studies, the envi- 
ronmental groups became even more 
vocal; and stating, that only the complete 
backfilling of the C-38 canal would be 
acceptable Y 

In 1983, Govemor Bob Graham created 
a coordinating council of several state 
agencies to oversee the restoration and 
preservation of the vanous ecosystems and 
natural resources throughout the Kissim- 


mee-Okeechobee-Everglades system. - 


This action was taken in conjunction with 
his Save Our Everglades and Save Our 
Rivers projects 

Those agencies, in addition to the 


SFWMD, included the Department of Envi- ` 


ronmental Regulation, the Department of 


Community Affairs, the Department of 
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Dredges such as fhis older model were used to dig the rim canal around 
the perimeter of the Herbert Hoover Dike, as well as the various canals 
leading from Lake Okeechobee to ihe coast. Today, more water is lost 
through these canals to fide than what flow southward into the Ever- 
glades. (Photo courtesy of South Florida Water Management БЕН) 


А more modern hedge’ was used to channelize the Kissimmee River dur-- 
ing the 1960s. This operation turned the meandering 103-mile river into a 
52-mile channel, commonly referred to as the C-38 canal. (Photo cour- 
tesy of South Florida Water Management District) 


Sun. 12-5 ‘Sun. 12-5 


Page 18 - Lady of Mystery 
Transportation, the Department of Natural 
Resources, the ‘Florida Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Ser- 
vices. 

A demonstration project on a 12-mile 
stretch of the Kissimmee River was begun 
by the district in 1984 and completed a year 
later. 


Three sheét metal weirs, with navigation 
notches, were installed in Pool B at the 
upper end of the river. The specific goal of 
the project was to test the feasibility of 
retuming the river to its pre-canal condition. 
These devices were designed to force 
water back through the old twists, tums and 
bends of the rivér, and to restore some of 
the nutrient filtering properties which existed 
on the river before channelization. The dis- 
trict also controlled the fluctuation of the 
- water levels in Pool B to simulate the nor- 
mal wet and dry seasons. 
The project produced results beyond the 
initial expectations of the water manage- 
ment officials. 
The quality of the waters flowing through 
the old oxbows improved dramatically. 
Wildlife, particularly some of the waterfowi, 
retumed .to the area, district officials 
claimed. 
, А feasibility study by the Corps on 

restoration, which: was completed in 1985, 
-recommended no federal action be taken 
- regarding the restoration effort. 

If the floodplains are restored, the district 
Scientists maintain, the sponge effect for fil- 
tering waters will be re-instated, aerating 
and cleansing the waters before’ they flow 

the lake. 

In 1988, Dr. Hsieh Shen; an intemation- 


al expert in sedimentation and environmen- - 


tal river mechanics with the University of 
Сайотіа at Berkeley, completed his stud- 
“Чез on the. possibility of restoring the once 
meandering river. His studies have involved 
duplicating а section of the old river from 


4925 Hwy. 441 S. 


Okeechobee, FL 34974 


Pool В with both physical and computer 
models, to see what the effects of proposed 
restoration efforts would be. 

Dr. Shen's final report was delivered to 
the goveming board in October 1989. 

His:studies produced four altematives 
which he explained in his final report. They 
Were: 

1) The first altemative would continue 
the use-of weirs, but ones without naviga- 


‚ tion notches. They would, however, contain 


gates which could be lowered during flood- 
ing periods to release waters more quickly. 

2) The second altemative would be the 
use of earthen plugs, which would produce 
the same effect as the weirs in forcing the 
flow of waters back into the old twisting, 
tuming oxbows. This would permit no flexi- 
bility during times of flooding, Dr. Shen said. 

3) Backfilling at what Dr. Shen calls Lev- 
el lis the third altemative. 

This method would fill in longer lengths 
of the C-38 canal and it is estimated that this 
method would open up about 2,000 acres 
of the old floodplain. 

4) The final alternative is Backfilling at 
Level Il. This would backfill the channel as 
much às possible. Under this altemative 


about 30 miles of ће 52-mile-long canal: 


would be filled in. This includes all of Pool A 
near S.R. 60 ifi Osceola County, ће upper 
part of Pool B, located about.12 miles down 
river, and the area upstream of structure, S- 
65-E, the last structure on the river before it 
enters Lake Okeechobee. 

Kent Loftin, who was then the project 
engineer for the Kissimmee River restora- 
tion for the WMD, said that if this plan were 
adopted, they would start in the middle of 
the river and fill up and down as much as 
possible, while still retaining the flood control 
capabilities. 

Mr. Loftin's recommendations, and that 
of other members of the district staff, were 
Contained in a proposed restoration plan for 
ee ne 


alli pict deg 


Award Winning Service Department 


lished in the early part of 1990. That report 
recommended the Level Il backfilling as the 
altemative chosen by district staff. 
cent of the water flowing into the.north end 
of Lake Okeechobee. During the interven- 
ing years from 1983 through 1990, the dis- 
necessary 10 restore the degraded. water 
quality in the Kissimmee River. 

With the completion of the district's 
restoration plan, Mr. Loftin and district staff 
Stated at the beginning of the report that the 


The report admitted that 30 percent of 
the water flowing into Lake Okeechobee 
ма nearly as clean as rain water, and ће 
cleanest of ай the tributaries flowing into the 
lake 


The water quality in the river is still rated 
very good. Only four percent of the nutrients 
flowing into the lake come through the river 
waters. 

The forcing of the waters back through 
the oxbows and across the marshes, would 
Cleanse the waters even more, according to 
Claims by the district scientists. 

When district personnel refers to water 
quality on the Kissimmee River, they are 
normally: referring to the dissolved oxygen 
levels in the waterway. If there is no flow to ` 
aerate the water, the lowering of the oxygen 
in the water can cause massive fish kills. 

A 1989 publication from the district item- 
шебер дік Ді ы UE ы 


"Restore wading bird utilization of flood- 
plain, particularly for the endàngered wood 
Stork and the threatened sandhill crane; 

"Restore food base for bald eagles and, 
pieces 
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*Increase the spawning, ‚nursery, and 
feeding habitat for fish species. 

The restoration would also decrease the 
need for control of instream vegetation and 
the chemical pollution associated with that 


There would be an increase of the water 

quality, and an opportunity for increased 
aesthetic quality of recreational boating. 

` |t would eliminate river siltation, and 

restore characteristic biological communi- 

ties. 

Following the.release of the South Flori- 
da Water Management District's Kissim- 
mee River Restoration Plan, district officials 
entered into negotiations with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers for them to participate in 
the project as the lead agency. 

Backed by Florida Senator Bob Gra- 
ham, authorization for the plan nearly made 
it through the Congressional process in 
1990, but was removed from the budget at 
the last minute by the Bush administration. 

Interest in the project in Washington, 
fueled by Sen. Graham, progressed to the 
point that Congress authorized a second 
feasibility study to be done by the Corps, 
and that study was to be based on imple- 
menting the district's Level I| Backfilling 
plan 


The draft of that study was made publié 
at the end of September 1991, and stirred 
up new controversy all over again. 

The plan calléd for total backfilling of 29 
miles of the C-38 canal in the Lower Kissim- 
mee River Basin, using fill from spoilbanks 
that was removed by the Corps whén the 
canal was created, recreating some 11.6 
miles of new river channel to approximate 


the former oxbows, and hopefully, to recre- ` 


ate some 29,000.acres of wetlands to pro- 
vide-fishery and wildlife habitat: і 
According to the Corps study, about 394 
homes.would be taken under the Level II 
Backfilling Plan, as well as five dairies with 
‘<property close to the river, or in sloughs 


Chevron 


CHEVRON 
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which would be in the newly restored flood- 
plains and wetlands. 

Three of the flood conirol structures 
would be completely eliminated leaving no 
flood protection for thousands of acres in 
Okeechobee, Highlands and Glades coun- 
ties. 


Opponents of the ріал. noted that no 


sociological impact study had been done ` 


regarding the people who would be dis- 
placed. 

No economic impact was considered 
either in the Corps study or the district's 
restoration plan for what the backfilling of 
the 29 miles of river channel would do to 
the area economy. 

The Corps proposed that it would 
need to acquire nearly 68,000 acres о! 
Kissimmee River basin property to 
restore approximately 29,000 acres of 
wetlands. 

The reason for the extra acreage 
became apparent when the report 
revealed the Corps planned water levels 
which would be approximately six feet 
higher than historical high water levels 
before restoration. Subdivisions along 
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the river, in place before the channeliza- 
tion, and which were never flooded prior 
to the C-38 canal, would now be flooded. 

Grass roots opposition groups sprang 
up within.subdivisions up and down the 
river. County officials in Okeechobee and 
Highlands counties began writing, peti- 
tioning and protesting not only to district 
and Corps personnel, but to Congres- 
sional representatives, as well. 

The final study was completed by the 
Corps in the Jacksonville office in 
December 1991 and is currently being 
reviewed in Washington by Corps offi- 
cials. 

The study was sent to Congress in 
1992. It was voted on and the project 
was authorized. The project was esti- 
mated to cost about $800 million and to 
take between 10 and 15 years to com- 
plete. 

Funding was delayed because of 
the 1991-92 economic slump. It has 
since been funded and actual con- 
struction is due to begin in 1998, pend- 
ing final maps from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 


This oeríol shof shows the original twisting Kissimmee River, anaking? through 


the prairies and savannahs of south central Florida emptying into Lake Okee- 
chobee. (Photo courtesy of South Florida Water Management District) 
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Chapter Seven 


In September 1947, a series of exceptionally wet hurri- , 


cane storms passed over south and central Florida, includ- 
ing the lake. While the winds did minimal damage the 
tremendous amount of water left the southern half of the 
Florida peninsula standing in water. Waters poured into the 
lake from all its tributaries and from the storii itself, and the 
level of the lake was recorded at its highest elevátion—over 
20 feet. Damage to the levee was negligible. 

As the shoreline around-the lake became settled, agri- 
culture, for many years, was the main industry in what has 
since become the five-county area of Glades, Hendry, Mar- 
tin; Okeechobee and Palm Beach counties. 

Because of the semi-tropical climate to the south of the 
lake, and the rich black muck soils, farming was the major 
activity there, and for a distance up both the eastern and 
western shorelines. 

Commercial fishing exploded around the turn of the cen- 
tury, but lack of controls and over fishing caused that indus- 
try to fade after a couple of decades. 

On the northeastern, northwestern and northern edges of 
the lake, the beef cattle industry has thrived since just after 
the Civil War. 

Early settlers, mainly from Georgia, found the state rich 
with wild cattle permeating the scrub, hence the name 

“scrub cattle.” 

The speculation has been that the cattle were brought 
into the state by escaping Indians and slaves and then 
abandoned by them. Through the бт. they reproduced 
and by the late 1860's, they providéd the basis for many of 
the later herds of the wealthy cattle barons. 


: Stores ‘along U.S. Highway 27, the iain thoroughfare 
through the community of Clewiston, had an up close 
' waterfront view after the 1947 storm. 


Т ао 


This view of Clewiston shows damaged homes and 
downed trees when the 1947 hurricane roared through 

By 1870, settlers and their cattle herds were reported as 
far south as the Caloosahatchee River. 

The first of these cattle families arrived in the Kissimmee 
River Valley and formed the community of Basinger, some 
20 miles north of the lake. The names of those early set- 
tlers, Pearce, Raulerson, Holmes, Chandler, Alderman, 
Walker and Underhill, are still leading names in the beef cat- 


tle industry some 130 years later. 


In the early days, the cattle were rounded up from the 
open prairies, where no fences existed, branded and driven 
to the markets in Punta Gorda and Tampa, on the west 
coast, then taken by boat, and subsequently train to the 
northem markets. Cattle from the eastern side of the lake 
were driven to Fort Pierce where they were loaded on boats 
headed north. These drives could take from a week to a 
month, depending on the whims of Mother Nature. 

Тһеіта Holmes Walker, an 87-year-old Fort Drum native, 
recalls hearing stories from her father, husband, and uncles 
of how swarms of mosquitoes would. cause the cattle to 
stampede, and many head of-cattle would be lost. 

In the book, "Lake Okeechobee: Wellspring of the Ever- 
glades," by Alfred arid Kathryn Hànna, they report that some 
of the.same type mosquito swarms would fill the mouths 
and nostrils of the cattle, suffocating them to death: 

Sudden storms, swamps, snakes, and'panthers also took 
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their toll on the cattle drives. But, the 
hardy "cracker" cowboys prevailed. 

The arrivai of the railroads in the : 
lake area at Moore Haven and Okee- 
chobee in the teens provided a new 
form of transportation for getting the 
cattle to market. The color and 
pageantry of the cattle drives faded 
into memory. 

The beef cattle industry today 
comprises nearly. 368,000 head of 
cattle in the five counties surround- 
ing Lake Okeechobee and provides 
over $170 million to the economies 
of these counties. Glades, Hendry 
and Okeechobee counties have 
about 58,000 head of beef cattle 
according to-the United States Cen- 
sus of Agriculture statistics for 1996. 

In the current controversy of agri- 
culture versus the health of our lady 
of the shimmering skirts, the beef 
cattle industry is rather low on the list 
of agricultural activities supposedly 
adding excessive nutrients to the 
waters of the lake. Beef cattle range 
over a much larger area of pasture- 


The beef сане he indhi is cn important part o of the Okeechobee Coun- 
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lánd than do dairy cattle which are 
confined in small spaces. 

Dairy farms have been classified 
as high intensity use areas, and as 
such, were targeted by governmen- 
talagencies as the primary target of 
phosphorus overloading which they 
claim is destroying the waters of the 
lake. 


During the 1950's, land values in . 


Dade' and Broward counties to the 
south, escalated in the post-war 
building boom. Many dairy farms 


, were located in the western reaches 


of those two counties and develop- 
ers soon pushed the. agricultural 
interests from the scene. 

Some of those operations first 
migrated into Palm Beach. County, 
where they soon found land develop- 
ment once more squeezing them out. 

By the early part of the 1960's 
nearly 50 dairies. had settled in the 
counties around Lake Okeechobee, 
with the majority of them settling in 
Okeechobee County at the northern 
tip of the lake. By the late 1970's, the 
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bovine population of beef and dairy 
cattle outnumbered the human popu- 
lation by a six to one ratio. The two 
industries provide over $300 million 
in revenues annually to the counties 
around the lake. Okeechobee Coun- 
ty alone estimates $281 million in 
revenues, and more than 1700 jobs 
are provided from the two sources. 

The dairy operations are mainly 
concentrated in the northern and 
eastern areas of the county in what 
is called the Taylor Creek/Nubbin 
Slough watershed. Data ‘collected 
and released by the South Florida 
Water Management District claims ` 
that while this area contributes only 
about three percent of the water 
entéring Lake Okeechobee, it con- 
tributes some 29 percent of the 
phosphorus that enters the lake 
waters. 

There are a few dairy operations 
located in the lower Kissimmee River 
valley, but while this waterway pro- 
vides a third of the waters entering 
the lake, it is claimed only some four 
percent of the phosphorus enters the 
laké through this watershed. 

Several years ago, in 1981, the 
Rural Clean Water Program initiated 
Best Management Practices (BMP's) 
which are methods and structures ` 


designed to keep cattle waste from 


entering waterways directly and 
untreated. This voluntary program 
was a combined effort where funding 
for the installation of BMPS was pro- 
vided by the federal government 
(5896), the state (1796), and the dairy 
owner (2596). According to Loren 
Boggs, U.S. Soil Conservation Ser- 
vice, 24 dairies participated in that 
program and their initial BMP's are in 
place at a cost of $1.6 million. 
Following - installation of these 
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BMPs, no one followed up with mea- ` 


surements of nutrient runoff, so their 
effectiveness was never measured. 

A massive algae bloom on Lake 
Okeechobee in August, 1986 focused 
nationwide attention on the lake, and 
claims were made and argued by the 
scientific community and environmen- 
tal groups that something was serious- 
ly amiss in the 730 square mile lake. 

It bécame apparent that the dairy 
industry at the northern end of the lake 
would have the finger of blame pointed 
in its direction as the source of phos- 
phorus overloading to the lake. 

The Everglades Agricultural Area, 
With its more than 700,000 acres of 
| vegetables and sugar cane became a 
Secondary target for contributing 
excessive amounts of nitrogen from 
the watershed from these areas. 

In early 1987, the state Department 
of Environmental Regulation (DER) 
adopted the Dairy Rule. In the simplest 
terms, the Rule. requires dairies to 
fence cows away from streams, build 
holding ponds or lagoons to:catch barn 
washings and wastewater must be 
treated or used to irrigate -pastures 
rather than be released into waterways 
that lead into Lake Okeechobee. The 
rule established an April, 1991 dead- 
line for the installation of these BMPs. 

These new mandatory BMPs are 
sophisticated and expensive. Esti- 
mates for their design and installation 
run from $250-$400 per. cow. Many 
small dairies just did not have the 
acreage necessary for the installation 
of extensive lagoon systems and hold- 
ing ponds. d 

The State Department of Agriculture 
and WMD initiated a buy out program 
for those dairies who were unable to 
secure loans or who did not have 
enough land for the BMPs. Under this 


program, dairy farmers were offered a 
combined $602 per cow to sell or re- 
locate the herds. One dáiry in Glades 
County and nine in Okeechobee Coun- 
ty took advantage of the buy out pro- 
gram. The ceasing of operations by 
November, 1989-will reduce the num- 
ber of dairy cows in the area by 6,610 
with an estimated loss of about 100 
jobs. Based on 1986 figures, this will 
translate into an annual loss of геу- 
enues of about $34 million to Okee- 
chobee and.Glades counties. 

Melear Farms,. Ralph, Rucks and 
W.F. Rucks dairies moved their opera- 
tions to Georgia. 

The two operations of Brighton 

-Dairy moved their operation to Hardeé 
County, although their base of opera- 
tions will remain in Okeechobee Coun- 


“All the; dairies had. to have. ther > 


amount of phosphorus in runoff. Pic 
Dairy. (Photo by Chris Couden) 


plans filed by June 3, 1989 and Mr. 
Boggs said that all the dairies met that 
deadline. The next deadline they had 
was to have the BMPs implemented by 
the 1991 cut off. 

While most of the dairies made the 
deadline, the rest did complete their 
projects by the end of 1992. 

The results have been that with 
minor exceptions, all of the dairies are 
currently meeting their standards for 
the phosphorus content in the runoff 
from their farms. A few of the farms 
have what is termed “hot spots" where 
efforts to reduce the phosphorus-con- 
tent have not yet been successful. 

Personnel and scientists are work- 
ing with the dairy farmers in those loca- 
tions to identify the source of the extra 
phosphorus, and to find the necessary 
solution to reduce the nutrient content 
to'acceptable levels. 


ТЕ Шиді TI 


Dairies have implemented Best Management Practices to reduce the 
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. Dairy farms are classified as high 
intensity use areas, and as such, have 
been targeted by. governmental agencies 
as the primary target of phosphorus over- 
loading which they claim is destroying the 
waters of the lake. 

During the 1950's, land values in 
Dade and Broward counties to the south 
escalated in the post-war building boom. 
Many dairy farms were located in the 
westem reaches of those two counties 
and developers soon pushed the agricul- 
tural interests from the scene. 

Some of those operations first migrat- 
ed into Palm Beach County, where they 


Ву the early part of the 19605 nearly. 


50 dairies had settled іп the counties 
around Lake Okeechobee, with the 
majority of them settling in Okeechobee 
County at the northem tip of the lake. 
There. were a few in Highlands, Glades 
and Martin counties. 

By the late 1970's, thé bovine popula- 
боп of beef and dairy cattle outnumbered 
the human population by a 6 to 1 ratio in 
the counties around the lake. 

The two industries provide over $300 


million in revenues annually to these ` 


counties. Okeechobee County alone 
estimates $281 million in revenues, and 
more than 1700 jobs are provided from 
the two sources. 

The dairy operatioris are mainly con- 
centrated in the northem end of the coun- 
ty and in the eastem areas in what is 
called the ‘Taylor Croek/Nubbin Slough 
watershed. 

Data collected and released by the 
South Florida Water Management Dis- 
trict claims that while this area contributes 
only about three percent of the water 
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_ Some 29 percent of the phosphorus that 
enters the lake waters. 

There are a few dairy operations locat- 
ed in the lower Kissimmee River valley, 
but while this waterway provides a third 
of the waters entering the lake, it is 
claimed only some four percent of the 
demone enia ie e тоци та 


Meier jacks aoo. in 1981, the Rural 
Clean Water Program initiated Best Man- 
agement Practices (BMP's) which are 
methods and structures designed to 
keep cattle waste from entering water- 
ways directly and untreated. 

This voluntary program was a com- 
bined effort where funding for the instal- 
lation of BMPS was provided by the fed- 
eral govemment (58%), the state (17%), 
and the dairy owner (2596). 

According to the U.S. Soil Conserva- 
tion Service, 24 dairies participated in 
that program and these initial BMP's 
were put in place at a cost of $1.6 million. 

Following installation of these BMPs, 
none of the state or federal agencies fol- 
lowed up with measurements of nutrient 
runoff, so their effectiveness was never 
measured 


- |n early 1987, the Florida Department 
of Environmental Regulation. (DER) 
adopted the Dairy Rule. In the simplest 
terms, the Rule required dairies to fence 
cows away from streams, to build holding 
ponds or lagoons to caich bam washings 
and wastewater had to бе treated or 
used to irrigate pastures rather than be 
released into waterways that lead into 
Lake Okeechobee. 

The rule established an April, 1991 
deadline for the installation of these 
BMPs. 

These ‘new mandatory BMPs are 


‘sophisticated and expensive. In practice, 
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most of the dairies have spent in excess 
of $1 million per bam to implement the 
BMPs. Many small dairies just did not 
have the acreage necessary for the 


Management Plan (SWIM) initiated a 
buyout program for those dairies who 
were unable to secure loans or who did 
not have enough land for the BMPs. 

Under this program, dairy farmers 
were offered a combined $602 per cow to 
sell or re-locate their herds. 

To date, 19 of the area's 49 dairies 
have opted for the buyout program.’ Of 
these, several have moved cows, equip- 
ment and employees to the state of 


Several moved their operation to oth- 
er counties away from the the Lake 
Okeechobee and Kissimmee River 


The economic loss to Okeechobee 

County has been estimated at $54.3 mil- ` 
lion according to a 1992 study from the 
University of Florida by William б. 
Boggess, John Holt, and Robert P. 
Smithwick. 
. Prior to the buyout program, gross 
revenues from milk sales were in excess 
of $100 million annually in Okeechobee 
County. The buyout reduced those rev- . 
enues by $34 million or one-third of the 
total milk production. 

The report claims that the buyout pro- 
gram has resulted in a loss of 531 full» 
time jobs in the area and eamings losses _ 
in excess of $10.2 million. The eamings 
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prior to the buyout were $29.8 million. 

Prior to the buyout in 1989, the diary 
industry provided 1,549 full-time jobs in 
the Okeechobee County area. 

Dr. Holt's report states that of the 
dairies remaining in business, the loss 
of revenues through reduction іп 
‘wholesale ' milk prices, decrease іп 

milk production as a result of imple- 
menting the BMPs, and loans to 
* accomplish the construction, will leave 
about one in five dairy farmers going 
out of business within the next five 
years for strictly financial reasons. 
Those who chose to remain in busi- 
ness within the basin, had to have their 
plans for the implementation of the 
BMPs filed with the federal and state 


i agencies by June 3, 1989. 


All the dairies met that deadline, but 
there are still.a few dairies under con- 
struction who failed to meet the April 
1991 deadline required by the law, but 
have received extensions of time for 
construction and implementation. 

Dr. Holts report, released in 
December 1991, claims that the net 
effect of the revenue losses per cow 
during the construction of the BMPs 
averaged about $352 per cow, or 
$369,000 per dairy. Dr. Holt said that 
rule compliance will cost the diaries an 
average of $1,179 per cow,.or $1.2 
million per dairy. 

He said this is an increase in cost of 


$1.10 per hundredweight of milk pro- 


This photo reveals more of the 
devastation that occurred іп 
Belle Glade during the 1928 hur- 


ricane. > 


Work on the levee around Lake Okeechobee began soón after the beginning of the Great Depression, so work 


IK 


was available during the worst of the depression years. Work on the levee was no easy task asman, mule and 
"low were. used on a job where the hours were long and the work was hard. 
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A massive algae bloom on Lake Okee- 
chobee in August, 1986 focused nation- 
wide attention on the lake, and claims were 
made and argued by the scientific commu- 
thing was seriously amiss in the 

lake. 

More than 120 square miles of the shim- 
mering waters were covered with algae. Of 
the more than 25,000 kinds of algae, this 


life, since it robs the water's oxygen during 


its decorr 
This caused an outpouring by 


action be taken to save what they consid- 
ered to be a “dying” lake. 
Members of groups. like the Audubon 


In 1994, the South Florida Water Man- ` 


“the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
constructed an 1000-foot “test plug" 


just upstream from the flood control . 
structure 5-65-В on the C-38 Canal. · 


The plug was a test to see if the waters 
flowing down the Kissimmee could be 
forced back into the now-stagnant 
oxbows. (Photo courtesy о! South 
Florida Water Management District) 
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Society, the Sierra Clubs and the Florida 
quoted regularly on the nightly news. 

Scientists flocked to the lake's shores to 
begin a myriad of studies on the lake and 


ed that immediate action be taken to start 
` dear-up efforts. 


But some lake area residents main- 
the media circus. 

Algae blooms have been common on 
Lake Okeechobee for more than 20 years 
mately 200 different varieties have been 


\ 
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recorded within the 730 square miles of the 
lake. 

Some cite the algae blooms as a sort of 
fever signal waming there is something sig- 

Algae are not all "bad." They basically 
support aquatic life by providing a food 
source for the Zooplankton at the bottom of 
the food chain. 


· There are a few types of algae which 
can give off toxins that kill fish, snails and 
other water creatures. 

But, the most common danger from ari 
algae bloom is its ability to rob the water of 
life-giving oxygen. 


These limpkins take a stroll along ho shoreline of Lake Okeechobee, 
obviously seeking their favorite food, a freshwater ‘snail. (Photo courtesy 
of South Florida Water Management District) 
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Scientists claim that increases in the 
number of algae blooms each year sig- 
nifies that more pollutants are entering 
the waters of the lake than the lake is 
able to handle ín a natural manner 
through absorption. 

While.gome members of the scientific 
community- pointed their finger toward 
the natural causes of Several centuries of 
vegetation settling at the bottom of the 
lake, other scientists were quick to place 
the blame on the human element. 

It became apparent that the dairy 
industry at the riorthem end of the lake 
would have the finger of blame pointed in 
its direction as the source of phosphorus 
overloading to the lake. — 

The Everglades Agricultural Area, 
with its more than 700,000 acres of veg- 
etables and sugar cane became a sec- 
ondary target for contributing. excessive 
amounts of nitrogen from the watershed 
from these areas. 

Those who are advocating the lake is 
dying claim these nutrients act as fertiliz- 
ers to encourage the algae blooms. 

Scientists concluded that the 
increased algae blooms on Lake Okee- 
chobee were a result of the increases of 
phosphorus and nitrogen. 

The increase in those nutrients, they 
claim, came from the dairy farms at the 
north end of the lake and from the-agri- 
cultural farms which rimmed the south- 
em end. 

The environmentalists were quick to 


support the scientific community, and ” 


they began lobbying at all levels of gov- 
erriment for action to be taken. 

The battle lines were drawn! 

The Lake Okeechobee Technical 
Advisory Committee (LOTAC) formed a 
year earlier at the direction of Graham, 
had been charged with the task of 

“...conducting a.study of the various con- 
ditions that may affect the water conser- 
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vation and quality, and biological charac- 
teristics of Lake Okeechobee and make 
recommendations to . protect and 
improve the. lake.” 

The govemor made the Department 
of. Environmental Regulation the lead 
govemmental agency-for the cornmittee 
along with the South Florida Water Man- 
agement District, and the.governor said 
the committee should include *...consid- 


eration of the interests of federal, state 
and appropriate local govemment, agri- 


cultural and other users, environmental- 
ists and sportsmen and other interests 
as may be appropriate." 

The final committee represented a 
cross section from private citizen, to col- 
lege professor, to environmentalist, to 
dairyman, to govemmental agency rep- 
resentatives, to federal agency repre- 
sentatives. Along with four sub-commit- 
tees, the group labored intensively for a 
year to issue a final report of recommen- 
dations. 


In this historic photograph, former president Herbert Hoover and the great Semi- 
nole Indian Chief Billy Bowlegs ІІ, exchanged greetings at the dedication of the 
completely 


Herbert Hoover Dike which 


encircied Lake Okeechobee by January 


1961, more than 30 years after the first parts of the dike were constructed on the 
southem and southeastem shores of Lake Okeechobee. 


? 
Hunting 
& 


Fishing 


Efficiency Units Available 


The west side of. Lake Okeechobee has been known for its HOBBY bass and duck hunting. - 
Established Approx. 45 Years * (941) 946-1900 • * Hv 


LODGE 


port at Jct..721 


—— Vai icici п лай T 


Еа - 


The Florida Department of Environ- 
mental Regulation (DER) was charged 
by the доуетог in the mid-1980s to 
form the LOTAC committee. The 
charge given to this committee was to 


examine all available evidence relating . 


to the problems of Lake Okeechobee 
and to make recommendations for 
solving those problems. Their recom- 
mendations were contained in a three- 
way approach: research, demonstra- 
tion projects and data collection. 
Based on that report, the district was 


charged by the Florida Legislature in 
- 1987 with designing and implementing 


{һе Surface Water Improvement and 
Management (SWIM) Plan. The Legis- 
lature further directed "such program 
shall be based on the recommenda- 


* tions of the Lake Okeechobee Techni- 


cal Advisory report entitled:. "Final 
Report: Lake Okeechobee Technical 


. Committee." 


The final product was the 1989 
SWIM Plan for Lake Okeechobee. 

The goal of the SWIM Plan for Lake 
Okeechobee is to "manage the water 
and related resources of the lake for 
the purpose of providing water quality 
and environmental resource protection 
and enhancement, water supply, flood 
protection, navigational and récreation- 
al benefits for the public i in keeping with 
the needs of the region." 

The Plan has three main practical 
objectives. To: develop methods to 
reduce the flow of nutrients to Lake 
Okeechobee is the first of these objec- 
tives. This includes the development of 
BMPs for on-farm nutrient manage- 
ment and examination of some region- 
al nutrient management alternatives 


such as diversion and Aquifer Storage 
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and Recovery (ASR). 

The second objective was to gain a 
better understanding of the distribution, 
role and dynamics of nutrients іп {ће 
soil and the water column. This would 
allow the district to make adjustments 
to the implemented strategies or devel- 
op new strategies if the original ones 
proved inadequate. These studies are 
more of a long-term nature and most 
are still ongoing. 

The third objective was to further 
refine the information on the impacts of 
nutrients and other constituents on the 
environment. 

This purpose was to ensure that the 
current status. of biological communi- 


ties is adequately defined, to under-. 


stand and verify what constituents and 
other factors are critical to these com- 
munities, and to track the responses of 
the communities to changes brought 
about by management strategies and 
other factors. These studies are also of 
a long-term nature. ` 

Thé plan calls for dramatic reduc- 
tions in the amount of nutrients going 
into Lake Okeechobee. Phosphorus 
must be reduced from 600 to 397 tons 
annually. 

Other. recommendations made: by 
the LOTAC committee included: 

*Diversion of the waters from Taylor 
Creek-Nubbin Slough. 

*Implementation of Best Manage- 
ment Practices (BMP's) on dairies in 
Taylor Creek-Nubbin Slough and in the 
Kissimmee River Basin. ` 

*Restoration of the Kissimmee River 
and pool stage manipulation to recre- 
ate wetlands. 

*Improvement of the canal system in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area. 


*Use of the Holey Land reservoir as 
flow-through for EAA runoff. 

‘Implementation of a Conserva- 
tion/Drought Management Plan. 

*Implementation of an aquifer stor- 
age and recovery system. 

Not everyone agreed with the find- 
ings of the original LOTAC Committee.. 

One group, in particular, the Florida 
Sugar Cane League, has consistently 
questioned the data used as the basis 
for the findings of this committee and 
the subsequent decisions made by the 
Water Management District. 
. "There's a misconception that data 
gathering when it goes on for a certain 
number of years is research. The infor- 
mation (gathered by SFWMD) was just 
for the purpose of having information 
and not for the purpose of answering 
certain questions. That went on in Lake 
Okeechobee for many years since the 
early 60s," said Ed Barber, an environ- 
mentalist with the Florida Sugar Cane 
League during a 1989 interview. 

"Then, all of a sudden, this agency 
who was charged with keeping our feet 
dry and a water supply, and not much 


else, came into the arena of environ- . 
` mental protection. So, that data base ` 


became the basis for regulations. All of 
a sudden, data intended for one pur- 
pose was going to be used for another 
purpose. And that.purpose was to 
decide if a farmer Gould farm, ог a 
dairyman could operate his dairy, or a 
city sewage treatment plant could be 


allowed to work. So, we changed what . 
this information was used for to regula- 


tory," he said. 
Agricultural . interests seemingly 
stood alone against government agen- 


cies, environmental groups, and urban 
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areas dependent oh Lake Okeechdbee 
as a backup water supply source for 
the lower east coast. 

Under the SWIM Rules, agricultural 
interests to the north of the lake must 
reduce the runoff from their individual 


Jand holdings to 1.2 ppm. (parts per 


million), so.that what enters the lake will 
be .18 ppm ‘or less. These rules will 
also apply to residential: incorporated 
and unincorporated communities which 
now ring the shoreline of the lake. | 
Again, millions of dollars have been 
spent in the past few years by state and 
local governments and private enter- 


- prise and the jury is still out on how well 


they will work. Estimates ran as high as 
$100 million to implement the initial 


While the various state agencies 
and environmental groups were lobby- 
ing for more stringent requirements on 
dairy farmers at the north end of the 
lake in the late 1980s, they were also 
making a case against the large area 
south of the lake which is known as the 
Everglades Agricultural Area. 

This large area of winter vegetables 
and sugar cane ringing the southwest- 


em, southern and southeastern shores” 


of our lady is one of the richest agricul- 
tural areas in the nation. 
In sugar cane alone, 417,000 acres 


- of cane were harvested in the 1995 


growing season. This sugar cane was 
grown in Glades, Hendry, Martin and 
Palm Beach counties. This was down 
from the 443,000 acres hárvested just 
five years earlier. ` 

‘Seven mills located іп Hendry and 
Palm Beach counties processed the 
14.45 million tons of cane. This repre- 
sents approximately 47 percent of the 
sugar produced in the United States. 


The sugar industry provides employ- ` 


ment for 3,600 full-time. workers, 2,900 


“ 
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«2и!!! by a young United States Sug 
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known or not 
hotel. 


- part-time workers, and 9,100 seasonal 


workers. According to studies from the 
University of Fiorida, the sugar industry 
alone generates over $1.5 billion dol- 
lars of economic activity and оуег 
18,000 full-time equivalent jobs, not 
including 9,100 offshore cane cutters. 

At the-beginning of 1992, the district 
had some 22 research programs and 
10 demonstration projects іп process 
as part of the SWIM Plan. Some of the 
research programs and .studies- that 
have been and are currently being 
done include: 

* Kissimmee River Tributary Man- 
agement 

This study was to study and devel- 
ope management systems for Chan- 
dler Slough, Yates Marsh and the 
Maple River tributary systems and 
floodplain: ` 

The Yates Marsh plan recommerid- 
ed installation of BMPs оп three 
dairies, reestablishment of 1,500 acres 
of floodplain wetlands through con- 
struction of a flow-through marsh, pro- 
tection of 1,450 acres of existing tribu- 
tary wetlands through the regulatory 
process, and the re-routing of runoff 
through existing and reestablished wet- 


. lands for secondary treatment. 


The Chandler Slough plan recom- 
mended installation of BMPs on four 
dairies, enhancement of 2,700 acres of 
floodplain wetlands through pool stage 
fluctuation and degradation of levees, 
and protection of 735 acres of existing 
tributary wetlands through the regulato- 
ry process. 5 

Тһе BMPs were implemented 
through the DER Dairy Rule. 

* Assessment of Septic Tank Nutri- 
ent Contributions 

Planning for this study began in Jate 
1989. A septic tank advisory committee 
was established consisting of person- 
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nel from the Florida Department of 
Health and Rehabilitative Services 
(HRS), the Florida Department of Envi- 
ronmental Regulation (DER) and dis- 
trict staff members. A contract was 
entered into by the district with HRS for 
the district's portion of the cost of the 
study. 

The data collection has been ongo- 
ing since 1990. The first phase of the 
study was to identify potential areas of 
impact, identify sample locations, 
install monitoring equipment and com- 
mence sampling. 

The first phase was data collection, 
analysis, report and recommendations. 
The study was completed during 1992. 

The results of this study revealed 
there were no significant impacts along > 
the Northeastern and Northern shore- 
line of the lake of nutrients entering the 
lake from the use of septic tanks. 

* S-4 Diversion 

This is a nutrient reduction plan for 
the reduction of phosphorus in the S-4 
basin. The study recommended four 


.alternatives which . included BMPs, 


chemical treatment, detention and 
diversion. 

The cost of the project included the 
construction of a levee around a portion 
of Lake Hicpochee. 

Intensive work is continuing in the 
Caloosahatchee estuary’ to assess 
possible impacts of any diversions and 
to.develop nutrient criteria for the estu- 
ary. 

* Biogeochemical Behavior of Phos- 
phorus in Soils 

"This research is being conducted by 
the University of Florida (IFAS) to study 
the biogeochemical behavior and 
transport of phosphorus іп the Lake 
Okeechobee basin. The project is pro- 
ducing much information about phos- 
phorus content in soils and wetlands 


Since 1938, the Clewiston Inn has been the center of all social activity ` 
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sediments. 
* Rainfall-Runoff Model Develop- 
ment А 
Rainfall-runoff. models were devel- 
oped to predict monthly runoff volumes 
that would enter Lake Okeechobee for 


¿various rainfall conditions that may 


occur. The models will allow prediction 
of runoff for several: basins including; 
the lower Kissimmee River Basin, 
Fisheating Creek, St. Lucie Canal, Tay- 
lor Creek, Indian Prairie and the 
Caloosahatchee River basins. Future 
efforts include-developing more physi- 
cally based models. 

* Effectiveness of Lower Kissimmee 


determine the effects of phosphorus 
fertilization on surface and ground 
water quality; to establish demonstra- 
tion plots; evaluate effects of phospho- 
rus application rates on forage yield and 
quality; and develop a fact sheet for 
farmer use. , 

* The Relation of Variable Levels of 
Phosphorus Intake to Livestock Needs 
and Nutrition ы 

In yet another contract with IFAS, 
they conducted a field scale and metab- 
olism study to evaluate reducing phos- 
phorus in dairy runoff by decreasing the 
phosphorus content of dairy feed 
rations. 


Valley and Taylor Creek-Nubbin Slough, ^ This study is complete and ‘the 


Nutrient Load Reduction Measures 
This study is designed to include 
examination of phosphorus leaving the 
farms, phosphorus levels in tributaries, 
and phosphorus levels in major inputs 
to Lake Okeechobee. There is mount- 
ing evidence that the majority of BMPs 
have reduced phosphorus concentra- 
tions in dairy runoff. The district expects 
to see further evidence of decreased 
phosphorus. concentrations in dairy 


-runoff as the BMPs are completed. ` 


There тау be a 3-4 year lag in 
reaching the lowered phosphorus con- 
centrations. 

* Evaluation of Management Tech- 
niques: for Maintaining Marsh Nutrient 
Uptake Capability 

The Boney Marsh was a diked 
experimental marsh area on the Kissim- 
mee River Pool B floodplain, in which 
water inflows and stages were con- 
trolled and monitored: 


* Development of Fertilization Prac- 


tices tor Beef Cattle Pastures to Mini- 
mize Nutrient Loss in Runoff 

The district funded an IFAS (Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences) con- 
tract to prepare a report on reseafch to 
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results disseminated to the dairy indus- 


try. 
* Regulation Schedule Analysis 
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This study was undertaken in 1988 
to determine which schedule would 
best meet the competing objectives of 
flood protection, protection апа 
enhancement of the lake littoral zone, ' 
estuarine protection and water supply. 

* Lake Okeechobee Phosphorus 
Dynamics and Circulation Study 

This work was contracted with the 
University of Florida and its goals are to 
predict. changes in lake phosphorus 
concentrations as affected by basin 
management actions and natural vari- 
ability, and to understand key process- 
es that affect phosphorus dynamics. 

* Lake Okeechobee Ecosystem 
Research ) 

This is a five-year contract with IFAS 
of the University of Florida to provide 
the district with-sound scientific' basis 


The construction of the Herbert Hoover dike around the southern rim of 
the lake took many years. The scaffolding for one of the huge hurricane 
storm gates is put into place. Because of the construction during the 
worst years of the depression, the area around the lake was not hit as 


hard as was the rest of the nation. 
" ? 3 


ILLSON & ASSOCIATES, ÍNC. 
APPRAISAL & CONSULTING 


D. ROBERT WILLSON, MAI, IFAS 
St. Cert. Gen. Real Estate Appraiser 0001521 


Appraisal Of All Prope es 
Specializing in Litigation an SA Domain 


OKEECHOBEE, FL 34973 % (941) 763-3566 rec onat 


COLDUGLL E 
BANKCR (3 
MAKING REAL ESTATE 
REAL EASY." 
Berger Real Estate 
Philip Y. Berger, Broker ` 
941-763-5335. 


Member 


Page 30 - Lady of Mystery 

from which to make management deci- 
Sions. The study focuses on patterns of 
vegetation in the littoral zone and their 
controlling factors, water chemistry, 
plankton. community dynamics, larval 


and juvenile fish ecology and the distri- 


bution and ecology of wading birds. 
- All components of the research are 
designed to give the district а more, 
complete understanding of the lake's 
ecology, and to examine the effects of 
nutrients and lake stage on the lake's 
biological community. The study is slat- 
ed for completion in September 1993. 

* Wading Bird Surveys - Lake Okee- 
chobee 

А major component of the lake 
ecosystem effect is the study of nesting 
and foraging ecology of wading birds in 


oie --- ” 
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Locks such as these are а common site-around the lake, 


relation to Lake Okeechobee environ- 
mental variables. Data analysis and a 
preparation of the draft report will be 
completed by district staff members 
during fiscal year 1992. 

* Estuarine Studies - Caloosahatch- 
ee River 

The primary objective of this project 
is to develop an environmentally sensi- 
tive estuarine management plan that 
defines a discharge strategy for S-79 
and Lake Okeechobee while preserv- 
ing and enhancing the environmental 
integrity of the Caloosahatchee estuary 
and to provide information for predict- 
ing estuarine health when considering 
a change in water management. 

* St. Lucie Estuary - Environmental 
Studies 


'into the main body of Lake OKeeghobee. 
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and in most cases, the only way реоріе have access 


A contract is currently being devel- 
oped to implement in the St. Lucie 
Estuary the generic estuarine nutrient 
Study design model outlined in the 
Caloosahatchee Estuarine Nutrient 
Model description. y 

The contract will assess the current 
nutrient condition of the estuary and 


'provide nutrient loading limits as tar- 


gets for basin management. 

e Assessment of Class | and Ill 
Water Quality Standards 

The district is required to evaluate 
Class 111 standard violations and 
adverse impacts on environmental sys- 
tems in the tributaries draining to the 
lake. ; 

* Use of Biological Controls 


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 


í— наре 


. and the Florida Department of Natural 
Resources have funded the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) to investigate the possible use 
of the water lettuce beetle and the 
hydrilla fly to control nuis&nce aquatic 
weeds within the lake. This is.an on- 
going project in the lake with annual 
progress reports. 

The district is also funding to support 
USDA research in Australia to isolate 
and select a bio-control agent for con- 
trolling Melaleuca trees within its native 
range. 

* Model Development and Applica- 
tions 

This model is the principal tool used 
in hydrologic evaluations by the district. 
И will be used to evaluate regional 
water supply alternatives, including 
regulation schedule alternatives for 
Lake Okeechobee, as part of the Low- 
er East Coast Regional water Supply 
Plan. 


One of the most common sites found 

on Lake Okeechobee on any clear 

day is this one where. familles and 

friends are weiting а line in the littoral 

zone along the northwest shoreline of 
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The height. of the construction on the levee was reached during 1934-35. 
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the huge hurricane gates. - 


Although the Limpkin is known as the: “shy one” this seldom sea: bird 
came strolling along in May at кертә at a site on the Rim Canal near 


Belle Glade. (Photo by Twila Valentine) 
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Now, we look at a scientist who is in 
direct opposition to most of the scientific 
data that is being used as the basis for the 
. DER Dairy Rule, the Lake Okeechobee 
SWIM Plan, and the Everglades Agricul- 
tural Area SWIM Plan. 

"The cause of nutrient overloading in 
Lake Okeechobee is the waters coming 


from the dairies to the north of the lake and. 


from the Everglades Agricultural Area to 
the south of the lake." 

This statement has. been generally 
, accepted by-scientists, governmental 
agencies, and the public and has bécome 
the basis for most of the regulatory efforts 
now being implemented in the name of 
"cleaning up Lake Okeechobee.” ` 

. But, there has been one voice of dis- 
'sension crying out in opposition to all the 
generally accepted evidence that was 
being used in 1992 as the basis for future 
actions on the lake. ` 

Dr. Daniel E. Canfield, Jr, a scientist at 
' the University of Florida's Department of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture has insisted for 
more than eight years that nutrient over- 
loads of phosphorus and nitrogen are.not 
the cause of problems in the lake and that 
. the lake is in no immediate danger. 

Dr. Canfield and a university team con- 
‘ducted a five-year study of the lake. They 
sample water from imore than 100 loca- 
tions on the lake every two weeks. Back in 
the Gainesville laboratories, those sarn- 
.ples are studied and analyzed for phos- 
phorus, nitrogen, algae, zooplankton, and 
just about anything else that can be ana- 
lyzed in the water samples. s 

In an abstract of a papèr issued by Dr. 
Canfield and Mark Hoyer in 1988, the two 
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tee (LOTAC) will not significantly improve 
water quality in Lake Okeechobee. Aver- 
age total phosphorus concentrations will 
not decline significantly. Massive-expendi- 
tures of. public funds to reduce nutrient 
inputs will not protect long-term water qual- 
ity at Lake Okeechobee.” 

Dr. Canfield, during a talk in Okee- 
chobee іп: September, 1988, explained 
that Lake Okeechobee, in his opinion, has 
been a eutrophic lake, that is, а naturally 
productive lake, for severa! thousand 
years. He claims that the phosphorus con- 
centrations in the lake at any given time 
are not related to what has соте into it 
from the various tributaries. "There is no 
correlation between loading and phospho- 
гиз,” he claimed: He cited as his most dra- 
matic example the infamous August, 1986 
algae bloom when, he claimed, thé phos- 
phorus levels in Lake Okeechobee were 
significantly lower than they had been for 
years.. 

Dr. Canfield said that-lakes worldwide 
fall into three categories—OLIGOTROPH- 
IC, MESOTROPHIC, and EUTROPHIC. 

The oligotrophic lake is the pristine 
Clear water lakes of the northem states 
with white sands. These are usually very 
deep lakes. Usually, the deeper the lake, 
the less the production. These are natural- 


‘ly unproductive systems. At the other end 


of the scale, a eutrophic lake is one that is 
naturally productive and the values they 
use to measure productivity are phospho- 
rus, nitrogen, chlorophyll and transparen- 
cy. Eutrophic lakes are usually very shal- 
low, such as Lake Okeechobee. A 
mesotrophic Jake is one that falls into the 


: middle range between the two extremes. 


Rather, Dr. Canfield claimed that the 
. phosphorus levels in-Lake Okeechobee 
afe directly related to the depth of the 


waters in the lake. 

"They say the phosphorus concentra- 
tions are correlated with the average 
depth. If the.lake goes deeper, phospho- 
rus levels should go down. Just the oppo- 
site happened. The reason it happened 
was the decision to raise the water level, 
and they changed the surface area of the 
lake. They flooded over 50 square miles of 
land. When you flood previously dry land, 
the phosphorus comes out ofthe soil,” Dr. 
Canfield said. 

He said that it was the feedback from 
the marshes and not extemal loadings that 
causes the increases in phosphorus lev- 
els. 

Dr. Canfield's paper claims that increas- 
es in phosphorus levels between 1973 
and 1984 can be related to decisions to 
raise and lower the lake's levels. He said 
the raising of the lake in 1978 and 1979 
which re-flooded 130 km of marshes and 
former croplands raised phosphorus. The . 
drought in 1981 reduced the lake's surface 
levels by 1385 km and phosphorus read- 
ings went down. In 1983, when over 420 
km were re-flooded, the feadings once 
again went up. 

“Total phosphorus concentrations 
increased after each major flooding event 
resulting in higher annual average total 
phosphorus concentrations than would be 
expected based on the annual phospho- 
rus loads,” Canfield's report states. · 

If Dr. Canfield's theory holds true, cur- 
rent phosphorus levels which are relative- 
ly low because of the drought, should soar 
to above average levels when the rains ' 
come and water levels in the lake re-flood 
areas which have now been dry for sever- 
al months. 

` “They want a 40 percent reduction in 
phosphorus loading. They are working on 
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a loading rate. They are working on the 
basis of a relationship between phospho- 
rus input and water input. The first time it 
rains, all the theories go out the door. It will 
come with the watersheds," he said. 

Dr. Canfield’ said that using a single 
water quality parameter to assess lake 
trophic state or changes in trophic state is 

. He cited the fact that nitrogen 
concentrations indicate that the lake is 
hypereutrophic but there is no indication of 
upward trends in nitrogen levels. In fact, 
they peaked in 1980 and have declined by 
40 percent since then. He said total phos- 


the lake is eutrophic. He said the upward 
trophic shift between 1973 and 1984 is 


phospho 

have declined by 38 percent since 1984. 
Dr. Canfield has claimed that the algae 
blooms are controlled by wind and not by 
rus. He said that wind velocities of 

over 9-10 miles per hour stirs up sedi- 
ments from the bottom of the lake and that 
is what encourages algae growth. In the 
past five years, the scientific community 
now concurs with Dr. Canfield's theories. 
4 Protection of the fishery resource in 
Lake Okeechobee is often cited as one of 


basis exists for stating that Lake Okee- 
chobee is in danger of imminent biological 


cial fishing has declined in quality, nor has 
there been a shift from sport fish to rough 
fish as would be expected if such a condi- 
tion existed. 
Don Fox, a fish biologist with the Flori- 

da Game and Freshwater Fish Commis- 
sion, said in July 1991 that the fisheries in 
н the lake аге іп very good condition. But, he 
wams that by the time a problem appears 
at this. level, there are serious problems. 
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` control programs are really needed in 


One of. the more 
In the summer of 1996, the one. endangered 
the northwest shoreline of the lake'in the littoral zone and in the Audubon 
sanctuary. (Photo courtesy of South Florida Water Management District) | 
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Lake Okeechobee. Д 
He stated іп the report that "...it is 
important to remember that most data 
sets have alternative interpretations 
and truly conclusive data-sets are the 
culmination of years of diligent scientif- 
ic effort. The interpretation of data is 
guided by the philosophy of the scien- 
tists and- management agencies 
charged with the resolution of a prob- 


He seid they need to Keep a watch on the 
lower ends of thé food chain, such as with 
the. zooplankton, for they will exhibit the 
first signs of stress. 

"The fisheries are in real good 
shape. We probably have the highest 
density of the crop we've ever had in 
the lake right now. Even to the point, 
the crappie are so thick, they are start- 
ing to stunt, Mr. Fox said. But, he 
added crappie are noted for stunting 
easily. 

Mr. Fox said that.they are not seeing 
a big explosion of shad (or rough fish) 
that hé would think there would be due 
to the nutrient overloading of the lake. 

Dr. Canfield's report claimed that 
time is available to determine if nutrient 


lem." 

Dr. Canfield's report issued one last 
warning: "Management decisions 
made in haste and based on weak sci- 
entific evidence can léad to the expen- 
diture of huge amounts of public funds 
in the name of 'pollution control' with lit- 
tle resulting improvement in water 
quality or overall lake quality." 
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prominent residents of Lake Okeechobee is the alligator. 
species had 167 nests along 
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million. The study was conducted by Dr. 

Frederick Bell а! Florida State University 

under a joint contract with the Florids 

Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 

(GFC) and the Florida 

Environmental Regulation (DER). 
Commercial fishermen harvested over 


an estimated 69.6 percent catfish, 18.1 

percent bream, 8.1 Percerit shad and gar, 

Striped mullet. Don Fox, a 
with the GFC і 
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fishing. 

Anglers travel from all 
Over the United States to 
fish for the ‘largemouth. 
bass, the black , 
bluegill and bream, Com- 
mercial fishermen harvest 
Several species of catfish, 
redear sunfish, bluegill, 
Striped mullet’ and rough 
fish such as shad and gar. 
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brought $6.3 milion into the economies of 
Glades, Hendry, Martin, Okeechobee and 


fishing is not harmed by the harvests by 
сі operations. Trotines account 


traps. 

Fox said during an August 1989 inter- 
view, and repeated in February, 1992, that 
thé fisheries in the lake, in spite of the 
drought, are in very good condition. 

"The impacts we are seeing at the low- 


shape: We probably 
density of the crop we've ever had in the 
lake right now,” he said. 
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system. Where there is organic material 
from the spraying for the hyacinths and it 
(the lower water levels) allows it to consol- 
idate, oxidize. New plants are growing on 
it. The drought has been a saving grace 
for the lake,” he said. “You know, on the 
other lakes, we pull those down ourselves 
to stimulate the marsh and to stimulate the 

. Here nature is doing it for us." 

- Mr. Fox said aside from the demands 
for water from the urban and agricultural 
areas in South Florida, the lake loses 60 
percent of its waters to evaporation and 
'evapotranspiration is from the use in piant 
respiration. 

He said Steps being taken through the 
many agencies to improve the lake is not 
an easy subj 

Мг. Fox said the problems with the lake 
are not all black and white. He said it's a 
very gray area, particularly with all the 
people who have moved in around the 
area in recent years. 


E DRY А>, 
: around Lake Okeechobee and while many 
use their crafts for recreation, they also work with groups and agencies 
fo provide rides for-schóol children and youngsters participating in sum- 
tner water camps. (Photo courtesy of Frank and Betty Williamson) S 
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Commercial fishing is the oldest ‹ 
nomic activity near Lake Okeechobee 
The first fish camps were established 
in the 18905 on and near the mouth of the 
Kissimmee River and at Buckhead Ridge 
The eattiest fishermen used trot lines 
but shortly after the tum of the century, 
haul seiners were brought in and proved 
SO effective that commercial fishing on a 
massive scale began beneath the Waters 
of our mystegous lady with the shim 
ing skirts. 
` The first catches were picked up | 
boats owned by Tom Bass and taken to 
Fort Lauderdale and Kissimmee for 
ment north. When the railroad amved à 
towns along the shores of Lake Oke« 
Chobee, fish houses appeared almost 
over-night and business was bo iria 
By 1913, it is estimated that thére | 
more than 50 camps located around the 
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Commercial fishing bocts on іске 


Okeechobee came іг i shapes 
and sizes. This is one of the boats 
that were used for comins ! 
fishing. Houseboats were aiso.the 
vessel of choice for many com- 
mercial fishermen who lived on 
thefh for weeks at a time. fishing 
“and collecting their catch with 

“run boats.” ” 
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Ké, the majority of them on the eastem 
nd northerm shorelines. In Lawrence E 
Will's book, “Okeechobee Catfishing,” he 


stated. “(ог eight or nine years, ship- 
ments from Okeechobee averaged five to 
ten railroad cars a week. A сапоаа might 
be fróm 75 to 120 barrels, each holding 
200 pounds of fish." м. 
` During the 19205, sports fishermnen 
discovered the lake, and they began to 
lobby fjr legislation to-halt the commercial 
fishing on the lake 

For years, even to this day, sports fish- 
ermen insist that commercial fishermen 
re detrimental to ‘the gamefish popula- 
tons. The contro 'ersy has raged for near- 
ly 90 years 

Our lady with the shimmering skirts, 

Ке Okeechobee, serves many func- 
"ral and South Florida. She's a 
water supply for both urban, rur- 
igricultural needs, and flood con- 
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million. The study was conducted by Dr. 
Frederick Bell at Florida State University 
under а joint contract with the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
(GFC) and the Florida Department of 
Environmental Regulation (DER). . 
Commercial fishermen harvested over 
4.9 million poünds of fish during the 1985- 
86 study period. That catch consisted of 
an estimated 69.6 percent catfish, 18.1 
percent bream, 8.1 percent shad and gar, 
and 4 2 percent striped mullet. Don Fox, a 
fishery biologist with the GFC regional 
office in Okeechobee, said the commer- 
cial and recreational harvest is an excel- 
lent way to remove several tons of excess: 
nutnents from the lake annually. In the 
1984-85 year, scientists estimate that 
between commercial and sports fishing, 
75 tons of nitrogen and 23 tons of phos- 
phorus were removed from the lake. 
Export sales, that is, sales of fish to 
other Florida counties, and-out of State, 


SS ate 
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father of 


retired Circuit Court Judge 


William. Hendry, shows a Miami Herald reporter ` 
the operation with dressed catfish at his Osceola 
Fisheries around 1950. 
on Taylor Creek. 


The operation was located 
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brought $6.3 million into the economies of 


Glades, Hendry, Martin, Okeechobee and ` 


Palm Beach counties. Mr. Bell's study also 
concluded commercial fishing in Lake 
Okeechobee provided about 481 jobs 
directly and indirectly to those counties. 
Recreational anglers continue to 
protest the harvest by the commercial fish- 
еппеп, but others say the recreational 


fishing is not harmed by the harvests by 


commeftial operations. Trotlines account 
for. 58.2 percent of the commercial har- 
vest, while haul seines account for 36.6 
percent and wire traps, 5.2 percent. Mr. 


` Fox said that for several years only 10 


, 


haul seine permits have been issued 
annually to commercial fishermen in the 
Clewiston area. There are approximately 
80 trotliners and those who use the wire 
traps. 

Fox said during an August 1989 inter- 
view, and repeated in February, 1992, that 


the fisheries in the lake, in spite of the . 


drought, are in very good condition. 

"The impacts we are seeing at the low- 
er levels is the water quality. The inverte- 
brate community is pretty good. General- 
ly, when you're looking for a problem in the 
system, you look at the water quality. 

"By the time it shows up in the fish, 
you've got a problem that you probably 
сап! deal with," Mr. Fox said. "People said 
the fishery is fine, so what's the problem? 


You can't wait until it does impact the fish _ 


because it has reached the point of no 
retum by the time it gets to that point. 

"But, the fisheries are іп real good 
shape. We probably have the highest 
density of the crop we've ever had in the 
lake right now," he said. 

The effect of the recreational fishing 
industry economically is even more dra- 
matic for the. economic health of the five 
lake counties. Considering both the direct 
and. indirect. spending that results from 
tourist anglers; Mr. Bell's report estimates 
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that $22.1 million annually flows into those 
five counties. Exciuding beats and motors, , 
Bell estimates that the tourist angler 
spends an average of $65.51 per fishing 
day. 

Tourist expenditures for boats: and 
motors is estimated at nearly a quarter of 
a million dollars annually. Mr. Bell's report 
estimates the combined revenue derived 
from both comméteial and sports fishing 
on Lake Okeechobee is about $28.4 mil- 
lion» annually. His survey also estimates 
that with both types of activity, directly and 
indirectly, nearly 1,000 jobs are provided in 
the five-county area. 

Mr. Fox said the drought of the past 
three years and lower water levels have 
been good for the lake. ^When that vege- 
tation re-floods, it's almost like a new 
impoundment center. The system and the 
fish respond to it. It's good for the system. 
It's not for the lawns. To be honest, these 
droughts have been the salvation of the 
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Airboat associations abound around Lake Okeechobee and while mony 
use their crafts for recreation, they also work with groups and agencies 
to provide rides for school children and youngsters participating in sum- 
mer water camps. (Photo courtesy. of Frahk and Betty Williamson) 


71 YEARS OF SERVICE 


WELL DRILLING ` 
STATE LICENSED - 

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL | 

2 INCH TO 12 INCH WELLS 6 


Lady of Mystery - Page 35; 
system. Where there is organic material 
from the spraying for the hyacinths and it 
(the lower water levels) allows it to consol- 
idate, oxidize. New plants are growing on 
it. The drought has been a saving «arc 
for the lake," he said. “You know, on the 
other lakes, we pull those down ourselves 


to stimulate the marsh and to stimulate th 
system. Here nature is doing it for us 

Mr. Fox said aside from the demands 
for water from the urban and адісі: 
areas in South Florida, the lake loser 6i 
percent of its waters to evaporation and 
evapotranspiration is from the use in p.ant 
respiration. 


He said steps being taken through the 
many agencies to improve the lake is no! 
an easy subject. 

Mr. Fox said the problems with the lake 
аге not all black and white. He said its a 
very gray area, particularly with all th 
people who have moved in around thi 
area in recent years. 
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Since Lake Okeechobee "Lady ‘of 
Mystery" was: first published in March 
1992, mariy changes have occurred in 
respect to the' lake. The Lake Okee- 
chobee SWIM "Plan, implemented in 
1992, is currently undergoing is final draft 
of the 1997 update and will.be published 
in August 1997. 

The lawsuit filed by former U.S. Attor- 
ney Dexter Lehtinen was settled and ulti- 
mately resulted in the adoption in 1994 of 
the Everglades Forever Act.’ 

The long-awaited five-year .study of 
our Lady of Mystery was completed and 
published in 1995, with some interesting 
new facts about our lady. 

. The monitoring of the Best Mana 
ment Practices reveal they are iria 
but the lake is still receiving about 100 


phosphorus per year over the tar- 


- Work on the restoration of the Kissim- 
mee River is slated to begin in 1999. 

The next few chapters will be devoted 
to bringing the story of our lady with the 
Shimmering skirts, Lake Okeechobee, 
and her watery connections up to date 
through July 1997. 

While many significant occurrences 
have been recorded in the past five 
years, probably the completion and pub- 

. lication of "Advances in Limnology,” the 
Ecological studies on the littoral and 
Pelagic systems of Lake Okeechobee in 
late 1995 were among the most signifi- 
cant. 
A seminar, in April 1996, led by Dr. 
Nick Aumen, then the head of the Okee- 
.Chobee Systems Research for the 

Kissimmee River and Lake Okeechobee 
` ` for the South Florida Water Management 
. District, and co-author of the book, mon: 
itored a: discussion of the study and 
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Chapter 13 


looked at the results from the natural his- 
tory standpoint. 

The members of the panel who par- 
ticipated in the seminar were: Dr. Aumen; 
Doug Rosen, Lake Okeechobee SWIM 
Plan coordinator for SFWMD; Ron 
Miedema, biologist in charge of plant 
control оп Lake Okeechobee with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Gary 
Warren, Florida Game and Fresh Water 


Fish Commission; Abdullah Arrami, Flori- 


da Department of Environmental Protec- 
tion; Mark Baker, SFWMD; and, А! Gold- 
Stein, SFWMD. 
Dr. Aumen described the 730-square- 
mile lake as the "liquid heart of South 
Florida," and noted there were some sci- 
entists and staff members from state and 
federal agencies who argued whether 
the lake is a natural lake in the 1990s or 
а managed reservoir. How to manage it 
remains an ongoing dilemma since the 
heavily-populated southeast coast relies 
on the lake as its backup water supply. 
Agricultural interests around the lake and 
south of the lake rely on the lake for their 
water needs, and are concemed that low 
levels could jeopardize vegetables, sug: 
ar cane, citrus, beef production and dairy 
operations. 4 
Environmentalists would like to see 
the water quality and quantity returned to 
historic levels when it flowed primarily 
into. the Everglades, and not through 
canal systems into the Atlantic Ocean. 
For the past 15 years, emphasis has 
been placed on the reduction of nutrients 
flowing into the lake, primarily attributed 


to agricultural operations north of the . 


lake. While some efforts by agribusi- 
nessmen, called Best Management 
Practices “(ВМР5) have somewhat 
reduced the amounts of nutrients, phos- 
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phorus and nitrogen are the leading 
offenders, the past 10 years have been 
spent in enacting legislation and imple- 
menting programs to reduce the amount 
of phosphorus entering Lake Okee- 
chobee to 397 tons per year. 

Several civilian and scientific commit- 

Чвез have been formed through the 
years to study the problem and arrive at 
suggestions for solutions. 

Since 1989, the Surface Water 
Improvement and Management (SWIM) 
Plan has served as the road map for all 
aspects of the lake and what needs to be 
implemented to preserve its environ- 
mental values. 

With the remaining-30 dairies in the 
watershed, 19 have gone out of busi- 
ness, some of the practices which have 
been. installed: to reduce phosphorus 
include lagoons and settling ponds to 
take up the phosphorus in the water from 
bam runoffs. Some of these ponds then 
utilize the water for Spray irrigation in 
fields of forage crops that are then fed 
back to the cattle. 

Dairy livestock have been confined in 
specially .built bams where.the waste 
materials have been held and directed to 
specific ponds and lagoons for cleaning. 
Other livestock have been moved away 
from canals, streams and lakes to keep 
the waste from entering the waterways. 

There has been a reduction of phos- 
phorus in fertilizer on improved pasture 
areas and also in the.feed given to the 
cattle. Research continues in the reduc- 
tion of phosphorus in these areas. 

.. Some five years ago, the water man- 
agement district entered into a contract 
with the University of Florida's Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences todo a 
five year study of the second largest 
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freshwater lake in the United States with 
the ultimate goal of seeing how the lake 
responds to phosphorus апаға reduction 
in their flows and how this nutrient is 
cycled through the lake system. 

The results of the five-year intensive 
study have given scientists new knowl- 
edge of how lake levels affect the health 
of the lake; the -effect of nutrient loads 
such as phosphorus and nitrogen on 
water quality, and what role aquatic veg- 
etation plays in the lake's ecosystem and 


the changes and habits of the habitat for’ 


the lake's wading bird populations. 

One of the most important discoveries 
is that changes in the lake levels seri: 
ously affect much of the lake's life. High- 
er lake levels cause declines in wading 
bird populations, declines in submerged 
aquatic vegetation, a decrease in the 
diversity of small animals and decreased 
numbers of game fish in | native vegeta- 
tion. 

Another surprise for the scientific 
community was the discovery the lake's 
waters contain five separate, distinct 
ecological. zones, and. each one evi- 
dences a different response to nutrients, 
light and other factors. 

Dr. Aumen said the study confirmed 
that each of the five zories responds in a 
different manner to changes in mahage- 
ment activities by man. For example, a 
management tool implemented to help in 
the north zone of the lake near Okee- 
chobee might not be the proper tool to 
benefit the edge zone of the lake near 
Belle Glade and South Bay in the South- 


em portion of the lake. The center zone : 


and the transition zone of the lake. all 
respond in à different manner from 'the 
north zone and.edge zone when it 
comes to changes in nutrient levels, light 
and other factors, including winds and 
wave action. 

The littoral, or marsh, zone of the lake 


Quality - Com 


is large, but less than half the size itonce 
was before the Herbert Hoover Dike was 
constructed around the lake. It is in this 
zone that the largest percentage of all 
plants in the lake are located. 

However, many of the plants which 
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inhabited the littoral zone have been 
crowded out by exotic plants such as the 
cattails, some as high was 15 feet tall, 
Brazilian pepper (also called Florida hol- 
ly) and the- Melaleuca trees. Most of 
these exotic plants that chase out the 


By the 1990s, imported cane cutters were little more than a memory "od 
mechanical harvesting of sugar cane became the normal method south 
of Lake Okeechobee. (Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun.) 
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native plants are. not very good habitat for the animals, Dr. ` 


Aumen said and this is certainly the case with the cattails. 

He told of how the Melaleuca was imported from Australia in 
the early part of the century, because it was good to-take up 
water and it would dry a place out. What they didn't know at the 
time, Dr. Aumen said, was the Melaleuca crowds out and out- 
competes just about every thing else. He noted that some 
stands of the Melaleuca around Moore Haven in Glades Coun- 
ty and along the levee between Lakeport and:Moore Haven, 
the stands of Melaleuca are so thick, à person cannot walk 
between S. , 

In discussing the problem that the scientists face with the 
fact that implementing one project may have an adverse envi- 
ronmental reaction on another involves the Melaleuca, Dr. 
Aumen said. 

The district and other agencies have a problem on how.to 
manage the precious resource that is Lake Okeechobee in 
view of competing objectives, Dr. Aumen stated. He said the 
lake levels are just one area where this occurs. A lower lake 
level might be of benefit to the marsh area and help produce а 
healthier and more diverse population of plants and animals. 
That might be very good. 

At the same time, he said the district must keep in mind that 
a lower lake level means less water in storage and less water 


The Cléwiston water tower was under con- 


The tower sits in Lake Okeechobee close to 
the shipping channel. CEA 
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This is a recent photograph 
ration processing plant located near Clewiston, known as the 
"sweetest town in America." 
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available lor the 5,000 new residents moving into Florida every 
week. Florida's growth rate is one of the highest in the world 
right now, he said. 

There are often even competing environmental objec- 
tives and he used the example of the Melaleuca. When the 
statė had the drought in the 1980s and the lake level 
dropped to about 10 feet, it dried out large areas of the 
marsh zone. During that time a lot of Melaleuca seeds ger- 
minated and.became established in the marsh. He stated 
that one of the things the scientists are worried about is that 
if they lower the lake levels, which may be of great benefit 
to wading birds.and other plants, it may favor the expansion 
of the Melaleuca plants. 

The study also revealed to the scientific community that the 


lake has her share of troubles, most of which are readily ` 


reversible, but the lake is no where near the ecological collapse 
that has been predicted by many in the environmental com- 
munity. 

Since that report was released, other studies on the lake are 
continuing. Water monitoring stations are dotted about the lake 
and in December 1996 a committee made up of scientists from 
all over the United States, after months of study presented their 
findings on how the best management practices are affecting 
the phosphorus loadings to Lake Okeechobee. 
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The review panel on phosphorus 
control in the Lake Okeechobee basin 
was constituted during the summer of 
1995 by the South Florida Water Man- 
agement District and they were given 
the general charge of considering cur- 
rent and planned phosphorus manage- 
ment in the basin and to make recom- 
mendations on future management 
strategies. 

Specifically, the panel was to 
address four questions: 

1) Are ongoing strategies in the 
watershed sufficient to reduce phos- 
phorus loading to the SWIM Act target, 
and , if so, in what time frame? 4 

2) Would better compliance with 
existing rules be sufficient to meet the 
target? 

3) What additional proposed strate- 
gies are likely to be most effective for 
further reducing phosphorus. loads? 
and 

4) What other strategies would the 
panel recommend for consideration? 

While addressing the latter ques- 


tion, the panel was to consider strate-- 


gies 'such as additional regulation: or 
enforcement, best management prac- 
tices (BMPs), alternative treatment 
techniques, innovative phosphorus 
control practices from non-agricultural 
sources, and land use changes. It also 
was to comment on the cost-effective- 
ness of phosphorus control options. 
The panel consisted of seven indi- 
viduals from academia and a regulato- 
ry agency outside the state of Florida. 
These individuals were, in addition to 
Dr. Armstrong who is in the Depart- 
ment of Civil Engineering: Dr. G. Den- 
nis Cooke, Department of Biological 
Sciences, Kent State University; Dr. 
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Larry F. Huggins, Department of Agri- 
cultural and Biological Engineering, 
Purdue Engineering; Dr. Frank J. 
Humenick, Biological and Agricultural 
Engineering Department, North Caroli- 
na State University; Dr. Leonard A. 
Shabman, Department of Agricultural 
and Applied Economics, Virginia Tech; 
Dr. Robert C. Ward, Chemical and 
Bioresource Engineering Department, 
Colorado State University; апа 
Richard E. Wedepohl, Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. . 
Тһе panel reviewed a substantial 
number of. reports and articles fur- 
nished by the district. While in Florida, 
the panel toured four farms in the Lake 
Okeechobee drainage basin north of 
the lake on the first day. These farms 


represented four ‘types of dairy and. 


beef cattle operations in the basin, 
namely a dairy heifer farm which had 
been converted to a beef cattle opera- 
tion, one that had always been a beef 


` cattle operation, a combined confine- 


ment. and pasture dairy farm, and a 
total confinement dairy farm. 
Technical presentations covering a 
wide range of issues were made to the 
panel by district and' Florida Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection per- 
sonnel. Through extended discussions 
while in Florida and following that 
meeting, the panel crafted. its final 


‘report, and its finding and recommen- 


dations were fhen presented to the 
governing board of the water manage- 
ment district. 

As the -panel toured the various 
farms, heard testimony, and.deliberat- 


ed, there was constant attention to - 


developing answers to the four ques- 
tions posed by the district. Through 
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'those deliberations, the panel has put 


together the following responses orga- 
nizéd by the four questions. 

Question 1: Are ongoing strategies 
in the watershed sufficient to reduce 
phosphorus loading to the SWIM Act 


target, and, if so in what time frame? 


The panel concluded that the ongo- 
ing phosphorus control strategies are 
working, that phosphorus, concentra- 
tions are decreasing in tributaries to 
Lake Okeechobee, and that activities 
to lower phosphorus loads to the lake 
should continue. Because the trend in 
phosphorus loadings is clearly down- 
ward, they did not believe that major 
new initiatives, such as requirements 
to.install expensive new BMPs at the 
dairies, or at cattle operations or heifer 
farms, are justifiable at-this time, and 
this is consistent with the Rural Clean 


: Water Program findings for Nubbin 


Slough. 

The panel.concluded that remedial 
actions taken . within the Northern 
watersheds during the past few years 
have represented a reasonable bal- 
ance between .conflicting public goals. 


A key unknown. to predicting future - 


load reductions is the limited under- 
standing of the groundwater contribu- 
tions to the system. While à new mod- 
el provides some valuable insights and 
its continued use will help identify 
potential future loadings, groundwater 
loading predictions will remain uncer- 
tain at best. j 

Addressing the issue of how long it 


will take before target loadings аге” 


reached, if ongoing strategies are con- 


tinued, is much more problematic. . 


While loadings may continue.to decline 
from installation of past BMPs, load 
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stions to tho. lake may begin to 


, and it is not unrealistic to 
predict that reductions from the'strate- 
gies already being implemented could 
take a decade or more to be fully real- 
ized. 


"The panel recommends that. the 


district fine tune its BMP implementa- 
tion- practices, focus on the less 
expensive BMPs for beef cattle, dairy, 
and heifer operations, continuous 
modeling studies that will address the 
question of strategy sufficiency, and 
those studies that will help determine 
the response of the lake to external 
and internal loads, and maintain an 
atmosphere of creativity in which the 
regulated community can bring its 
ideas and suggestions for solutions to 
the process," Dr. Armstrong said, 

Question 2: Would better compli- 
ance with existing rules be suffi cient to 
meet the target? 

Based on information presented 
‚апа its understanding of rule compli- 
ance, the panel concluded that farmers 
and others in the Lake- Okeechobee 
watershed are in compliance with the 
Dairy Rule and Works of the District 
, rules as now eriforced. 

There remains confusion about 
whether compliance refers to perfor- 
mance-based or technology-based 
standards on dairy farms. Better com- 
pliance with existing rules resulting in 
"phosphorus load reduction would 
increase the probability of the SWIM 
target being met. 

More aggressive enforcement of 
these rules could provide some addi- 
tional reductions, but the panel. con- 
cluded the expansion is not in the best 
' interests of all concerned. Maintaining 


{Һе ` working relationships already. 


established with the landowners ~is 


, EA Atn a 


‚ plateau, perhaps at a higher level than · 
. that desi 
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essential to achieving continued coop- 
eration and load reductions as is 
involving them in the development of 
new rules. 

The panel recommended that com- 
pliance should be performance-based 
on load and not concentration. 

The panel also believed that there 
has been too little time to judge the 
long-term effectiveness of PCPs that 
have recently been put into place to 
achieve SWIM load targets. Therefore, 
they recommended that only low cost 
and mode$t operational changes to 
PCPs at dairies be required when 
seeking to assure compliance with 
existing rules. 

Question 3: What additional pro- 
posed strategies, recommended by 
district staff, are likely to be most effec- 
tive for further reducing phosphorus 
‘loads? 

The panel concluded that four of the 
10 phosphorus and nitrogen control 
strategies considered by district staff 
should receive high priority for. imple- 
mentation: develop BMPs for cattle; 
remediate hot spots; reduce or elimi- 
nate backpumping to the lake; “ала, 
creáte incentives for reduction of phos- 
phorus imports to the watershed. 

Two of the 10 strategies should 
receive second priority, and they are: 
Improved management of. or creation 
of wetlands; and, augment biological 
treatment of animal waste programs. 

Utilizing chemical and biochemical 
treatment of animal waste programs, 
and evaluating in-lake measures to 
reduce phosphorus were considered 
to be third priority. An exception to this 
third priority ranking: was water level 
management which is considered an 
in-lake measure. 

Мо priority was assigned to the 
removal of contaminated sediments in 
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tributaries because this strategy 
should be evaluated further. The strat- 
egy to implement aquifer storage and 
retrieval deep-well injection should be 
eliminated from further consideration : 
because, in the opinion of the panel, its 
benefits aré far outweighed by the 
potential negative impacts. . 

The panel recommended that the 
Strategies identified by the district staff 
be considered for implementation in 
the priority order given. It also recom- 
mended that strong consideration be 
given to the costs each strategy could 
impose ori those regulated and the 
phosphorus and: nitrogen load reduc- 
tions actually achieved by their imple- 
mentation. The point of diminished 
benefits in terms of in-lake phosphorus 
concentration reduction, for costs 
incurred for phosphorus and nitrogen 
reduction via more and more expen- 
sive BMPs needs to be carefully eval- 
uated with the models and other tools 
already developed by the district relat- 
ing land use and BMPs in place to off- 
site phosphorus loads and the impact 
of those loads reductions on the 
decrease of phosphorus concentra- . 
tiohs in the lake. ' 

‘Question 4: What other strategies 
would the panel recommend for con- 


-Sideration? 


The panel suggested a (талайы; 
the concentration-based 
approach of the Works of.the District, 
to a Waste Load Allocation (WLA) 
basis and recommended that the dis- 
trict give strong consideration to such | 
an approach. The WOD approach 
already contains elements of the WLA 
basis so the transition should not be : 
difficult. 

The panel believed the WLA 
approach would provide a more equi- 
table and fairer approach to regulation . 
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of dischargers, for the approach has 
been.used for years by state regulato- 
ry agencies and supported by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency for 
point source discharges. 

The panel realized that phosphorus 
control in the Lake Okeechobee water- 
shed is focused mainly- оп non-point 
sources and that WLA has been been 
generally applied to such sources in 
the United States. The opportunity 
exists for the district to move from its 
innovative approach for non-point 
source regülation based on concentra- 
tion to another innovative approach 
based on waste loads. 


The district. сап consider nutrient 
loads from all sources in the drainage 
basin and those internal to the lake. To 
make this transition will require ап 
institutional shift as well as a technical 
shift. 

These steps include, but are not lim- 
ited to, the following: 1) an updating of 
phosphorus source. inventory in the 
basin and lake; 2) further investigation 
of in-lake phosphorus processes to 


'expand the focus of recently complet- 


ed investigations, to permit better 
assessment of impacts from activities 
such as lake level changes, and to 
enhance the district's ability to deter- 


\ 
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mine lake recovery time; 3) develop- 
ment of ways to estimate off-site phos- 
phorus loads through monitoring of 
phosphorus concentration and flow 
апа modeling efforts that generate 
load estimates without requiring flow 
estimates; 4) development of a water 
quality information system consisting 
of monitoring, including citizen moni- 
toring, data analysis апа: synthesis, 
and information transfer and insuring 
coordination ` between monitoring 


needed for compliance as well as mod- 
el support; апа 5) development of insti- 
tutional rules needed’to implement a 
WLA management system. 


During the 1970s; large numbers of cane cutters were imported from the off-shore: islands tò assist with the 


annual cane harvest in the Glades. (Photo courtesy the, Belle Glade Sun.) 


Since 1929 


oyal’s 


Clewiston 
117 S. Deane Duff 
941-983-4121 


Belle Glade 


225 W. Сапа! St. 
561-996-7646 


9 


-Hometown Stores Serving Hometown People! 


FURNITURE 


APPLIANCES & ELECTRONICS 


,11 Locations to Serve You 


Brand Name Furniture, 
Appliances; & Electronics, 
. Friendly Service,  . 
And Everyday Low.Prices. 


Shop the following locations around Lake Okeechobee 


Downtown Belle Glade Pahokee Okeechobee 
400 S.W. Avenue A 193 S; Lake Ave. 810 E. North Park St. 
- 561-996-2275 561-924-9962 . 941-763-6293 . 


Page 42 - Lady of Mystery 


A special panel was àssembled in the 
latter part of 1995 to study the steps which 
had been taken to reduce 
lóadings into Lake Okeechobee and what 
further reductions are needed to bring.the 
loadings down to the mandated 397 ton 
level.. This chapter continues the report 
which the panel delivered to #8-доует- 


ing board of the South Florida Water Man- 


agement District on Dec. 13, 1995. 
Update Phosphorus Sourcés In 
The Lake Okeechobee Basin 
The panel detailed the steps involved 

` in waste load management. They includ- 

ed: 1) Determine the allowable nutrient 
loads to the water body. For Lake Okee- 
chobee it would be the target load, which 

is already established at the 397 tons; 2) 

Allocate controllable load to point and 

non-point discharges. Rainfall and non- 

controllable sources would be as it is done 
now and then allocate the rest; 3) Deter- 


mine loads allocations for dischargers 


through monitoring and modeling esti- 
mates; 4) Monitor for regulatory purposes 


as is done now, but for flow and concen- -, 


tration; and,.. 5) enforce load limits in а 


similar way as is done now for concentra- 


tion. 

The panel concluded that good esti- 
mates о! phosphorus 4nd nitrogen 
sources extemal and intemal.to Lake 
Okeechobee are~needed to implement 


the Waste Load Allocation (WLA) basis - 


for phosphorus and nitrogen control. 


While external loads of both nutrients are | 
reasonably well known at the boundary of 


the lake, there is a lack of knowledge of 
specific nutrient sources within the 
drainage basin in general with the possi- 
ble exception of the Taylor Creek/Nubbin : 
. . Slough basin. The panel further conclud- 

ed that euh is known about extemal 


Chapter 15 
Sources of nutrient loads to guide the dis- 
trict in its regulatory activities in the 
drainage basin, but there is a serious defi- 
ciency regarding nutrient loads gerierated 
within the lake which have overshadowed 
апа may continue to overshadow the 
impacts of the extemal loads. · 

The panel recommerided that the most 
recent hydrologic and nutrient budgets 


` (James, Jones and Smith 1995, Flaig and 


Havens 1995) be continually refined as 


This striking photo of the Great Blue 
Heron perfectly reflected in the waters 
of Lake Okeechobee makes fours of 


the lake а most enjoyable experi- 


ence. (Photo courtesy of the South 
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nutrient budgets reflect loads from the 
drainage basins as well as from rainfall, 
groundwater, and the intemal loads. 
The panel.further recommended that 
the information conveyed by these bud- 
gets be used to guide regulatory activities 
іп the individual drainage basins, that con- 
tinued attention be given to nutrient con- 
trol in the Taylor Creek/Nubbin Slough 
basin but that attention also be given to 
the Kissimmee River basin, the EAA, and 


level, and the panel concluded that 
increases in lake stage appear to be cor- 
related with increased water .column 
phosphorus. The predicted change in lake 
phosphorus. concentrations when the tar- 
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` get extemal load js achieved máy not pro- 


duce a detectable response in terms of 
whole lake average chlorophyll. The dis- 
trict has completed a number of studies 
recently which characterize phosphorus 
behavior in the lake, and these studies 
need to be integrated with the historical 
knowledge of the lake to provide a basis 
for u ing the historical, current, 
and future response of Lake Okeechobee 
'to phosphorus and nitrogen loading. The 
district does need to consider other stud- 
ies which lead to an understanding of the 
littoral zone, how phosphorus and nitro- 
gen sources аге generated in this zone, 
and how these sources relate to water 
stage. Further, the district needs to contin- 
-ue to develop and use models like WASP 
to simulate water quality changes under 


historical, current and future nutrient load- : 


ings, and to use the results of such stud- 
ies to support management decisions. 
The pariel recommended additional 
emphasis on quantifying the rate of inter- 
nal loading and on determining sources 
and mechanisms of phosphorus release. 
If small areas are responsible for major 
phosphorus intemal loading (e.g. former 
agricultural areas that become fidoded), 
focused management options such as 
isolation of these regions, nutrient inacti- 
Vation, or reduced inundations through 
. marfagement of lower water levels could 
be effective. 
_ Inthe panel's view, the district will ben- 
efit considerably. from its water quality 
modeling efforts, and results from model- 
ing efforts, along with concurrent review of 
recently completed work, will add signifi- 
cant, insight into. the lake’s internal 
processes. This -effort would result in 
much better prediction of how: the lake 
would respond to both extemal loading 
changes and. in-lake management 
actions, such as water level management 
бари: | 
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Develop Ways To Estimate Off-Site 
Phosphorus Loads Through Monitoring 

The panei concluded that monitoring of 
flows and concentrations at representa- 
tive sites is necessary to estimate offsite 
loads of nitrogen: and phosphorus accu- 
rately, to evaluate the effectiveness of 
BMPs and other nutrient control devises 
in place, and to provide necessary cali- 
bration and confirmation data for the vari- 
ous models being developed for estimat- 
ing loads from beef. cattle operations, 
dairy and heifer farms, and other land 


and concentrations be monitored at 
selected sites in the Lake Okeechobee 
drainage basin to estimate off-site loads of 
phosphorus and nitrogen from beef cattle 
and dairy and heifer farm.operations so 
that the effectiveness of BMPS may be 
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assessed, to provide necessary calibra- 
tion and confirmation data for the various 
models being developed for estimating 
loads from such operations: 

Develop Ways To Estimate Off-Site 
Phosphorus Loads Through Modeling 

The panel concludes that the district, 
through the University of Florida, has 
developed excellent models, CREAMS- 
WT, LOADSS, and FHANTM.. to simulate 
surface/subsurface runoff, estimate loads 
from drainage basins, evaluate the effec- 
tiveness of BMPs, and calculate retention 
of phosphorus in wetlands and channels. 

The pane! recommends that these 
models continue to be refined to the 
point that they may be used in a WLA . 
context to estimate phosphorus and 
nitrogen loads from individual parcels 
of land with and without various BMPs 
in place. 


Scenes of the devastation foliowing the 1928 hurricane remain a pru 
reminder in the archives of area newspapers and even the South Florida ` 
Water Management. District, to make us all recall the power of a hurri- 
cane. (Photo courtesy of South Florida Water Management District.) 
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. Development of Water Queitty 
~ Information System 

The district has succeeded in do 
oping both types of monitoring - the 
“what” (regular sampling at fixed sites in 
a manner that is consistent over time) 
and the "why". monitoring: (short term 
monitoring efforts designed to gain a bet- 
ter understanding of the ‘processes and 
pathways that affect the quality of water). 
However, given the unresolved questions 
about existing BMPs meeting targets, it is 
suggested that further refinement in.both 
types of monitoring is warranted. 

The panel recommended. a review 


+ 


and refinement of the current monitoring 
éfforts related to the Lake Okeechobee 
phosphorus management effort to insure 
that the monitoring resources are being 
used to obtain the data and information 
needed to answer the board’s questions 
about the status and trends in the water- 
shed. ; 
Institutional And Economic Struc- 
tures Needed To Implement WLA 

The panel concluded that implemen- 
tation of the WLA approach would require 
a shift in the regulatory structure within 
the district and a change in the rules 


used for regulation. Remaining. innova-. 
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tive as it has been in the past will enable 
the district to implement variations on the 
tradition WLA approach so that it could 
apply to non-point sources in the Lake 
Okeechobee drainage basins. 

The panel recommended that over 
time the district consider designing and 
adopting a transferable permit system for 
WLA. The design should be preceded by 
development of the necessary technical 
criteria and monitoring protocols, by pub- 
lic education about the merits of such a 
system and by public comment on the 
specific design features of such a sys- 
tem. 
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. The Custard AGIS Inn located at Canal Point was a frequent stopping ‘point for the mail boats in the early · 


719005. The boat traveled from West Palm.Beach to Moore Haven and carried freight, mail passengers and 
goods for the few settlers who were living around the shoreline of Lake Okeechobee. 
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Several suggestions were made by 
the panel as a result of the study. One 
of the primary recommendations was 
further study and analysis of the in- 
lake phosphorus and the cycling of that 
source through the water colum. ` 

Taylor  Creek/Nubbin · Slough, 
Kissimmee River Basin,.the Ever- 
glades Agricultural Area, and the Indi- 

' an Prairie/Harney Pond Basin are cur- 
rently the largest contributors of con- 
trolled sources of phosphorus and 
should receive. continued: attention 
regarding nutrient control. 

There are well-founded reasons to 
conclude that an ideal environment for 
internal loading exists in the lake, the 
'panel concluded, The panel said there 
should be a concentrated effort on.the 
rate of internal loading. 

Then-Governirig Board Member 


Chapter 16 
the watershed, then wait to see what 
affect that will have. Then, implement 
the second phase. 

Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) have been used for several 
years by local farmers and ranchers in 
an effort to reduce phosphorus in the 


.water coming off those farms and 


ranches. 

While the phosphorus content has 
been reduced, a recent draft copy of a 
special report from the South Florida 
Water Management District reveals 
that the annual phosphorus loading to 
Lake Okeechobee has leveled off at 
about 100 tons over the 397-ton target 
mandated by the Florida Legislature. 

The 1989 Surface Water Improve- 


ment and Management (SWIM) Plan ` 


charged the water manager dis- 


Nathaniel Reed noted the panel was ` Ж 


made up of predominantly agricultural 
engineering- experts but he was Still 
somewhat. surprised at their гесот- 
mendation to focus on the less expen- 


sive BMPs primarily because of the : 


"shaky" financial situation of the 
upstream dairies. й 

Mr. Reed said һе thinks it is worth 
pursuing to get the regulatory power 
over ihe dairies removed from the 


Florida Department of Environmental  - 


Protection and to the water manage- 
ment district. He-said the panel has 
. given the district. good advice and it 


should go to one.agency, with review 


by the senior partner, which would be 
FDEP. . е 
The. panel recommended the work 


“оп Lake Okeechobee should be done ` 


in.a phased approach. The first phase 
should be done, as has been done in 
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trict with the original mandate to 
reduce phosphorus. The plan is cur- 
rently under its second updating and 
should be released in late summer 
1997. 

The Works of the District (WOD) 
permitting program and the DEP Dairy 
Rule were also designed and imple- 
mented to reduce the amount of phos- 
phorus coming off farms and ranches. 

The panel recommended fine-tun- 
ing the BMPs for not only dairy cattle, 
but for beef cattle and heifer opera- 
tions, as well. They also encouraged 
the water management district to 
"maintain an atmosphere of creativity 
in which the regulated community can 
bring its ideas and suggestions for 
solutions into the process." . 

During a recent interview with Frank 


Today, — P Gà ел ior cil opa о олсо 


763-4276\. 


HEHE KISSIMMEE RIVER 


GREAT FOOD - GREAT VIEW! 
Overlooking the Kissimmee River & Okee-Tantie Marina 


Inside or.on our Screen Porch 
ING Ni LOCAL FRESHWATER & SÄLTWATER SEAFOOD 


iios haara dicas а 


· Page 46 - Lady of Mystery ' 
(Sonny) Williamson,-a local'agribusinessmadn and chairman 
of the governing board of the water management district, he 
spoke of those "hot spots" and of some of the new methods 
and suggestions that are being considered to decrease 
phosphorus. Many of the newer innovations have come 
from south of the lake where farmers are working to 
decrease phosphorus in runoff from the sugar сапе. . 

Mr. Williamson said, "You know ranchers and all of us 
have had a tendency | past to flush out the ditches. Pull 
all of the boards out when it was raining hard and just let the 
water go. Any. time you increase the velocity in those ditch- 
es, you move a bunch of stuff downstream. It's best to leave 
and clean out your ditches occasionally and put all 

k on the land. So that's one thing: slow the velocity 

s dc ‘the exit ditches and there's many ways to do that 

which are pretty cheap. 

"There is some more work being done on taking ditches 
that go through overflow areas that have been ditched. One 
of the things we have done in Florida is 19 take all these 
` ponds and connect the dots with ditches and a lot of.those 
ditches go through little slough areas. They are saying that 
in a lot of cases you can go back and fill in those ditches 
partially and let it be a swale and in fact, put in some reten- 
tion areas to prevent the water from getting into those swale 
areas rapidly. Hay crop those places. Don't hold the water 
so much that it becomes a wetland again, but hold the water 
long enough that you get a bunch of nutrients going back 
into a grass crop or something that you will then cut and use 
that as a way to, recycle phosphorus onto the uplands," he 
said. 

The draft report mentions that several strategies 
'.are being кенеп that may help reduce the кк; 
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phorus loading and where the costs won't be too expensive 
for the landowner. Some of those strategies include bring- 
ing the four key over-target basins down to the loading tar- 
get and to continue the overall watershed efforts to reduce 
loading. 

The four basins referred to in the draft report and the 
overage from each of those are: Taylor Creek/Nubbin 
Slough with a.target load of 26.7 tons of phosphorus is 63.7 
tons over target; the S-154 basin, south of the last flood 
control structure to where the Kissimmee River enters the 
lake has a target of 4.8 tons a year and is currently 14.2 
tons over target; the Loftin Road structure known as S-65- 
D has a target load of 6.8 tons annually and is discharging 
22.3 tons over target; and, the State Road 70 control struc- 
ture known as S-65-E has an annual load targeted at 21.4 
tons and is discharging just about double over that target 
figure at 21.5 tons. 

The target loading rate is a function of how much water 
enters the lake and how long the water resides ín the lake. 

` Observations from several years of water quality moni- 

toring indicate that during periods of heavy rainfall, the dif- 
ference is greatest between the target and actual phospho- 
rus loading.. In the .dry. season, according to the report, 
approximately 25 tons of phosphorus enters the lake a 
month. That amount more than triples in the wet season. 
During 1995, the extraordinary amount of.rainfall in August, 
September and October caused a tremendous increase in 
loading compared to the average. 

In the coming months, the district will be concentraling on 


This home: ‘was uninhabitable following the 1928 КОЙСОН 
that hit Belle Glade. 
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the four/basins who аге still discharging above the target 
loading. There will be a detailed analysis of the currently 
available data and from that data an implementation plan for 
corrective measures will be developed. A multi-agency team 
will be working to improve the water quality and the district 
will re-direct internal resources to this approach. 
The draft states that it is essential that the landowner be 
: involved from. the 


beginning of the 
process to seek 
solutions. Two 


areas will be further 
explored that being 
‘Jon-site. retention 
and off-side collec- 
Й tion treatment. 
Some of the on- 
site ideas include: 
BMPs; farm-scale 
= вй multi-crop harvest- 
The CREER bed which raning with vegetative 
between Clewiston and Lake Har-flowways, existing 
bor gave away under the heavy ог created wetlands 
flow of rainfall during the 1926 hur- and other alterna- 
ricane. ' tives that come for- 


№ 
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ward during the development of Vene 

Off-site treatment will examine collective solutions such 
as adjacent parcels in sub-basins, and/or basin-scale uti- 
lization of existing.wetlands, and/or the creation of new wet- 
lands as filter marshes, riparian easements and chemical 
treatment. 

Once alternatives have been developed, including engi- 
neering and site location, they will need to be implemented 
as rapidly as possible, and monitored for effectiveness. 
Landowner involvement and district participation in the 
process will be essential. : 

In the regulatory program, users of the Works of the Dis- 
trict are required to meet specific off-site discharge phos- 
phorus concentration limits. If the data indicates the off-site 
discharge concentration will not be met, the landowner is 
required to take corrective measures to bring discharges 
from the property into compliance. 

A routine biweekly water quality monitoring program is 
conducted on permitted parcels. One year of monitoring is 
required on all individual permits to document compliance 
status. 

- A non-routine, specific-need surveillance monitoring pro- 
gram is also- conducted throughout the basin to seek out 
unpermitted land uses and non-complying discharges. Those 
parcels requiring corrective action have been nee 


The offices of the Glades County Democrat was destroyed by the . 
d 18, 1926 hurricane when: it hit the, community of Moore Haven. 
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With phosphorus loadings into Lake Okeechobee leveling 
off at about 100 tons above the mandated target of 397 tons, 
water management specialists at South Florida Water Man- 
agement District are looking at additional ways to reduce the 
phosphorus coming from four sub-basins north of the lake. 
These basins«ermed “hot spots" have not been able in recent 
years to bring the phosphorus content in the runoff from these 
- lands down to the mandated 1.2 ppm level. 

: The district completed a "Special Report on Phosphorus 
Loading to Lake Okeechobee,” at the end of 1996, and while 
that report gives a history, current status, and sediment analy- 


sis of the various sub-basins, it also offers suggested pro-: 


grams which will address the hot spots, an isolated wetland 
restoration program and adopting a phosphorus budget for all 
land uses north of the lake. 

Another report “Technical Assessment of Lake Okee- 
chobee Basin Dairies,” prepared by Soil and Water Engi- 
neering Technology, Inc. was a project co-sponsored by the 
district and the Florida Department of Environmental Protec- 
tion to assist farmers in controlling phosphorus discharges by 
identifying the sources of high phosphorus сопы 
and provide possible solutions. 

Site-specific strategies were developed for 10 sites that 
consistently had high concentrations of phosphórus. Current- 
ly, these dairies are impl&menting the majority of the recom- 
mendations, and reductions in phosphorus will be monitored 
through the district's'biweekly sampling.program. 

Another project that has been initiated is a study program 
of the’ phosphorus-enriched sediments in tributaries. It is 

hoped the. study will provide an accurate estimate of the 
amount. of phosphorus reaching Lake Okeechobee that be 
attributed to tributary sediments, including tributaries ranging 
in Size from field ditches to-primary canals. It is important to 
determine the relative magnitude. of phosphorus from these 
different tributary types. 

Little is known about the location, areal extent, thickness. 
phosphorus. content, mobility of the different phosphorus 
forms, and the over transportability of these sediments to the 

Чаке. Circumstances that cause movement of sediments аге 
also unknown at this point. Collection and identification of this 
data is important for developing potential management 
options. This may also result in improved land use practices 
that reduce the build-up of organic sediments in wetlands, the 
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draft explains. 
Another project is the development of an isolated wetland 


program for ranges north of Lake Okeechobee. It is estimat- ' 


ed.that between one-fifth and one-fourth of this area was orig- 
inally wetlands. Approximately 37 percent of them have been 
ditched and drained. 

Water managers have sought ways to trap nutrients in 
sediments so they will not go into the waterways feeding 
Lake Okeechobee. 

One of theSe is a system at work on several dairy farms іп 
Okeechobee County. 

It was designed and installed by a company.called Bion 
Technology and it uses direct filtration. They sheet flow this 
water through a wetland area after a precipitate has been 
added, a. manmade, wetland area. All of the precipitates set- 
tle out and the farmer can take 200 parts per million of phos- 


phorus in water and reduce the phosphorus level down to 5 > 


parts per billion. 

Referring to the reason why more of'the local dairies have 
not tried the Bion system, Mr. Williamson said they felt like 
they could comply with the Dairy Rule without it. Now the 
question remains what if the dairy farmers can't quite comply 
with the rule or they need to go to a lower concentration on 
the dairies, this might be a way for the farmers to get there. 
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Clarence Bitting, managed the United States Sugar 
Corporation during the first 15 years it was in business 
on the southwest shoreline of Lake Okeechobee at 


Clewiston, 
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` centrations have displayed a dramatic 


. 1970s, 


itis hoped that some of these exper- 
imental programs and the development 


of an isolated wetland program would ` 


help with à nutrient removal program 
between 25 and 80 percent, and would 
be long-term removal. 

Restoration of the wetlands would 
restore wildlife habitat, as well the 
report suggests. These programs could 
be fostered by using incentives and 
facilitating landowner applications for 
funds from federal programs. 

Phosphorus imports such as dairy 


cow feed and pasture fertilizer are the : 


primary sources of phosphorus in the 
watershed. According to the report, total 
phosphorus imports in the northern 
watershed weré estimated at 2,618 
tons of phosphorus per year. According 
to a 1995 report, phosphorus exports in 
milk, cows and crops was estimated as 
836 tons annually. 

Although much of the nutrient con- 
tent is retained in the uplands and wet- 
land sediments, the imbalance between 
imports and exports continues to add to 
the build-up of phosphorus in the water- 
shed scientists believe. 

' Scienfists. feel that a new phospho- 


rus budget is needed to update the pre- | 


vious one done in 1995. That report 
was based on data collected betweón 
1985 and 1989, and those figures were 
prior to the implementation of the cur- 
rent BMPs and nutrient management 
programs. 

In the past in-lake phosphorus con- 


pattern of historical change. During the 
lake water concentrations | of 


phosphorus nearly doubled. х 

However, when the external loads 
declined in recent years, there has. 
been no significant change in the lake 
water 


phosphorus. This lack о! 
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response by the in-lake phosphorus 
concentrations to load reductions 
reflects the high rate of internal phos- 
phorus loàding from the lake sediments. 

For the 20-year period from 1973 to 
1992, phosphorus loading rates to the 
lake have averaged near 570 tons per 
year. Outputs from the lake have aver- 
aged near 150 tons annually. 

Consequently, there has been a net 
accumulation of about 460 tons per 
year of phospliorus in the lake's sedi- 
ments, the-report states. 

Water management district govern- 
ing board chairman Frank (Sonny) 
Williamson talked about this fact. 

"Discussions before the board have 
always brought the explanation that 
with the huge lake and the huge 
amounts, of phosphorus in the sedi- 
ments from many years in the past, but 
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most notably in the last 30 years, those 
sediments have gone up in phospho- 
rus. The hope for average in-lake phos- 
phorus going down is going to be very 
slow. Тһе-5іоре is going to be very slow 
and over a period of many years. That 
has been the experience in other places 
with much smaller lakes" he said. "That 
downward trend. within the lake, 


"remember the incoming phosphorus 


each year is in the range of only 2 or 3 
percent of the total phosphorus thet is in 
the lake. The only way that phosphorus 
gets subtracted is that it flows out of the 
lake or it gets consolidated in bottom · 
sediments. | guess there is a little bit of 
consolidated sediments happening, but 
not enough to be vey dramatic,” he 
explained. 

"There may be’ са way to do 
that but nobody has got the nerve to try 


This photo at Okee-Tantie Recreation Area on the Kissimmee River near 
where the river empties into Lake Okeechobee, provides an interesting 
photo with dn interplay of shadow and light in the clouds and on the 
water. (Photo courtesy of Frank and Betty Williamson) 
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it end that is to ме ince АД іп the” 
lake, he continued. "That would 
change those phosphorus compounds 
into non-reactive , compounds апа 
nobody wants to do that," he said. 

Has anything been proposed which 
would remove the.sediments from the 
bottom of the lake? 

Mr. Williamson said it is not econom- 
ically feasible to try and pump that out. 

“Some of it sits there іп semi-sus- 
pension and then the waves whips it up. 


This is a photo of the large sugar 
company during the years of its 
construction near Clewiston. 


shoreline of the lake in Pahokee. 
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Way down underneath there is some 


- consolidation that takes place and they 


call it consolidated sediments. That's 
the only process that removes phos- 
phorus other than it flowing away. from 
the lake," he said. 

Mr. Williamson was asked that when 
he spoke about using the iron sulfate, or 
other chemicals, and if there is that con- 


' centration on the bottom, would there 


be some way to actually get, down to 
that bottom concentration and inject the 
chemicals into the bottom. 

"Everybody sees that as being too 
dangerous to contemplate. What if that 
precipitate stays so stable for so long? 
its complicated and people are wor- 
ried that if you tried to precipitate phos- 
phorus out of the lake, you would cre- 
ate а monster that might come back 
later to haunt you. It's not something 
that you could measure all the poten- 


- tial danger from, to say it's worth all the 


risk that you would be taking. It's a lit- 
tle bit difficult so | don't think that will 
be considered any time soon,” he 
explained. 


The report also talks about the con- 
centrations of chlorophyll a, which 
serve as an'indicator of phytoplankton 
biomass in the lake waters, and the 
fact they display a historical trend that 
does not correspond, in any simple 


manner, with the trends in nutrient- 


loads or in-lake concentrations. The 
average chlorophyll a concentrations 
show no significant response to 
changes in in-lake' phosphorus or load- 
ing. Because phosphorus concentra- 
tions are more than ample for phyto- 
plankton growth, it is turbidity, which 
limits light penetration and often pre- 
vents the formation of algal blooms. 

The 1995 and 1996 seasonal in- 
lake phosphorus concentrations were 
compared to the maximum values for 
the previous five years. These data do 
‘not show any difference in the in-lake 
phosphorus patterns due’ to the 1995 
wet season loading. In-lake phospho- 
rus is most highly correlated with tur- 
bidity, which represents the re-suspen- 
sion of sediments into the: water col- 
umn. 


— 


The Faulkner mechanical harvester was purchased by U.S. Sugar Cor- 
poration during the 1940s. The machines were not successful and 
were abandoned soon after purchase. Parts were subsequently uti- 


lized in continuous loaders. 
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The Kissimmee-Okeechobee-Ever- 


glades ecosystem is no doubt one of 
the most studied ecological systems in 
the world. State agencies, private orga- 
nizations, international engineers, and 
federal agencies are all engaged in 
some type of study within this unique 
ecosystem. 

An 11-member working group com- 
prised of various federal agencies 
embarked on a five-year study of the 


Chapter 18 


South Florida Ecosystem Restoration in 
September 1993. The group released 
its first annual report to a federal task 
force on the environment management 
to formulate and recommend policies, 
strategies, plans, programs and priori- 
ties for ecosystem restoration and man- 
agement. 

Areas to which the group has tumed 
its attention include: water storage and 
delivery; agricultural run-off and water 
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quality contaminants issues. 

Théir findings include the statistics of 
how much man-made alteration has 
been done to the entire ecosystem to 
attain the desired drainage of wetlands 
earlier.in the century. As a result, the 
system contains 990 miles of levees, 
978 miles of canals and 30 pumping 
stations. These changes have altered 
the natural pattern of rainfall and evap- 
oration, and the natural wet and dry 


Photos of buildings and structures destroyed by the many hurricanes which have passed over central and 
south Florida remain grim reminders of the power of a hurricane. (Photo courtesy of the South Florida Water . 
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Because of the amount of land that 
has been drained, ‘the remaining dry 
soil, organic and porous in nature, is 
oxidizing. This oxidation has reduced 


the depth of the soil thickness from 12 . 


to 14 feet to 7 to 9 feet some 10 years 


ago. According to the report, the soii, 


loss has slowed in the last 10 years, but 
it has had a far-reaching impact on the 
whole region. 

The soil loss has caused a loss:of 
elevation. That degree of incline, prior 
to drainage, helped,to shift the water 
south, and it in tum supplied the farthest 
reaches of the entire system south of 
Lake Okeechobee. The water fed down 
through the sawgrass, soil and lime- 
stone and supplied the system's two 

. aquiférs, the Biscayne and the Florida. 
Today, the movement that the water 
makes is handled mechanically through 
an extensive system of: levees. and 
canals. 

The soil loss has also diminished the 
water -quality. As soil oxidation has 
decreased the.depth ol the soil, the less 

, minerals and other components are 

. retained in the remaining soil. 

These waters flow on downstream 
accompanied by pesticides and assort- 
ed other run-off, and it is. having 
adverse impacts on native plants and 
animals. ; 

As native plants have- been dimin- 
ished, invasive non-native species such 
as Brazilian pepper, Australian pine and 
Melaleuca have found favorable growth 
conditions and have exploded their pop- 
ulations. 

Natural fire was once a contributor to 


the habitat diversity. As a managed ѕуѕ- - 


. tem, fire has been curtailed to a pre- 
. dictable schedule, and this has led to 
the disturbing of the burned and 
unbumed areas which were necessary 


"for the habitat diversity. It has led to 


overdried wetland areas and a reduc- 
tion of those various’ types of areas 
which are necessary if the region is to. 
maintain habitat diversity. 


The most astounding. by-product òf 


the first year of study is the simple 
recognition of just how much has 
changed; and how much will have to be 


„done (or undone) in order to come close 


to bringing back the ecosystem's natur- 
al components, also referred to as 
restoration. Efforts must be made in 
order to achieve sustainability, the 
report states. 

In:the entire south Florida area, the 
entire integrated system of water flow 
has been rearranged so that there are 
changes in soil composition, habitat, the 
identity and the populations of land and 
water species, and the relationship 
between fresh and salt water. 

Without hydrologic restoration, noth- 
ing else will effectively be accom- 
plished. Along with hydrologic restora- 
tion there needs to be an effort to curb 
the invasion of ‘exotic non-native 
species, to eliminate the production of 
contaminants and stop the soil erosion 
and oxidation: 

The agencies making up the working 
group include representatives of the 
National Park Service, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, U.S. Attomey’s Office, 
National Marine Fisheries Service divi- 
sion of National Oceanic and Atmos- 
pheric Administration, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, U.S. Geological Survey; U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Oĉean Service division of NOAA, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
National Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice, and National Biological Service. 

The working group was further sub- 
divided. into three groups on science, 
infrastructure and management. 


.The federal task force intends to 
work with other local and state groups 
who have been involved in south Flori- 
da land and natural resource manage- 
ment issues. These groups include: 
Govemor's Commission for a Sustain- 


able South Florida, the Man and the 


Biosphere program, the ecosystem 
management by the Florida Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection and 
the work of the South Florida Water 
Management District. 

What will à restored ecosystem look 
like? The summary report indicates that 
much of that would be difficult to deter- 
mine during these earliest stages of the 
study and the process. The герогп 
states that certain benchmarks do exist 


Бу which the working group can start to 


determine the ecosystem restoration 
Success. | 

There are three characteristics which 
gave the south Florida ecosystem 
resiliency and sustainability before any 
manmade changes were made. They 
were: dynamic storage and sheet flow; 
extent of the space covered by the 
ecosystem; and habitat variety. These 
characteristics will certainly be the 
future indicators of whether.or not the 
restoration efforts are achieving suc- 

Habitat variety would be considered 
a success with increased native plant 
and animal diversity in the region. This 
could prove: quite costly particularly 
when the estimated cost of removal of 
the Melaleuca. tree is $168 million and 
there is no ууау4о measure the benefits 
from its removal, at this time. 

Mercury contamination indicates 
ecosystem disruption. Therefore, its 
opposite, a reduction in mercury in 
large-mouth bass, alligators.and pan- 


‘thers, would be indicative of a health 


indicator and therefore a success. 
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Another indicator of success would 
be the re-establishment of the wading 
bird nesting colonies. Efforts in this 
direction are already under way in Sev- 
eral south Florida areas. In the Loxa- 
hatchee National Wildlife Refuge, year- 
round water is bringing back the Flonda 
kites and. endangered hawks. 

Other indicators of restoration suc- 
cess could include: reduction in the 
numbers of deformed fish in estuaries; 
increased seagrass cover; no further 
wetland losses; and, increased abun- 
dance of fish and species recovery. 

While the efforts are still in their for- 
mative stages, no one can predict what 
form a restored ‘ecosystem will take 

—ence complete. The size and complexi- 
ty of the South Florida system, will leave 
scientists, engineers and water man- 
agers with a large number of challenges 
and unknowns. ` 

Changes are already under way. The 
manner in which federal agencies do 
business in South Florida has been 
revamped. Agencies that, more.or less, 
operated on their own have become 
aware. of what their colleagues- are 
doing, and now are working to avoid 
overlapping tasks. Increased communi- 
cation is now taking place across 
agency lines, making it possible “ог. 
restoration to proceed within гл envi- 
‘ronment of mutual support. 

The Interagency Task Force was not 
yet in a position in August 1995 to pro- 
pose a comprehensive, fully integrated 
restoration plan for the South Florida 
ecosystem. During the past year, and in 
the coming years, tasks to accomplish 
such a restoration will need to be coor- 
dinated with state, local and tribal inter- 
ests throughout -the area. The Task 
Force, however, is able to outline and 
recommend. a .restoration vision for 
South Florida as well as management 


objectives to support the vision. These 
objectives are being presented from the 
view. and perspective of the federal 
community, the 11 federal agencies 
which comprise the Task Force. 

it is also in a position to recommend 
steps the federal community can take to 
reinforce existing restoration efforts and 
to initiate new efforts. 

The Task Force has’ adopted. nine 
priorities to carry out. They will also 

“review and evaluate other priorities. 

1. Provide consolidated federal 
objectives on ecosystem restoration to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' 
reconnaissance study for the redesign 
of the Central and Southem Florida 
Flood Control Project (C&SF) and con- 
tinue to provide timely support. 

2. Establish research priorities and 
implement a process for coordinating 
research on the South Florida ecosys- 
tem, including Florida Bay, which 
includes development of a base líne sci- 
entific condition assessment and indica- 
tor monitoring program, and appropriate 
biological and hydrological modelirig to 
evaluate ecosystem restoration objec- 
tives and programs. 

3. Establish ‘partnerships with the 
state and local agencies to support land 
acquisition initiatives in the South Flori- 
da ecosystem. 

4. Support development of an effort 
to integrate actions essential for the 
recovery of threatened and endangered 
species, and undertake a multi-species 
recovery plan with the. south Florida 
ecosystem restoration program. 

5. Support expedited implementation 
of Corps projects in the Everglades 
ecosystem including Shark Slough; C- 
111 and the Kissimmee River. 2 

- 6. Support development of а сот- 
prehensive wetlands permit mitigation 
strategy for south Florida that furthers 
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ecosystem Testoration. y- 5 

7. Develop ah integrated, long-term 
proposal and budget for ecosystem 
restoration, maintenance and protection 
detailing current activities, achieve- 
ments and project accomplishments. 

8. Implement a continuing process 
that identifies and integrates immediate 
management goals, priority projects, 
and funding needs for the South Florida 
ecosystem. 

9. Fully integrate the state and South 
Florida Water. Management District into 
the task force and build partnerships 
with appropriate local and tribal: govem- 
ments. 

10. Facilitate implementation of the 
Everglades Forever Act. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency issued a National Pollution Dis- 
charge Elimination System permit for 
the Evergiades Nutrient Removal Pro- 
ject, the first of several stormwater 
treatment areas to be built. 

The Task Force lists eight tasks 
remaining to be accomplished in 1997 
and 1998. They include: 

a) Finalize, adopt and: begin imple- 
mentation of a federal Everglades For- 
ever Act program management plan. 

b) Complete federal programmatic. :. 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

c) Specifically begin work on 
Stormwater Treatment Area 1E. 

d) Continue threshold/nutrient dosing 
research to provide basis for ‘setting ' 
final water quality standard. 

e) Continue permitting for additional 
stormwater treatment area discharges. 

f) Support development and'imple- 
mentation of emergency interim plan for 
Florida Bay. 

g) Establish an Everglades Agricul- 
tural Area. office of the Natural: 
Resources Conservation Service and 


provide technical assistance to privata 
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landowhers in the EAA and the C-139 
' Basin, encouraging implementation of 
best management practices to: reduce 
phosphorus loadings from farm runoff. 
h) Continue mercury research and 
monitoring. 
11. Support program to eradicate 


invasive exotics, particularly Melaleuca : 


(Australian Paperbark), Casurina (Aus- 
tralian’ Pine), and Schinus (Brazilian 


Pepper). 


There were so many bodies along the east and south shores of Lake Okeechobee that this large funeral pyre was 
necessary fo dispese of the.remains in an attempt to keep diseases from spreading. A secondary problem was 


- They have obtained funds to build 
the Fort Lauderdale quarantine 
research facility. They have executed a 
partnership agreement to restore 5,000 
acres of Brazilian pepper-infested land 
in Everglades National Park. 

The Task Force has defined two 
tasks. They are: 
a) Seek expanded eradication fund- 
ing: . Y 
b) Develop a comprehensive control 


plan. 

The summary concludes, "Substitute 
“south Florida" for "Everglades," and we 
аге given the promise of restoration—of 
г region, vast, magnificent, subtle and 
unique, not fragmented into its natural 
and cultural identities but integrated іп 
such а way that the restored south 
Florida ecosystem becomes the 


.bedrock from which an integrated, sus- 
tainable future springs. 
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Plans and engineering for the 
restoration of the Kissimmee River 
have been delayed for a period of time. 
The U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers 
took longer than expected to finalize 
their designs for the construction of the 
massive restoration effort. . 

Current plans call for construction to 
begin in the upper chain of lakes in 
1999. This project will raise the levels 
in some of the lakes in Osceola Coun- 
ty. At the present, this restoration is 
scheduled to displace 47 homeown- 


(9 ег. 


The connecting canals between the 


lakes of Hatchineha and Kissimmee: 


and Lake Cypress and Hatchineha will 
be expanded. That will help the flow 
down into Lake Kissimmee, officials 
from the South Florida Water Manage- 
ment District claim. 

The structure that is called S-65 and 
which is located at State Road 60 
where Lake Kissimmee empties into 
the Kissimmee River will also be 
expanded to get the flow of water out 
of Lake Kissimmee and into the valley. 

According to Patricia Strayer, the 
water management district's project 
engineer, the effects of the headwaters 
revitalization project will not extend 
north of Lake Cypress. That is the one 
constraint the district has kept in mind 


9 during several years of studies on this 


ә. 


' 


phase of the restoration project. 
She said that she wanted to point 
out that the flood control construction 


measures will take place first. Then, | 


the lake regulation schedule imple- 
mentation would take. place second 
and the backfilling in the lower basin 
would: take place after flood control 
modifications have been made. 
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Back in 1994, the Corps and the dis- 
trict constructed a test plug on the 
Kissimmee River. The test plug was a 
joint venture of the Corps and the dis- 
trict and was being done to see if the 
proposed method of backfilling of 22 
miles of .the Kissimmee River was 
practical to do. Its purpose was to eval- 
uate various construction methods, 
assess the equipment that is being 
proposed for use, collect geotechnical 
data and provide post-construction 
analysis. 

Approximately 166,500 cubic yards 
of fill from the adjacent spoil piles were 
placed into the C-38 waterway to form 
a 1,000-foot plug in the canal. 

Test filling began at a location 
approximately 4,450 feet upstream of 
Lock S-65B located near Lorida and 
extends about 1,000 feet upstream. 

By May 1994, The C-38 canal was 
no longer a.56-mile long free-flowing 
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Periodic work, maintenance and repair аге done of the storm 
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channel. The project was completed in 
August that year. 

The plug forced water in the chan- 
nel back into the old traditional oxbows 
that once were the main channels of 
the river. Removing the spoil for the fill 
for the test plug, lowered 13 acres 
along what was once floodplain so the 
wetlands could be restored. 

In the past four years, the river has 
carved its own path through the test 
plug, which is often covered by water 
during rainy periods and high waters. 

Aquatic plants can now be found 
near thé plug that did not exist four 
years ago. Water now’ flows through 
the original oxbows. Where the waters 
were once still and stagnant, there is 
now a continuous flow. 

When the backfilling of the river 
begins in two years, the project will 
restore some 22 miles of old river 
channel, as well as some 19,000 acres 
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gates 


located all around the perimeter of Lake Okeechobee's Herbert Hoover 
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of wetlands. Native vegetation: should 
return and it is hoped that some of the 
former birds that once inhabited the 
valley will return. 

Restoration is not just a matter of 
pushing the spoil banks back into the 
canal channel. Some new sections of 
river channel will have to be dug where 
the original. river was filled in and cut 
off during the original channelization 
some 30 years ago. 

However, it is doubtful that the 


migratory ducks, long touted by many 


environmentalists, will return, since 
they disappeared from the Kissimmee 
Valley in the 1950s, long before chan- 
nelization of the canal began in the 
1960s. 

Including the first flood control'struc- 
ture at State Road 60, C-65, all the 
way to S-65-E, located about one mile 
south of State Road 70 West, there are 
seven structures, the primary purpose 
of which is to control water flow from 
Kissimmee to Okeechobee. Two of 
those structures, S-65-B and S-65-C, 
located near Lorida and Cornwell in 
Highlands County, will bè removed to 
permit re-flooding of the floodplain. 

Under the current revised time line, 
the project, scheduled to get under 
way in 1999, will be completed around 


2010. The latest figures on the esti- . 


mated cost of the restoration effort is 
about $414 million, according to John 
Neuharth from the office of govern- 
ment and public affairs ле water 
management district. 

Riverwoods Field Laboratory 

Continuing studies.are ongoing up 
and down the Kissimmee River Valley 
by the Florida.Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission and by the River- 
'woods Field Laboratory. The site is 
located on the Kissimmee River in 
Highlands County on а 15-асге site, 


3600 Hwy. 


just off U.S. Highway 98 North. 

A variety of programs covering 
every aspect. о! the ecosystem along 
the Kissimmee River and adjacent 
land areas are being studied and 
researched. These include: nutrient 
cycling, nitrogen and phosphorus limi- 
tation, vascular hydrophyte and asso- 
ciated periphyton communities, 


macroinvertebrate populations. 

Studies are being conducted on 
fish, amphibians, reptiles and bird pop- 
ulations both in the Kissimmee River 
Valley and Lake Okeechobee. 


Taylor Creek Locks on the eastern shoreline of the lake is one of 


Water quality projects in both the 
valley, on the river and in the lake are 
also being conducted by the scientists 
at Riverwoods. 

A large part of the work at the labo- 
ratory will be devoted to education. 
They will conduct two and three-day 
workshops on environmental topics 
and classes will consist of local, 
regional and national educational insti- 
tutions. 

Graduate thesis candidates needing 
to do research from the various Florida 
colleges and universities will find the 
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the busiest access points to Lake Okeechobee. This photo from the 
Okeechobee News archives was probably taken in the 19505. 
(Photo courtesy of ihe Okeechobee News) 
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doors апа facilities open to them. The 
laboratory is co-sponsoring these stu- 
dents through agreements with the 
student's home institution and a district 
staff person. 

+ Coordination of the programs is 
léÜbeing handled through the Florida 
Center for Environmental. Studies, 


located on the North Campus of Flori- 
da Atlantic University. 

Current research and studies are 
expected to continue at the site for the 
next 10 to 12 years. 

Everglades Agricultural Area and 
the Everglades 

With the passage of the Everglades 
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Forever Act in 1994, farming interests 
in the Everglades Agricultural Area, 
which comprises about one-half million 
acres, south of Lake Okeechobee 
agreed to levy a tax that would help 
pay for the cost of reducing the nutri- 
ents in the runoff from their farming 
interests, primarily sugar Cane. The 
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Before mechanical harvesting of sugar cane became the normal harvesting method, nearly 10,000 cane cut- 
ters were imported annually from the off-shore islands in the Caribbean. Approximately 55 cutters worked in 
a single field. (Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun.) Я 
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farmers are to be rewarded for their 
efforts, and success would mean a 
reduction in the tax. As a result, it is 
estimated the farmers in the EAA will 
contribute about $322 million toward 
the "clean-up" over the next few years. 
Estimates of the total cost to com- 
plete the Everglades projects has been 
estimate as high.as $600 million-plus. 
The South Florida Water Management 
District is estimating the’ cost of land 
acquisition, design, construction and 
interest costs for loans at $517 million. 
The first phase of the efforts to 
improve the water quality flowing south 
from the lake, through the EAA, and 
into the Everglades calls for the con- 
struction of six man-made marshes 


which will total some 66 square miles; 


The goal of the marshes is to filter out 
the nutrients, phosphorus and nitro- 
gen, from the farm drainage, as well as 
from urban drainage, which currently 
flows southward into the Everglades. 

Bids were awarded in July 1997 for 
the first phase of wetland/marsh con- 
struction. First awarded to Internation- 
al Technology Corp. of Pittsburgh, that 
bid was withdrawn because the com- 
pany did not intend to use more than 4 
percent of its subcontractors from 
women of minority owned businesses. 

The district then divided the project 
with $18.3 million going to the Harry 
Pepper & Associates of Jacksonville to 
construct a 6,870-acre marsh on for- 
mer farmland just west of 20-Mile Bend 
in western Palm Beach County. 

The second: project has been 
awarded to Bergeron Land Develop- 
ment, a Broward County firm that will 
receive $24.6 million to construct a 
6,430-acre marsh in south-central 
Palm Beach County. 

Meanwhile, the farmers in the EAA 


have now recorded two years of suc- 


cess in reducing the amount of phos- 
phorus in the groundwater runoff from 
their fields. The Everglades Forever 
Act calls for an annual reduction of 25 
percent of the phosphorus content, 
and according to reports from the sci- 
entists at the South Florida Water 
Management District, the farmers are 
exceeding that goal. In fact they have 
reduced the phosphorus content in 


Cane cutters take a break from the көкі WO e harvesting sugor 'cane 
by hand, and seek a shady spot beneath the very canes they are har- 
vesting. (Photo courtesy of the Belle Glade Sun.) 
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their runoff water by 52 percent 
according to the latest report from the 
water management district. 

In the fall of 1996, a group of envi- 
ronmentalists, headed by Orlando’s 
Mary Barley, had three constitutional 
amendments placed on the ballot to 
attempt to force the sugar farmers to 
pay a larger share of the Everglades 
cleanup. 

The primary amendment that would 


с. 


have added a penny tax to raw sugar 
was defeated. A second amendment, 
Amendment 5, passed and essentially 
stated, "Let the polluter pay." 

Innumerable questions regarding 
the meaning and effects of this amend- 

леп! have risen ор both sides of the 
issue. As a result, the courts have 
been asked to decide and interpret the 
meaning of this constitutional amend- 
ment. 

During an interview in May 1997, 
district governing board chairman 
Frank (Sonny) Williamson commented 
on this amendment and its possible 

utcomes. 

He said that the court has been 
asked to rule on two questions. Is 
Amendment 5 self-executing? If they 
Say, yes it is, then they will be saying 
that because Amendment 5 gives that 
responsibility to the South Florida 
Water Management District, they will 
be saying to the district, "Go forth and 
enforce Amendment 5 without any fur- 

ғ instructions from the Legislature. 

u don't need any law. There's 
enough law there." 

. Then, it would be up to the district 
then to interpret who the polluters are, 
he said. Legally, he said, a farmer can 
maintain if they have a permit to dis- 
charge in this state, they are not a pol- 
luter. That's another legal question. 

The other question the: court has 

en asked is, Amendment 5 says the 
polluter shall be primarily responsible 
for the costs of abatement of their pol- 
lution. What does primarily responsible 
mean? Does it mean 51 percent, 75 
percent, 100 percent, all of their costs, 
or some portion of their costs? This is 
a legal term that could be interpreted, 
and has been interpreted to be just a 
majority of the costs, not a majority of 
all the costs; but the majority of the 
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costs associated with the EAA pollu- 
tion, farm by farm. 

If the court says it's self-executing 
and primarily responsible for means at 
least 90 percent or more, Mr. 
Williamson said, that will leave the 
water management district a lot of 
decisions that are very tough. 

What is a polluter? Is hydroperiod 

restoration a part of pollution and 
should the costs of that be borne by 
the farmers, he said. He said there are 
probably another 8 or 10 real sticky 
questions that need to be defined by 
the district, if they are told it's self-exe- 
cuting. 
+ If the supreme court says it's not 
self-executing, then the Legislature 
will need to take the spirit of that con- 
stitutional statement and enact some 
laws which say this is the way it's 
going to be done, Mr. Williamson 
said. 

He said as soon as the district 
makes some decisions about how 
that should be perceived, they will be 
immediately sued. He said the district 
will be going into a period of litigation 
and he questions if that will be good 
for the Everglades. 

He said that he doesn't think deti- 
sions on Amendment 5 will affect the 
agriculture interests north of our 
Lady. He said that is is fairly clear 
that too much phosphorus is going 
into Lake Okeechobee from north of 
the lake. 

He noted that a lot of the ranches 
and dairymen are active in trying to 
address those problems of how to 
have less and less phosphorus leav- 
ing the lands north of the lake. He 
said that is an issue that will need a 
lot of attention into the future. 


One of the questions that the farm-’ 
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Area have raised, he noted is the 
phosphorus they get from Lake 
Okeechobee coming on to their farms 
is not phosphorus they should be 
responsible for. That's a good posi- 
tion. They shouldn't be. When you 
define pollution in the EAA, you need 
to subtract phosphorus that has 
come in from the north, he said. 

Basically, the farmers in the EAA 
feel they are doing more than their 
fair share because the water they are 
receiving is “dirtier” than what they 
are delivering further south in the 
Everglades proper, noted Missy Bar- 
letto, public information officer in the 
district's Okeechobee Service Cen- 
ter. 

In fact, according to Ms. Barletto, if 
the agricultural interests north of the 
lake don't reduce the amount of 
phosphorus they are contributing to 
the waters of Lake Okeechobee, they 
could, unfortunately, find the fegula- 
tory spotlight turned back on them as 
it was during the 1980s. 


Boats around Lake Okeechobee 
were as numerous for that popula- 
tion as passenger cars and pickup 
trucks are today. 
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What about our lady of mystery as we 
move into a new century, as well as a new 
awareness of just how fragile she may be? 
Can she remain the liquid heart of Florida 
in view of all the use and abuse that man 
has heapéd into her waters in the last 100 
years? 

With the publication this fall of the 


updated version of the 1997 Lake Okee-. 


chobee Surface Water Improvement and 
Management (SWIM) Plan, past efforts to 
lower the nutrient levels in our lady with the 
shimmering skirts will continue to be mon- 
itored. 

Programs that have been implemented 
in the to achieve this 397-ton phosphorus 
goal include the Works of the District regu- 
latory program, the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection Dairy Rule, and 
the research. and monitoring programs 
coordinated by the district. Through these 
programs, the excess phosphorus load- 
ings to the lake have been greatly 
reduced, but they have not-met the target 
goal specified by the state in the original 
legislation. At the present, there is still over 
100 tons per year being put into the Lake 
beyond the mandated goal. 

“Another major goal in the SWIM Plan is 
to protect the lake's marsh zone from 
excessive flooding, drought and the prolif- 
eration of exotic plants. The marsh zone 
occupies about 25 percent of the lake's 
surface, and is used by spawning fish, 
nesting and feeding wading birds and 
habitat for threatened and endangered 
species like the snail kite. 

Marsh zones and their inhabitants are 
usually adaptable to extreme conditions of 
wet and dry, the long-term flooding can 
have adverse impacts on plants, fish, birds 
and other wildlife. Research is being con- 
ducted to determine the effect of lake 
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stages on plant communities and the lake 
regulation schedule is being examined to 
develop a more environmentally friendly 
altemative. The second aspect of the 
marsh zone concems the rapid expansion 
of exotic plants into the marsh. At least 14 
exotic plant species have been found and 
five of those have become a major threat 
to the ecosystem as they expand into 
areas formerly occupied by native species. 

Water management district officials are 
addressing the many complex functions 
for which the lake is used. These include: 
Agricultural water use; recreational use; 
Everglades water supply; navigation; 
urban and industrial water use; prevent 
salt water intrusion; protect fish and 
wildlife; flood protection; and, estuary pro- 
tection. 

These competing interests only serve 
to make the problems with the lady with 
the shimmering skirts harder to resolve to 
everyone's satisfaction. 

District officials are currently developing 
improved pasture best management prac- 
tices. One project on which the research 
and development division is working is on 
tributary sediments. This study was started 
in the summer of 1996, according to Dr. 
Barry Новеп, the districts program man- 
ager for the Lake Okeechobee SWIM 
Plan. He said what they are trying to ana- 


lyze and measure if there is a large sedi- 


ment load, with an accompanying large 
amount of phosphorus with it that is flow- 
ing into the lake. They also wanted to find 


out how much is already in the tributaries. » 


"There is something very interesting 
that we found: out. We looked at eight 
basins and did 25 sampling sites and we 
found 800 tons of phosphorus in the eight 
basin-area, in the upper layer. Ifs a flu- 
idized mud that we feel might have had a 


significant effect on the loading to the 
lake," he said. 

In the second phase of the study, they 
will do a more detailed analysis and focus 
in to see what it will really take to remove 
that phosphorus and develop some man- 
agement strategies. 

He said that it might be a great oppor- 
tunity to clean those ditches out and pos- 
sibly reduce the phosphorus entering the 
lake by 10 percent. 

Other new programs to reduce the 
phosphorus and nitrogen will be evaluated 
and possibly implemented. 

According to Missie Barletto, they 
would like to see the formation of a citizen- 
based, community based initiative to work 
on further reducing the phosphorus load- 
ings to the lake from the northem and 


‚ northeastem basins. 


At the present time she said there are 
125 parcels of land in those basins which 
remain out of compliance in meeting phos- 
phorus goals. If all those are brought into 
compliance, that will reduce the phospho- 
rus loadings to the lake by only 30 tons 
annually. That leaves yet another 70 tons 
to reduce to meet the mandated target of 
397 tons annually. 

A number of possible voluntary projects 
are being discussed, none of which are 
extremely costly, as compared to the 
BMPs required of the dairies several years 
ago. 

Cleaning of the ditches оп farms and 
ranches to remove nutrientaden sedi- . 
ments is one of these types of programs 
being discussed. Still remaining with the 
ditches, Ms. Barletto said that tuming 
ditches into swales is another possible 
way of slowing down the water and giving 
the sediments an opportunity to settle out 
of the water column. 
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On many farms and ranches 
throughout the state, isolated wetlands 
were ditched and drained to provide 
more pasture areas. Now, land owners 
are being requested to consider re-iso- 
lating those wetlands, as yet another 
method of holding the water on the land 
until the nutrient^Sediments settle out, 
so they don't flow into the lake. 

Ms. Barletto said that there is about 
$15 million in Critical Projects Funds to 
assist landowners who participate in 
these experimental projects. 

Under the present plan, the water 
management district will match funds 


@with the landowner. In most cases, the 
landowners' match will be the value of, 


the land. 


Some of the other proposed plans 
detdiled within the updated version of 
the Lake Okeechobee SWIM Plan 
include: 

The development of Pollutant Load 
Reduction Goals (PLRGs) for SWIM 
water bodies; a methodology for devel- 
oping and implementing programs that 
can be applied all across the state in a 
consistent manner. 

PLRGs are defined as targeted 
reductions in pollutant loadings to a 
water body needed to achieve water- 
shed management goals. 

The methodology proposed for 
developing PLRGs is а six-step 
process. Those steps are: 

* Define the water quality targets 
(desired conditions). 

* Establish (esti- 
mate) the allowable 
loadings. 

* Quantify existing 
Storm water and point 
source loadings. 
= . > Determine (esti- 
mate) load reductions 
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in the Industrial Canal in Clewiston. 
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* Implement water- 
shed management 
strategies. 

* Monitor and 
evaluate 
progress. 

Water,. both its 
quantity and its 
quality are 
becoming more 
important each 
day to Florida. 
The environmen- 
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has been under close study and legisla- 
tive rules in an effort to maintain and 
restore the system to its natural state. 

While the explosion of newcomers to 
the southem part of the state along the 
coastlines has taken a toll on water 
demands, agricultural interests from the 
town of Kissimmee to southem Dade 
county have born the brunt of the accu- 
sation for polluting the waters of the 
ecosystem. 

Powerful coalitions of environmental 
groups pull in yet another direction 
demanding the area be restored and 
maintained for the benefit of the fish and 
wildlife. 

The one point that continues. to be 
emphasized by the special interest 
groups on all sides of the issue to pro- 
tect this lady of mystery and that i is the 
fact that there needs to be coopération 
and not confrontation. Farmers, ranch- 
ers, water managers, scientists, envi- 
ronmentalists and recreational interests 
need to join together to arrive at equi- 
table solutions that will keep America's 
second largest freshwater lake the 
unique water body that she is. 

To repeat the very significant quote 
from Florida Game and Freshwater 
Fish biologist Don Fox, back in 1991: "If " 
it had been easy, it would have been 
dealt with a long time ago." 


g you on your educational tour of the Wildlife | | 
Sarfttuary will be expert naturalists and’ narrators 
trained by. the National Audubon Society. 
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This4lood control өлдіге, located in Buckhead Ridge in Glades County, is shown аә its construction in the 
1950s. (Photo courtesy the Okeechobee News)  * 


We would like to thank those individuals, organiza- Lawrence E. Will Museum, Belle Glade ) 
tions and agencies who assisted with the preparation of Betty Williamson, president, Okeechobee Historical Soci- 
this book, in offering photos, maps, interviews and anec- і ^ ety 
dotes, statistics and encouragement in the production of Frank W. (Sonny) Williamson, chairman, Governing 
this updated edition of Lake Okeechobee: Lady of Mys- Board, South Florida Water Management District 
Ж The Olsechobee News - А special thanks to the staff who 
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